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It gives us great pleasure to present the sixth issue of “Bangladesh and China: Partners in Progress”. 
The present issue is being published on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of the Independence and 
National Day of Bangladesh. The publication attempts to highlight the progress and achievements 
made by Bangladesh in the last 40 years of its existence as a sovereign entity.

Since her independence in 1971, Bangladesh has made continued endeavor to fulfill democracy, 
economic development as well as improvement of people’s livelihood. Over the last 40 years, the 
population of Bangladesh has doubled and now it has 150 million people. The average life expectancy 
of the people has risen to 66 years and the literacy rate has improved to 62%. Besides, Bangladesh’s 
economy enjoyed a steady growth over the decades, and the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of 
Bangladesh in the year of 2009-10 has reached over 98 billion US dollars. Bangladesh has also worked 
closely with other countries of the international community to promote peace and stability in the world. 

The present government of Bangladesh led by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, the illustrious 
daughter of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, took office on January 6, 
2009. Since then, the government has been working hard to fulfill their commitments made during 
the election and has made great achievements in the socio-economic and governance arena over the 
last two years. The country is now moving ahead in the process of building a “Digital Bangladesh” by 
2021. On foreign relations, the government has strengthened its image as a responsible and contributing 
member of the committee of nations in various areas of international cooperation including the UN 
Peacekeeping operations.

Last October marked the 35th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between 
Bangladesh and China. The two sides held lots of activities to celebrate it. Prime Minister of 
Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina paid a state visit to China in March 2010 and Chinese Vice President Xi 
Jinping also paid a visit to Bangladesh in June 2010. China has always been a trusted friend and partner 
in Bangladesh’s development efforts. The Chinese Government and the people have provided steadfast 
support to Bangladesh’s pursuit of building a democratic polity and securing economic emancipation of 
�K�H�U���S�H�R�S�O�H�����,�W���F�R�X�O�G���E�H���P�X�W�X�D�O�O�\���E�H�Q�H�À�F�L�D�O���I�R�U���E�R�W�K���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���W�R���I�R�U�J�H���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���À�H�O�G�V���R�I��
�E�L�R�W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\�����U�H�Q�H�Z�D�E�O�H���H�Q�H�U�J�\�����V�S�D�F�H���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���D�Q�G���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W���À�H�O�G�V�����:�H���K�R�S�H���W�K�D�W��
the present publication would be able to direct the attention of its readers to some of these possibilities.

�:�H�� �W�D�N�H�� �W�K�L�V�� �R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\�� �W�R���D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�� �R�X�U�� �V�L�Q�F�H�U�H�� �J�U�D�W�L�W�X�G�H���W�R���+���� �(���� �0�U���� �0�X�Q�V�K�L�� �)�D�L�]���$�K�P�D�G����
�$�P�E�D�V�V�D�G�R�U���R�I���W�K�H���3�H�R�S�O�H�·�V���5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���I�R�U���K�L�V���J�X�L�G�D�Q�F�H���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����:�H���D�U�H��
thankful to all the people who have dedicated their time and energy

Foreword



8

      Anniversary

9

40th
 

DEDICATION

FOREWORD

MESSAGES

Message from the Hon’ble President of Bangladesh

Message from the Hon’ble Prime Minister of Bangladesh

Message from the Hon’ble Foreign Minister of Bangladesh
Message from  the Ambassador of Bangladesh to China H.E. Mr.            

         Munshi Faiz Ahmad

Message from Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh H.E. Mr. Zhang  

         Xianyi

COVER SPECIAL

Bangladesh and China: Partners in Progress

BANGLADESH AND CHINA

Ambassadors' Interview

Interview with the Ambassador of Bangladesh to China H.E. 

Mr. Munshi Faiz Ahmad

Interview with Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh H.E. 

Mr. Zhang Xianyi

Bilateral Cooperation 

Bilateral Economic and Trade Cooperation

Confucius Institute at North South University

A Special Day 

BANGLADESH TODAY

�&�R�X�Q�W�U�\���3�U�R�¿�O�H

National Symbols

Two Years of Foreign Policy

Digital Bangladesh

Socio-Economic Indicators of Bangladesh

Bangladesh Armed Forces in UN Peacekeeping: An Icon for World  

         Peace

CONTENTS

Published by

World Online Diplomatic  Media Group Ltd.

Edited by

Commercial Express of Embassies & Overseas

Agencies

Chairman & Editor-in-chief

Bodhi Sakshin

Editors & Reporters

Maggie Kong    M ariana Zhang

Designer

Yun Bai

�6�S�H�F�L�D�O���,�V�V�X�H���2�I�À�F�H

Sunny Liu

Public Chief Patron

H.E. Mr. Munshi Faiz Ahmad

Ambassador of Bangladesh to China

Address

7-1-13, Qijia yuan Diplomatic Compound,  Beijing

Post Code

100600

TEL

010-65320991

FAX

010-65320992

Publisher E-mail

ChinaLee9@hotmail.com

Embassy News

http://www.ss123.com

P.R. Agent

China Foreign Affairs Public Relations Inc.

ISSN1605-7686

10
11
12
14

15

18

24

30

36
38
39

42
43
44
48
50
52

BANGLADESH CULTURE

Bangla Language

International Mother Language Day

Buddhist Archeological Relics of Bangladesh

Nakshi Kantha

Modern Art of Bangladesh

The Monsoon and Bangladesh Culture

Tribal People of Bangladesh and Their Cultural Heritage

BANGLADESH TOURISM

Welcome to Bangladesh

Traveling Through Bangladesh

BANGLADESH ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS GUIDE

Economy and Trade

Major Economic Indicators of Bangladesh

Major Export Products

Functions of Chambers/Trade Associations and Their Involvement in  

         Export Promotion

Success and Potentials of Export Trade of Bangladesh

Investment

Bangladesh IT Industry Going Global

Sector Opportunities: Ship Building Industry of Bangladesh

Bangladesh Pharmaceuticals: A Promising Sector

Investment Environment in Bangladesh

Investment Incentives

Setting up Business in Bangladesh

Bangladesh Export Processing Zones Authority: An Attractive       

         Investment Destination

Bangladesh: Your Assured Destination of Investment

Business Information

Bangladesh Visa Information

Useful Links

56
58
60
62
63
66
68

73
82

88
90
94

96

98
100
104
106
107
108
116

120

122
124



10

      Anniversary

11

40th
 

Message from the Hon’ble President of Bangladesh Message from the Hon’ble Prime Minister of Bangladesh

On the occasion of our great Independence and National Day, I convey my heartfelt greetings and felicitations to the countrymen living at 
home and abroad.

�7�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���,�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H���'�D�\���L�V���D���J�O�R�U�L�R�X�V���G�D�\���L�Q���R�X�U���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���O�L�I�H�����:�H���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�G���R�X�U���O�R�Q�J���F�K�H�U�L�V�K�H�G���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���Q�L�Q�H���P�R�Q�W�K��
�O�R�Q�J���D�U�P�H�G���V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H���D�Q�G���V�X�S�U�H�P�H���V�D�F�U�L�À�F�H�V���R�I���P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�V�����2�Q���W�K�L�V���V�R�O�H�P�Q���G�D�\�����,���S�D�\���P�\���G�H�H�S���K�R�P�D�J�H���W�R���W�K�H���P�D�U�W�\�U�V���Z�K�R���O�D�L�G���G�R�Z�Q���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�Y�H�V��
�L�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�U���R�I���O�L�E�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���������������,���S�U�D�\���W�R���W�K�H���$�O�P�L�J�K�W�\���I�R�U���W�K�H���V�D�O�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�R�V�H���G�H�S�D�U�W�H�G���L�P�P�R�U�W�D�O���V�R�X�O�V��

On this very memorable day, I recall with profound respect the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, who 
proclaimed country's Independence on March 26, 1971. Responding to his clarion call the courageous people from all walks of life 
participated in the war of liberation and achieved victory through armed struggle. I also recall with deep respect our four National Leaders; 
�Y�D�O�L�D�Q�W���I�U�H�H�G�R�P���À�J�K�W�H�U�V���D�Q�G���R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�H�U�V���Z�K�R���U�H�Q�G�H�U�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���D�Q�G���H�Q�W�K�X�V�L�D�V�W�L�F���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�K�D�W���D�F�F�H�O�H�U�D�W�H�G���W�K�H���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���R�X�U��
�Y�L�F�W�R�U�\���� �,�� �D�O�V�R���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���Z�L�W�K���G�H�H�S���U�H�V�S�H�F�W���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I�� �O�D�W�H���6�K�H�U���H���%�D�Q�J�O�D���$���� �.���� �)�D�]�O�X�O���+�D�T�X�H���� �+�X�V�H�\�Q���6�K�D�K�H�H�G���6�X�K�U�D�Z�D�U�G�\�� �D�Q�G��
�0�R�X�O�D�Q�D���$�E�G�X�O���+�D�P�L�G���.�K�D�Q���%�K�D�V�D�Q�L���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���L�Q�V�S�L�U�L�Q�J���R�X�U���S�H�R�S�O�H���D�W���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���V�W�D�J�H�V���R�I���V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H�����7�K�H���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�R�V�H���Y�D�O�L�D�Q�W���V�R�Q�V���R�I��
the soil would be ever written in the history of our independence.

�2�Q�H���R�I�� �W�K�H���S�U�L�P�H���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V���R�I�� �R�X�U���K�D�U�G���H�D�U�Q�H�G���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H���Z�D�V���W�R���E�X�L�O�G���D���K�D�S�S�\�� �D�Q�G���S�U�R�V�S�H�U�R�X�V���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���� �.�H�H�S�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W���L�Q���P�L�Q�G����
�W�K�H���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���L�V���U�H�Q�G�H�U�L�Q�J���X�Q�W�L�U�L�Q�J���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���L�Q���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�L�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V���R�I���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H�����:�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�S�D�Q���R�I���W�L�P�H�����Z�H���K�D�Y�H���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�G���V�R�P�H��
�V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V�H�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �À�H�O�G���R�I�� �D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�H���� �H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���� �K�H�D�O�W�K���� �U�X�U�D�O�� �L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���� �,�&�7���� �\�R�X�W�K���� �Z�R�P�H�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q����
women empowerment etc. at national level. The Government is also very sincere to establish Rule of Law, Human Rights in the country and 
institutionalise democracy. Our achievement at international arena is also notable. Despite attaining the progress, we have to go a long way 
for achieving the desired goals of independence. I believe concerted efforts from all are imperative in this regard.

�,�W���L�V���D���P�D�W�W�H�U���R�I���V�D�W�L�V�I�D�F�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���R�I���R�X�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���D�U�H���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�F�\���O�R�Y�L�Q�J�����:�L�W�K�R�X�W���P�D�N�L�Q�J���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�F�\�����W�K�H��
�R�Y�H�U�D�O�O���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���L�V���K�D�U�G���W�R���D�W�W�D�L�Q�����7�R�O�H�U�D�Q�F�H�����I�R�U�W�L�W�X�G�H���D�Q�G���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�I�X�O���W�R���R�W�K�H�U�
�V���R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q���D�U�H���W�K�H���S�U�H���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���Á�R�X�U�L�V�K�L�Q�J���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�F�\����
Therefore, it is of paramount importance to maintain patience, forbearance at all level and to be respectful to other's opinion in a democratic 
�S�O�X�U�D�O�L�V�P�����/�H�W���X�V���P�D�N�H���R�X�U���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���3�D�U�O�L�D�P�H�Q�W���D�V���D���F�H�Q�W�U�H���R�I���H�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���V�R�O�Y�L�Q�J���R�X�U���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���L�V�V�X�H�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�����,���D�P���F�R�Q�À�G�H�Q�W�����D�O�O��
�L�U�U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H���R�I���S�D�U�W�\���D�I�À�O�L�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�R�X�O�G���S�O�D�\���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�O�H���U�R�O�H���L�Q���I�X�O�À�O�O�L�Q�J���W�K�H���K�R�S�H�V���D�Q�G���D�V�S�L�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���R�X�U���F�R�P�P�R�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H���E�\���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���G�X�H��
role.

The present Government, under the leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, has declared 'Vision 2021' with a view to attaining 
'Golden Bangla' dreamt by Bangabandhu. I believe people from all strata of life would contribute to build an IT-based happy and prosperous 
Bangladesh by materialising the 'Vision' at the Golden Jubilee of independence in 2021.

On this Independence Day, I urge all, living at home and abroad, to work unitedly imbued with the spirit of war of liberation to expedite 
economic self-reliance and democratic advancement as we are committed to building a respectful, happy and prosperous Bangladesh for our 
next generation.

�0�D�\���W�K�H���$�O�P�L�J�K�W�\���E�H���Z�L�W�K���X�V��
�.�K�R�G�D���+�D�I�H�]�����0�D�\���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���/�L�Y�H���)�R�U�H�Y�H�U����

I convey my heartiest greetings to my countrymen as well as to all expatriate Banglaees on the occasion of the great Independence and 
National Day 2011.

The greatest Bangalee of all time, Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman proclaimed the independence of Bangladesh 
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �W�K�H���Z�L�U�H�O�H�V�V���R�I�� �W�K�H���W�K�H�Q���(�3�5�� �D�W���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���K�R�X�U���R�I�� �0�D�U�F�K���W�K�H�������W�K���L�Q������������ �Z�K�H�Q���3�D�N�L�V�W�D�Q�L�� �R�F�F�X�S�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U�F�H�V���O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�G���J�H�Q�R�F�L�G�H���R�Q��
�X�Q�D�U�P�H�G���%�D�Q�J�D�O�H�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H���I�D�W�D�O���Q�L�J�K�W���R�I���W�K�H�������W�K���0�D�U�F�K�����������������:�L�W�K���W�K�H���S�U�R�F�O�D�P�D�W�L�R�Q�����D���V�R�Y�H�U�H�L�J�Q�����L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���V�W�D�W�H�����%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���K�D�V���F�R�P�H��
�L�Q�W�R���E�H�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���P�D�S�����$�I�W�H�U���D�������P�R�Q�W�K���R�I���E�O�R�R�G�\���Z�D�U���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���E�U�D�Y�H���D�Q�G���G�D�X�Q�W�O�H�V�V���O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���R�I���%�D�Q�J�D�E�D�Q�G�K�X�����Z�H���H�D�U�Q�H�G���W�K�H���X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H��
victory on the 16th Decem.ber, 1971.

�2�Q���W�K�L�V���J�O�R�U�L�R�X�V���G�D�\�����,���S�D�\���P�\���K�R�P�D�J�H���W�R���W�K�H���W�K�U�H�H���P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���K�H�U�R�L�F���V�R�Q�V�����Z�K�R���V�D�F�U�L�À�F�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�Y�H�V���D�Q�G�����������W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G���Z�R�P�H�Q�����Z�K�R���O�R�V�W���W�K�H�L�U��
�L�Q�Q�R�F�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���:�D�U���R�I���/�L�E�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q��

I reca1l with deep gratitude the great leader of our liberation struggle, the greatest Bangalee of all time, Father of the Nation Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

�,�� �D�O�V�R�� �S�D�\�� �P�\�� �K�X�P�E�O�H�� �W�U�L�E�X�W�H�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �I�R�X�U�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �O�H�D�G�H�U�V�� �7�D�M�X�G�G�L�Q���$�K�P�H�G���� �6�\�H�G�� �1�D�]�U�X�O�� �,�V�O�D�P���� �&�D�S�W�� �0�� �0�R�Q�V�X�U���$�O�L�� �D�Q�G���$�+�0��
�.�D�P�U�X�M�M�D�P�D�Q�����Z�K�R���O�H�G���W�K�H���Z�D�U���X�Q�G�H�U���G�L�U�H�F�W�L�Y�H���R�I���%�D�Q�J�D�E�D�Q�G�K�X��

�,���S�D�\���P�\���K�R�P�D�J�H���W�R���W�K�H���Y�D�O�L�D�Q�W���I�U�H�H�G�R�P���À�J�K�W�H�U�V�����D�Q�G���P�\���V�L�Q�F�H�U�H���V�\�P�S�D�W�K�L�H�V���J�R���W�R���W�K�H���Z�R�X�Q�G�H�G���Z�D�U���Y�H�W�H�U�D�Q�V��
My sympathies also go to those who had lost their near and dear ones, and were subjected to brutal torture and subjugation during the war. 

I recall with gratitude our foreign friends who had extended their whole-hearted support and cooperation for the cause of our liberation.
On the eve of our Independence Day, I urge countrymen to remain alert against the conspiracies of anti-democratic forces. The defeated 

�D�Q�W�L���O�L�E�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����F�R�P�P�X�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���L�G�H�Q�W�L�À�H�G���U�H�D�F�W�L�R�Q�D�U�\���I�R�U�F�H�V���D�U�H���R�X�W���W�R���X�Q�G�R���W�K�H���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���R�I���R�X�U���E�H�O�R�Y�H�G���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\��
as our government has taken steps to start the trial of war criminals. I urge the countrymen to foil all ill-designed plots against the country 
and the peopIe.

�7�K�H���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H���H�D�U�Q�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���K�X�J�H���E�O�R�R�G�E�D�W�K���D�Q�G���V�D�F�U�L�À�F�H���L�V���R�X�U���J�U�H�D�W�H�V�W���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�����7�R���P�D�N�H���W�K�L�V���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�I�X�O���� �Z�H��
have to devote ourselves in nation-building activities being imbued with the spirit of our great liberation war. By cherishing the true history 
of our1iberation war close to our hearts, we have to go ahead in achieving the objective of the 'charter of change'. The new generation has to 
�E�H���H�Q�O�L�J�K�W�H�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���W�U�X�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���R�X�U���/�L�E�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���:�D�U��

�:�H���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���V�W�U�L�Y�L�Q�J���K�D�U�G���W�R���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���D�V���D���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\�������K�X�Q�J�H�U�����D�Q�G���L�O�O�L�W�H�U�D�F�\���I�U�H�H�����S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���E�\��������������
the Golden Jubilee year of our independence. I call upon every Bangalee to join this noble endeavour with their utmost sincerity, honesty and 
dedication being inspired with the spirit of patriotism.

�:�L�W�K���R�X�U���X�Q�L�W�H�G���H�I�I�R�U�W�V�����,�Q�V�K�D���$�O�O�D�K�����Z�H���Z�R�X�O�G���V�X�U�H�O�\���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H���R�X�U���
�*�R�O�G�H�Q���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�
���D�V���H�Q�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���)�D�W�K�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q����

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu
May Bangladesh Live Forever

Md. Zillur Rahman Sheikh Hasina
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Message from the Hon'ble Foreign Minister of Bangladesh

Today is the historic Independence and National Day of Bangladesh. Forty years ago, on this day, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, 
the Father of the Nation declared Bangladesh an independent and sovereign country. This declaration marked the culmination of our epic 
struggle for an independent entity. On this great Day, I extend my warmest felicitations and greetings to all Bangladesh nationals living at 
home and abroad.

�,�� �U�H�F�D�O�O�� �Z�L�W�K�� �S�U�R�I�R�X�Q�G�� �U�H�V�S�H�F�W�� �R�X�U�� �X�Q�G�L�V�S�X�W�H�G�� �O�H�D�G�H�U�� �%�D�Q�J�D�E�D�Q�G�K�X�� �6�K�H�L�N�K�� �0�X�M�L�E�X�U�� �5�D�K�P�D�Q���� �R�X�U�� �I�R�X�U�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �O�H�D�G�H�U�V���� �6�D�\�H�G�� �1�D�]�U�X�O��
�,�V�O�D�P�����7�D�M�X�G�G�L�Q���$�K�D�P�D�G�����0�����0�D�Q�V�X�U���$�O�L�����$���+���0���.�D�P�D�U�X�]�]�D�P�D�Q���Z�K�R���V�W�H�H�U�H�G���R�X�U���K�H�U�R�L�F���Z�D�U���R�I���O�L�E�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����,���S�D�\���G�H�H�S���W�U�L�E�X�W�H�V���W�R���W�K�H���Y�D�O�L�D�Q�W��
�I�U�H�H�G�R�P���À�J�K�W�H�U�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���P�D�U�W�\�U�V���Z�K�R�V�H���V�D�F�U�L�À�F�H�V���K�D�Y�H���O�H�G���X�V���W�R���R�X�U���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H���� �,�� �D�O�V�R���V�D�O�X�W�H���W�K�R�V�H���E�U�D�Y�H���Z�R�P�H�Q���� �W�K�H���E�L�U�D�Q�J�D�Q�D�V���� �Z�K�R��
were subjected to heinous form of war crimes and crimes against humanity.

�6�L�Q�F�H���R�X�U���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���������������%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���K�D�V���H�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W�O�\�����:�H���K�D�Y�H���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���D���W�R�O�H�U�D�Q�W�����S�O�X�U�D�O�L�V�W�L�F���D�Q�G���H�J�D�O�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q���V�R�F�L�H�W�\����
an inclusive democracy and gained recognition from the world community. Bangladesh today is one of the 11 emerging economies in the 
�Z�R�U�O�G�����D�I�W�H�U���%�U�D�]�L�O�����5�X�V�V�L�D�����,�Q�G�L�D�����D�Q�G���&�K�L�Q�D�����%�5�,�&�������%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���L�V���D���U�R�O�H���P�R�G�H�O���I�R�U���À�J�K�W�L�Q�J���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\���D�Q�G���H�[�W�U�H�P�L�V�P�����H�P�S�R�Z�H�U�L�Q�J���Z�R�P�H�Q����
disaster management and in coping with the challenges posed by global climate change. For more than two decades, Bangladesh remains a 
frontline contributor to the UN peacekeeping missions across the globe.

�$�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���������������Z�K�L�F�K���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���W�K�H���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F���D�Q�G���V�H�F�X�O�D�U���I�R�U�F�H�V���W�R���R�I�À�F�H���Z�L�W�K���V�Z�H�H�S�L�Q�J���P�D�M�R�U�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H��
Parliament, Bangladesh is now witnessing rapid transformation under the dynamic leadership of Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. 
Our country is making remarkable strides in various sectors. Its impressive achievement particularly in the social sector continues to receive 
�U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����7�K�H���Z�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���0�'�*���$�Z�D�U�G���E�\���W�K�H���+�R�Q�
�E�O�H���3�U�L�P�H���0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H������th �8�1�*�$���I�R�U���D�F�K�L�H�Y�L�Q�J��
targeted reduction in infant mortality is a testimony in this regard. The Hon'ble Prime Minister announced Vision 2021 to transform 
Bangladesh into a Digital Bangladesh and to graduate Bangladesh to a middle-income country by the time we will be celebrating our golden 
Jubilee of our Independence. Our government has also taken various steps to implement these goals. Needless to say, in this onerous task, 
Bangladesh would need the support of the international community including the members of our diaspora.

Present government under the leadership of Bangabandhu's daughter Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is committed to establish the values 
�D�Q�G���D�V�S�L�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���Z�D�U���R�I���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H�����$�I�W�H�U���D�V�V�X�P�L�Q�J���R�I�À�F�H���R�Q�������-�D�Q�X�D�U�\���������������Z�H���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���W�U�\�L�Q�J���U�H�O�H�Q�W�O�H�V�V�O�\���W�R���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K���D���V�R�F�L�H�W�\��
based on Rule of Law, strengthen democratic institutions, uphold human rights and ensure good governance. The present Government 
remains committed to bring the alleged war criminals to justice and I would like to reiterate that the initiative stems from our policy to 
establish Rule of Law and end the culture of impunity and in no way an act of vendetta. I take this opportunity to reiterate to all including the 
international community that the trial would be carried out in line with the international standard.

On foreign policy issues, the Government has been consistent in pursuing the policy in line with the motto "friendship to all and malice 
towards none" as envisioned by the Father of the Nation. Bangladesh now enjoys excellent relations with the outside world due to our 
principled position. Bilateral relations between Bangladesh and the friendly countries including our neigbours have expanded in depth and 
dimension, and I hope that it will be improved further in the coming days. Bangladesh is happy to be one of the hosts of the ICC, and this 
also manifests the credibility and credentials Bangladesh enjoys among the international community. Bangladesh's election to a large number 
of UN and international bodies bears the testimony of the trust Bangladesh continues to enjoy in the comity of nations.

I wish to highlight here that our diaspora comprises an important element in our foreign policy objectives. The Government is committed 
to ensure their all-out welfare. Despite serious logistical and economic constraints, the Government, under special directives from Hon'ble 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, recently took swift action, not only to repatriate thousands of Bangladesh nationals but also to ensure the 
welfare of those who were distressed following political upheavals in some countries. More importantly, we have been able to address 
the situation promptly with the assistance of the international community without compromising our bilateral relations with the affected 
countries.

�,�� �Z�L�V�K���W�R���W�K�D�Q�N���D�O�O���W�K�H���R�I�À�F�L�D�O�V���R�I�� �W�K�H���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\�� �R�I�� �)�R�U�H�L�J�Q���$�I�I�D�L�U�V���D�Q�G���R�X�U���0�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V���D�E�U�R�D�G���Z�K�R���K�D�Y�H���G�H�Y�R�W�H�G���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���W�R���D�F�K�L�H�Y�L�Q�J��
our foreign policy goals. I take this opportunity to congratulate Bangladesh diaspora who are immensely contributing to the buoyancy of the 
economy of their country of origin as well as to their host countries.

On this great Day, let us renew our commitment to turn Bangladesh into a country free from poverty, free of hunger and extremism. I urge 
�D�O�O���R�X�U���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���R�X�U���G�L�D�V�S�R�U�D���W�R���F�R�P�H���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G���W�R���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H���W�K�L�V���J�R�D�O��

Joy Bangla.
Joy Bangabandhu.

               Dr. Dipu Moni, MP
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Message from the Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh 
H.E. Mr. Zhang Xianyi

Message from the Ambassador of Bangladesh to China 
H.E. Mr. Munshi Faiz Ahmad

Long-t erm Friendship,

Equalit y and Mut ual BeneÞt ,

Comprehensive Cooperat ion

Zhang XianyiMunshi Faiz Ahmad 

On the auspicious occasion of the 40th anniversary of the Independence and National Day of Bangladesh, I recall with deep respect and 
�S�D�\���K�R�P�D�J�H���W�R���W�K�H���P�D�U�W�\�U�V���D�Q�G���D�O�O���R�W�K�H�U���)�U�H�H�G�R�P���)�L�J�K�W�H�U�V���Z�K�R�V�H���V�D�F�U�L�À�F�H�V���H�D�U�Q�H�G���X�V���R�X�U���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���������������,���D�O�V�R���H�[�W�H�Q�G���P�\���S�U�R�I�R�X�Q�G��
respect and tributes to the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and all other leaders under whose guidance and 
leadership we waged the successful war of liberation.

Since our independence, Bangladesh has made continued efforts to consolidate democracy, alleviate poverty, and attain economic 
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���E�H�W�W�H�U���O�L�I�H���I�R�U���R�X�U���S�H�R�S�O�H�����:�H���K�D�Y�H���D�O�V�R���Z�R�U�N�H�G���F�O�R�V�H�O�\���Z�L�W�K���R�X�U���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���L�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R���S�U�R�P�R�W�H���S�H�D�F�H��
and stability across the globe. The Present Government, under the dynamic leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, has been relentlessly 
striving towards strengthening democracy, establishing rule of law, ensuring good governance and securing the fundamentals for an 
�X�Q�L�P�S�H�G�H�G���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���J�U�R�Z�W�K�����7�K�H���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���L�V���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�G���W�R���I�X�O�À�O�O�L�Q�J���L�W�V���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���P�D�Q�L�I�H�V�W�R���R�I���´�9�L�V�L�R�Q�����������µ���R�I���W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�L�Q�J���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K��
�W�R���D���P�L�G�G�O�H���L�Q�F�R�P�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���D�Q�G���D���´�G�L�J�L�W�D�O���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�µ���E�\�������������G�U�L�Y�H�Q���E�\���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���D�Q�G���,�7���E�D�V�H�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�����:�H���D�U�H���P�R�Y�L�Q�J���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G���L�Q��
pursuit of achieving the MDGs. During the last two years we have strengthened our image as a responsible and contributing member of the 
committee of nations in various areas of international cooperation including the UN Peacekeeping operations.

�&�K�L�Q�D�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �D�� �W�L�P�H���W�H�V�W�H�G�� �S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�� �L�Q�� �R�X�U�� �X�Q�U�H�P�L�W�W�L�Q�J�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�V���� �:�H�� �U�H�F�D�O�O�� �Z�L�W�K�� �J�U�D�W�L�W�X�G�H���&�K�L�Q�D�·�V�� �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R��
infrastructure development and capacity building in Bangladesh. Our relations have reached the level of “Closer Comprehensive Partnership 
�R�I���&�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�µ�����/�D�V�W���\�H�D�U���Z�D�V���V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W���D�V���3�U�L�P�H���0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U���6�K�H�L�N�K���+�D�V�L�Q�D���S�D�L�G���D�Q���R�I�À�F�L�D�O���Y�L�V�L�W���W�R���&�K�L�Q�D���L�Q���0�D�U�F�K���������������,�Q���-�X�Q�H��
�9�L�F�H���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���;�L���-�L�Q�S�L�Q�J���Y�L�V�L�W�H�G���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�����:�H���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�G���W�K�H�������W�K���D�Q�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�U�\���R�I���W�K�H���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W���R�I���G�L�S�O�R�P�D�W�L�F���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���&�K�L�Q�D���L�Q��
October last year. Our bilateral trade passed the 7 billion dollar mark. Many new Chinese investors located in Bangladesh and the number of 
�&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���W�R�X�U�L�V�W�V���D�O�V�R���U�R�V�H���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W�O�\��

�$�O�O�� �W�K�L�V�� �Z�D�V�� �S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�R�X�V�� �D�Q�G�� �X�Q�U�H�V�H�U�Y�H�G�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�K�D�W���Z�H�� �U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �&�K�L�Q�H�V�H�� �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �I�R�U��
all our efforts in the mission in further strengthening and enhancing the bonds of friendship and the extent of cooperation between our 
two countries. I extend my deepest thanks and gratitude to them for their support. May I also use this opportunity to greet all expatriate 
Bangladeshis in China on this auspicious anniversary and call upon them to uphold the image of the motherland through their dedication to 
their respective work and study and personal conduct.

Finally I would also like to sincerely thank everyone associated with this publication, including the advertisers and sponsors.     
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Bangladesh and China: Partners in Progress

The relations between the ancient lands of China and Bengal date back to more than thousand years. The relations were fostered through 
�F�H�Q�W�X�U�L�H�V���E�\���W�K�U�L�Y�L�Q�J���W�U�D�G�H���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�H���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���6�L�O�N���U�R�X�W�H�����D�Q�G���I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�W���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���I�D�U���U�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���L�Q���F�X�O�W�X�U�H�����N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���D�Q�G��
technologies. Records left by travelers, mostly monks and scholars, give us rich glimpses of these ancient relations and exchanges.  Notable 
�D�P�R�Q�J���V�X�F�K���H�D�U�O�\���W�U�D�Y�H�O�H�U�V���Z�H�U�H���)�D���;�L�D�Q�����)�D���+�L�H�Q�����L�Q���H�D�U�O�\�����W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���$�'���D�Q�G���;�X�D�Q���=�D�Q�J�����+�X�H���H�Q���7�V�D�Q�J�����L�Q�����W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���$�'���I�U�R�P���&�K�L�Q�D������
�7�K�H���P�R�V�W���Q�R�W�D�E�O�H���P�R�Q�N���R�U���V�F�K�R�O�D�U���I�U�R�P���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���� �Z�K�R���W�U�D�Y�H�O�O�H�G���W�R���&�K�L�Q�D���L�Q���H�D�U�O�\�� �G�D�\�V���� �Z�D�V���W�K�H���U�H�Y�H�U�H�Q�G���$�W�L�V�K���'�L�S�D�Q�N�D�U��������th century 
�$�'���������/�D�W�H�U���D�W���W�K�H���S�H�D�N���R�I���0�L�Q�J���G�\�Q�D�V�W�\���U�X�O�H�����$�G�P�L�U�D�O���=�K�H�Q�J���+�H���F�D�O�O�H�G���D�W���&�K�L�W�W�D�J�R�Q�J���S�R�U�W���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���Z�L�W�K���K�L�V���O�H�J�H�Q�G�D�U�\���Á�H�H�W�V�������6�R�P�H��
historians believe that the name of Chittagong port actually derived from “Xi Da Gang” (the great port in the west)– a name presumably 
�J�L�Y�H�Q���E�\���$�G�P�L�U�D�O���=�K�H�Q�J���+�H�������6�X�O�W�D�Q���*�\�D�V���8�G�G�L�Q���$�]�D�P���6�K�D�K���L�V���D�O�V�R���U�H�F�R�U�G�H�G���W�R���K�D�Y�H���V�H�Q�W���U�L�F�K���W�U�L�E�X�W�H�V���W�R���W�K�H���(�P�S�H�U�R�U���R�I���&�K�L�Q�D�������$�O�O���W�K�H�V�H��

�K�L�J�K���S�U�R�À�O�H���W�U�D�Y�H�O�V���D�Q�G���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���V�X�J�J�H�V�W���W�K�D�W���W�U�D�G�H���	���F�R�P�P�H�U�F�H���D�Q�G���W�U�D�Y�H�O���D�F�U�R�V�V���O�D�Q�G���	���V�H�D���Á�R�X�U�L�V�K�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�X�U�L�H�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H��
two countries.

In the twentieth century, the founding of the People’s Republic of China inspired many political activities, students and intellectuals in 
Bengal, who closely observed the development of modern China under the leadership of the Communist Party. The Father of the Nation of 
�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �%�D�Q�J�D�E�D�Q�G�K�X�� �6�K�H�L�N�K�� �0�X�M�L�E�X�U���5�D�K�P�D�Q���S�D�L�G���W�Z�R���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���Y�L�V�L�W�V���W�R���&�K�L�Q�D�����7�K�H���À�U�V�W���R�Q�H���Z�D�V�� �L�Q������������ �D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���L�Q������������
when Bangabandhu was a Minister.

�$�O�O���W�K�H�V�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���O�D�L�G���W�K�H���I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���G�L�S�O�R�P�D�W�L�F���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���Z�H�U�H���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���W�Z�R���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���L�Q��
�������������7�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���I�R�X�Q�G���D���W�U�X�V�W�H�G���I�U�L�H�Q�G���D�Q�G���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U���L�Q���&�K�L�Q�D���D�V���W�K�H�\���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���W�R���V�W�U�L�Y�H���I�R�U���U�H�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���G�U�H�D�P�V���R�I���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J��
a democratic and peaceful country. Bangladesh’s relations with China have been shaped by the fundamentals of her foreign policy, i.e. 
safeguarding her own sovereignty and territorial integrity, developing friendly regional and international relations and securing international 
cooperation in order to accelerate domestic economic, socio-political and cultural development.

�6�L�Q�R���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���F�D�Q���E�H���G�H�À�Q�H�G���E�\���D���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W���I�D�F�W�R�U�V�����)�L�U�V�W�O�\�����W�K�H���V�P�D�O�O���V�W�D�W�H���G�L�O�H�P�P�D���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���S�U�H�Y�D�L�O���L�Q���W�K�H���F�D�V�H���R�I��
Bangladesh as China refrains from showing any kind of high-handedness in her dealing with the former. Secondly, the bilateral relations have 
�E�H�H�Q���I�R�U�J�H�G���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���D�Q�\���L�G�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���R�U���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���E�D�V�L�V�����7�K�L�U�G�O�\�����%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���H�[�W�H�Q�G�V���X�Q�H�T�X�L�Y�R�F�D�O���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�R���D�Q�\���L�V�V�X�H���D�I�I�H�F�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V��
of the developing and least developed countries, and China has also remained committed to this issue. Fourthly, China’s enunciation of the 
Five Principles of Peaceful Co-existence as well as her commitment to create a harmonious society on the basis of a just and fair international 
�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�� �R�U�G�H�U���K�D�V���D�O�Z�D�\�V�� �E�H�H�Q���H�Q�G�R�U�V�H�G���E�\�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�����$�Q�G���� �P�R�V�W���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W�O�\���� �E�R�W�K���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�V���D�U�H���N�H�H�Q���R�Q���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�L�Q�J��
�W�K�H�L�U���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���D���Y�L�H�Z���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�L�Q�J���D���E�H�W�W�H�U���O�L�I�H���I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���L�Q���W�K�H���I�D�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V���R�I���J�O�R�E�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q��

�6�L�Q�R���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���Q�X�U�W�X�U�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�W���K�L�J�K���O�H�Y�H�O���Y�L�V�L�W�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���W�Z�R���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���W�K�H���O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S�V��
of the two countries closer to each other. Since the establishment of diplomatic relations between Bangladesh and China, all successive 
Heads of Government of Bangladesh visited China, some more than once, to pave the way for broad based cooperation developed through 
�W�K�H���\�H�D�U�V���Z�L�W�K���D�G�G�H�G���G�H�S�W�K���D�Q�G���G�L�P�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�����+���(�����6�K�H�L�N�K���+�D�V�L�Q�D�����+�R�Q�·�E�O�H���3�U�L�P�H���0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���S�D�L�G���D�Q���2�I�À�F�L�D�O���Y�L�V�L�W���W�R���&�K�L�Q�D���I�U�R�P��
�������������6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U�������������L�Q���K�H�U���À�U�V�W���W�H�U�P���L�Q���2�I�À�F�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���K�H�O�S�H�G���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W�O�\���W�R���D�G�G���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K���D�Q�G���G�L�P�H�Q�V�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���I�U�L�H�Q�G�O�\���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q��
Bangladesh and China. 

�)�U�R�P���W�K�H���&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���V�L�G�H���� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���K�D�G���W�K�H���S�O�H�D�V�X�U�H���R�I�� �K�R�V�W�L�Q�J���D���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I�� �K�L�J�K���O�H�Y�H�O���O�H�D�G�H�U�V���� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���3�U�H�P�L�H�U���=�K�D�R���=�L�\�D�Q�J������������������
�3�U�H�P�L�H�U���/�L���3�H�Q�J�������������������3�U�H�P�L�H�U���=�K�X���5�R�Q�J�M�L�����������������D�Q�G���3�U�H�P�L�H�U���:�H�Q���-�L�D�E�D�R�������������������'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Y�L�V�L�W���R�I���3�U�H�P�L�H�U���:�H�Q���-�L�D�E�D�R���W�R���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K��
�L�Q���$�S�U�L�O���������������W�K�H���W�Z�R���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���U�H�D�F�K�H�G���D�Q���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�R���S�X�U�V�X�H���D���´�&�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���3�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S���R�I���&�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�µ���H�Q�W�D�L�O�L�Q�J���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q��
every possible sector. The visit coincided with the signing of a number of important documents that signaled the beginning of cooperation in 
diverse sectors. The Communist Party of China maintains close working relations with the major political parties in Bangladesh and invites 

delegations from these parties to China to deepen their understanding of the evolving 
political situation in China. 

The relations between the two countries entered into a new era of cooperation 
following the visit of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to China in March 2010. During 
�W�K�H���Y�L�V�L�W���� �W�K�H���W�Z�R���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���V�L�J�Q�H�G���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W�V���� �0�2�8�V���D�Q�G���/�H�W�W�H�U���R�I�� �(�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H��
for economic and technical cooperation in different sectors. In June 2010, Chinese 
Vice President Xi Jinping also visited Bangladesh. In October 2010, the two countries 
celebrated the 35th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between 
�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���D�Q�G���&�K�L�Q�D���L�Q���D���E�H�À�W�W�L�Q�J���P�D�Q�Q�H�U��������

The economic cooperation between the two countries has been growing steadily. 
China has so far constructed six China – Bangladesh Friendship Bridges across 
different rivers in Bangladesh. The seventh China-Bangladesh Friendship Bridge 
is under progress. The Bangabandhu International Convention Centre in Dhaka (in 
the heart of the capital city Dhaka), a gift from the Government of China, bears the 
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hallmark of the excellent relations between the two countries. 
�&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���D�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���H�Q�J�D�J�H�G���L�Q���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�Q�J���I�H�U�W�L�O�L�]�H�U���I�D�F�W�R�U�L�H�V�����S�R�Z�H�U���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q��

plants, coal mining, offshore oil and gas exploration, telecommunications, port and railway sector 
development, irrigation and water resource development and other important sectors. These companies 
have implemented a series of projects in Bangladesh against Chinese grants or concessional loans. 
Bangladesh has thus been an important destination for Chinese project outsourcing. The Barapukuria 
Coal mine and Coal based Power Plant in Bangladesh were developed and are being operated by a 
�&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���F�R�P�S�D�Q�\�����2�Q���������)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���������������D���F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O���F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���V�L�J�Q�H�G���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���7�(�/�(�7�$�/�.����
�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �D�Q�G�� �&�K�L�Q�D�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �0�D�F�K�L�Q�H�U�\�� �	�� �(�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W�� �,�P�S�R�U�W�� �	�� �(�[�S�R�U�W�� �&�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� ���&�0�(�&����
�R�Q���D�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W���W�L�W�O�H�G���´�,�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I�� ���*�� �D�Q�G���(�[�S�D�Q�V�L�R�Q���R�I�� �������� �*�� �1�H�W�Z�R�U�N�µ���� �8�Q�G�H�U�� �W�K�L�V�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W���� �&�K�L�Q�D��
would invest nearly US $ 211 million in the telecommunication sector of Bangladesh. The detailed 
�F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O���D�Q�G���À�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W�V���R�Q���W�K�H���������� �E�L�O�O�L�R�Q���5�0�%���¶�6�K�D�K�M�D�O�D�O���)�H�U�W�L�O�L�]�H�U���)�D�F�W�R�U�\�·�� �3�U�R�M�H�F�W���L�V��
�Q�H�D�U�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q�����:�H���D�U�H���D�O�V�R���H�[�S�O�R�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���R�I���J�D�U�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J���&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G���À�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O��
support for the proposed deep sea port in Sonadia. These would be yet more milestones in the bilateral 
relations. 

�7�K�H���Y�R�O�X�P�H���R�I�� �&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���L�V���R�Q���W�K�H���U�L�V�H�����$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J�� �W�R���W�K�H���À�J�X�U�H�V���U�H�O�H�D�V�H�G��
by Board of Investment of Bangladesh, Chinese investment in Bangladesh reached nearly US$ 400 
million by 2010. Similarly, a growing number of Bangladeshi business people are now investing in or 
conducting business from China. The concentration of Bangladeshi business people in manufacturing 
�K�X�E�V�� �O�L�N�H�� �*�X�D�Q�J�G�R�Q�J�� �R�U�� �=�K�H�M�L�D�Q�J�� �S�U�R�Y�L�Q�F�H�� �L�V�� �D�G�G�L�Q�J���D�� �Q�H�Z�� �G�L�P�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�·�V�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F��
relations with China.

The bilateral trade figure has surpassed US $7 billion in 2010. In spite of the world wide recession, the bilateral trade has not been 
affected. China has emerged as the biggest source of import for Bangladesh since 2007. Bangladesh ranks as the third biggest export 
�G�H�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���&�K�L�Q�D���L�Q���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K���$�V�L�D�Q���U�H�J�L�R�Q�����%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�·�V���W�R�W�D�O���H�[�S�R�U�W���W�R���&�K�L�Q�D���L�Q�������������D�P�R�X�Q�W�H�G���W�R���8�6�������������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�����&�K�L�Q�D���F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W�O�\��
underlines its policy decision to reduce the widening trade imbalance between the two countries. It has offered duty free access to 4721 
�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���I�U�R�P���/�'�&�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���$�V�L�D���3�D�F�L�À�F���7�U�D�G�H���$�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W�����$�3�7�$�������Z�K�L�F�K���F�D�P�H���L�Q�W�R���H�I�I�H�F�W���I�U�R�P���������-�X�O�\���������������,�Q��
order to help enhance Chinese import from Bangladesh, the Chinese side sends purchase missions on a regular basis.

�'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Y�L�V�L�W���R�I���3�U�H�P�L�H�U���:�H�Q���-�L�D�E�D�R���W�R���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���L�Q���$�S�U�L�O���������������W�K�H���W�Z�R���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���D�J�U�H�H�G���W�R���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K���G�L�U�H�F�W���D�L�U���D�Q�G���U�R�D�G���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\��
�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���W�Z�R���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���W�R���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���S�U�R�P�R�W�H���W�U�D�G�H�����L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���W�R�X�U�L�V�P���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���S�H�R�S�O�H���W�R���S�H�R�S�O�H���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�V�����7�K�H���G�L�U�H�F�W���Á�L�J�K�W�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q��
the capitals of the two countries started operating since May 2005 with great success. The two sides are presently pursuing the issue of 
�U�H�Y�L�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���U�R�D�G���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q���D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�H���D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���6�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���6�L�O�N���U�R�X�W�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���.�X�Q�P�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�R�U�W���F�L�W�\���R�I���&�K�L�W�W�D�J�R�Q�J���L�Q���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���W�K�U�R�X�J�K��
Myanmar. The issue is being discussed by the members of civil society under the purview of BCIM promoting sub-regional cooperation 
�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �D�U�H�D�� �F�R�Y�H�U�L�Q�J�� �6�R�X�W�K���:�H�V�W�� �&�K�L�Q�D���� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�����0�\�D�Q�P�D�U�� �D�Q�G�� �1�R�U�W�K�� �(�D�V�W�� �,�Q�G�L�D���� �.�X�Q�P�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �&�K�L�W�W�D�J�R�Q�J�� �K�D�Y�H�� �I�R�U�J�H�G�� �V�L�V�W�H�U�� �F�L�W�\��
�U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���E�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���W�Z�R���F�L�W�L�H�V���F�O�R�V�H�U���W�R���H�D�F�K���R�W�K�H�U�����,�Q���$�X�J�X�V�W���������������W�K�H���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U���R�I���<�X�Q�Q�D�Q���3�U�R�Y�L�Q�F�H���S�D�L�G���D�Q���R�I�À�F�L�D�O���Y�L�V�L�W���W�R��
�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�����'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���Y�L�V�L�W���D���V�H�U�L�H�V���R�I���0�2�8�V���Z�H�U�H���V�L�J�Q�H�G���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���3�H�R�S�O�H�·�V���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���R�I���<�X�Q�Q�D�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K��
for cooperation in the fields of agriculture, energy and mineral resources of Bangladesh, and for cooperation in tourism, education and 
cultural exchanges.

Bangladesh and China are now cooperating in wide range of areas including industries, agriculture, water resources development, 
�Á�R�R�G�� �I�R�U�H�F�D�V�W�L�Q�J���� �H�D�U�W�K�T�X�D�N�H�� �Z�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���� �V�F�L�H�Q�F�H�� �D�Q�G�� �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\���� �V�S�D�F�H�� �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�� �D�Q�G�� �D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���� �S�X�E�O�L�F�� �V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �D�U�H�D�V�����7�K�H�� �)�L�U�V�W��
�-�R�L�Q�W���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���R�I���$�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�H���K�H�O�G���L�W�V���À�U�V�W���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���'�K�D�N�D���L�Q�������������D�Q�G���L�G�H�Q�W�L�À�H�G���V�R�P�H���V�S�H�F�L�À�F���D�U�H�D�V���R�I���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�H���6�H�F�R�Q�G���-�R�L�Q�W��
Committee Meeting was held in October 2010. China has been providing invaluable support to Bangladesh in propagating the use of hybrid 
seed varieties. The two countries have been exchanging experience and expertise in the areas of poverty alleviation and micro-finance. 
�7�K�H���&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���L�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J�� �K�\�G�U�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���G�D�W�D���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���X�S�V�W�U�H�D�P���R�I�� �W�K�H���<�D�U�O�X�Q�J�]�D�Q�J�E�R���U�L�Y�H�U���W�R���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q���W�K�H���Á�R�R�G���I�R�U�H�F�D�V�W�L�Q�J��

system in Bangladesh. Bangladesh has been 
one of the stakeholders in the Small Multi-
mission Satellite being developed by China 
�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �6�S�D�F�H���$�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K��
is actively considering China’s cooperation 
in the field of space technology, especially 
in launching a communication satellite. The 
�&�K�L�Q�H�V�H�� �*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�V�� �U�H�J�X�O�D�U�� �W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J��
programmes for Bangladeshi nationals and 
thereby immensely contributes to capacity 
building in both the public and private sectors of 
Bangladesh.

The defence cooperation between Bangladesh 
and China is traditionally very sound and strong. 
China has been a major source of materials and 
�H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W���I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �D�U�P�H�G�� �I�R�U�F�H�V�� �R�I�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K����
China also offers long and medium term 
training programmes to Bangladesh defence 
forces. Members of Chinese armed forces 
also take part in various international training 
courses in Bangladesh. The two countries are 
contemplating forging cooperation to further 
complement their respective contributions to UN 
Peacekeeping Missions.

The two countries have always had excellent 
�F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���À�H�O�G�V���R�I���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���F�X�O�W�X�U�H�����5�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\�����W�K�H���&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���K�D�V���N�L�Q�G�O�\���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S���T�X�R�W�D���I�R�U���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K��
�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�� �I�U�R�P�� ������ �W�R�� ������ �R�Q�� �D�Q�� �D�Q�Q�X�D�O�� �E�D�V�L�V�����7�K�H�� �W�Z�R���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� �F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G�� �D�� �E�L�O�D�W�H�U�D�O�� �&�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���$�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W���V�R�R�Q�� �D�I�W�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I��
�G�L�S�O�R�P�D�W�L�F���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G���V�X�E�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\���V�L�J�Q�H�G���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���W�L�P�H���E�R�X�Q�G���(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���3�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H�V���W�R���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\���W�K�H���V�S�H�F�L�À�F���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���R�U���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H��
issues.    

The tourism cooperation between the two countries has also witnessed growth in recent times. In 2005, Bangladesh was awarded the 
�$�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G���'�H�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���6�W�D�W�X�V�� ���$�'�6���� �I�R�U�� �&�K�L�Q�H�V�H�� �W�R�X�U�L�V�W�V�� �D�Q�G���O�D�W�H�U���L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �V�D�P�H�� �\�H�D�U���� �W�K�H�� �W�Z�R�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� �V�L�J�Q�H�G���D�Q���0�2�8�� �R�Q���)�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I��
�*�U�R�X�S���9�L�V�L�W�V���R�I���&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���W�R�X�U�L�V�W�V���W�R���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�����:�L�W�K���W�K�H���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W���R�I���G�L�U�H�F�W���Á�L�J�K�W�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���W�Z�R���F�D�S�L�W�D�O�V�����W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�L��
�W�R�X�U�L�V�W�V���Y�L�V�L�W�L�Q�J���&�K�L�Q�D���K�D�V���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W�O�\�����2�Q���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���K�D�Q�G�����H�I�I�R�U�W�V���D�U�H���E�H�L�Q�J���P�D�G�H���W�R���S�U�R�P�R�W�H���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���D�V���D���S�R�S�X�O�D�U���G�H�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q��
�D�P�R�Q�J���&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���W�R�X�U�L�V�W�V�����7�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���W�R�X�U�L�V�P���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���W�K�H���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���V�H�F�W�R�U���W�R�X�U���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�U�V���D�U�H���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J��
business contacts with their Chinese counterparts, and actively participating in different tourism and travel fairs being held in China. It is 
expected that with the complementary tourism resources between the two countries, cooperation in tourism sector would be further enhanced 
in the days to come.

The momentum of Sino-Bangladesh relations will continue to gather strength from year to year. China’s phenomenal rise as a global 
�H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���H�Q�J�L�Q�H���L�V���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�R���E�H�Q�H�À�W���W�K�H���V�P�D�O�O�H�U���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�X�U�L�Q�J���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���O�L�N�H���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���D�F�K�L�H�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V����
�7�K�H���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���S�H�R�S�O�H���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���Z�R�X�O�G���O�L�N�H���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���W�K�H���D�E�V�R�O�X�W�H���R�S�W�L�P�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���V�X�F�K���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���L�Q�W�H�Q�V�H���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U��
a win-win situation for both the countries.
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Bangladesh and China enjoy time tested friendly
relations. Our bilateral relations are characterized by sustained

e�orts to further broaden the nature and scope of
our cooperation. Our aim is to promote stronger peopleto-
people contacts through enhanced connectivity between

our two countries.
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"Digital Bangladesh" - Pathway to a "Bengal of Gold"
–Interview with H. E. Mr. Munshi Faiz Ahmad, Ambassador of Bangladesh to China

Reporter: This year marks the 40th anniversary of Independence and National Day of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh. Could 
you share with us the development and progress your country has made during the past 40 years?

Ambassador: Thank you very much for having me for this interview. It’s always a privilege and pleasure to meet people from 
�&�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O���(�[�S�U�H�V�V�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J���I�R�U���T�X�L�W�H���V�R�P�H���W�L�P�H���Q�R�Z�����$�Q�G���W�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X���I�R�U���D�O�O���\�R�X�U���K�H�O�S���L�Q���R�X�U���Z�R�U�N���K�H�U�H�����:�H�O�O����������
�\�H�D�U�V���L�V���T�X�L�W�H���D���O�R�Q�J���W�L�P�H���L�Q���D���S�H�U�V�R�Q�·�V���O�L�I�H�����E�X�W���L�W���P�D�\���Q�R�W���E�H���V�X�F�K���D���O�R�Q�J���W�L�P�H���L�Q���D���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�·�V���O�L�I�H�����2�X�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���K�D�V���D���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���P�L�O�O�H�Q�Q�L�X�P�V����

�:�H�� �D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�G�� �L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H�� �L�Q�� ������������ �D�Q�G�� �L�Q�K�H�U�L�W�H�G�� �D�� �Z�D�U���U�D�Y�D�J�H�G��
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����$�I�W�H�U���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H���� �Z�H���K�D�G���W�R���E�X�L�O�G���D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���V�F�U�D�W�F�K����
Our strategic dream was to build “Sonar Bangla”- a Bengal of Gold. 
�$�Q�G���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���������\�H�D�U�V�����Z�H���K�D�Y�H���P�D�G�H���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���L�Q���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���À�H�O�G�V����
To mention but a few:

First, at the time of independence, our population was about 75 
�P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�H�� �F�R�X�O�G�� �Q�R�W�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�� �H�Q�R�X�J�K�� �I�R�R�G�� �I�R�U�� �R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V���� �:�H��
�X�V�H�G���W�R���L�P�S�R�U�W���D���O�D�U�J�H���T�X�D�Q�W�L�W�\���R�I���I�R�R�G�����:�H���D�U�H���Q�R�Z���D�E�O�H���W�R���S�U�R�G�X�F�H��
�H�Q�R�X�J�K�� �I�R�R�G�� �I�R�U�� �������� �P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�� �S�H�R�S�O�H���� �:�H�� �K�D�Y�H�� �D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�G�� �Q�H�D�U�� �V�H�O�I��
�V�X�I�À�F�L�H�Q�F�\���L�Q���J�U�D�L�Q���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q��

Second, the average life expectancy of our people was 27, now 
life expectancy is beyond 66.

�7�K�L�U�G���� �������� �R�I�� �R�X�U�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �D�U�H�� �O�L�W�H�U�D�W�H�� �Q�R�Z���� �$�W�� �W�K�H�� �W�L�P�H�� �R�I��
independence, literacy was less than 27 %. That means the rest of the 
population was illiterate, even couldn’t read or write. Now we have 
over 95% enrollment in schools on average. Previously, most of the 
girls didn’t go to school. Now the enrollment of girl and boy students 
�L�V���H�T�X�D�O��

�)�R�X�U�W�K���� �R�X�U���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���W�U�D�G�H���K�D�V���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���P�D�Q�\���I�R�O�G�V�����:�H���G�L�G��
not have many industries at that time because of the war. Now we are 
�K�D�Y�L�Q�J���D���J�R�R�G���E�D�V�H���R�I���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\�����$�Q�G���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�H�V���D�U�H���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W��
17% of our GDP, agriculture contributes about 16%. In 1971 People 
earned about 160 dollars each year per capita. Now over 700 dollars. 
�7�K�L�V���L�V���D���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H����

�2�X�U���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V���L�Q���Z�R�P�H�Q�·�V���H�P�S�R�Z�H�U�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���J�H�Q�G�H�U���H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\����

reduction of child and maternal mortality, spread of non formal education and poverty alleviation are also well known and have been 
�D�F�F�O�D�L�P�H�G���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�����7�K�H�V�H���D�U�H���V�R�P�H���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�R�U�V���R�I���R�X�U���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���������\�H�D�U�V�����,���D�P���F�R�Q�À�G�H�Q�W�����Z�H���Z�L�O�O���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���P�R�Y�H���D�K�H�D�G���W�R��
make our people have a better life over the years.

�5�H�S�R�U�W�H�U���,�W�·�V�� �E�H�H�Q���W�Z�R���\�H�D�U�V���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���W�R�R�N���R�I�À�F�H���� �Z�K�D�W�·�V�� �W�K�H���P�D�M�R�U���W�D�V�N���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�"���:�K�D�W���N�L�Q�G���R�I�� �V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\�� �K�D�V��
been made for future development?

Ambassador: �:�H�O�O���� �W�Z�R�� �\�H�D�U�V�� �L�V�� �Q�R�W���V�X�F�K�� �D�� �O�R�Q�J�� �W�L�P�H�����7�K�H�� �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �S�D�U�W�\�� �P�D�G�H�� �L�W�V�� �R�Z�Q�� �F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W�V�� �E�H�I�R�U�H�� �W�K�H�� �H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�H�� �Q�H�Z��
�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���L�V�����W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�����W�U�\�L�Q�J���W�R���I�X�O�À�O�O���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W�V���W�K�H�\���P�D�G�H�����6�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W�V���Z�H�U�H���W�R���W�U�\���W�R���N�H�H�S���W�K�H���S�U�L�F�H�V���X�Q�G�H�U���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O����
�V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q���U�X�O�H���R�I�� �O�D�Z���� �U�H�Y�L�W�D�O�L�]�H���W�K�H���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\���� �D�Q�G���W�R���Z�R�U�N���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�� �D���G�L�J�L�W�D�O���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���� �D���P�L�G�G�O�H���L�Q�F�R�P�H���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���E�\�� ������������
�2�Y�H�U���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���W�Z�R���\�H�D�U�V���� �L�Q���V�S�L�W�H���R�I�� �W�K�H���V�H�U�L�R�X�V���J�O�R�E�D�O���À�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���F�U�L�V�L�V���� �Z�H���V�X�F�F�H�H�G�H�G���L�Q���N�H�H�S�L�Q�J�� �D���K�H�D�O�W�K�\�� �S�D�F�H���R�I�� �J�U�R�Z�W�K���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q������ �D�Q�G������
�S�H�U�F�H�Q�W�����$�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���O�D�V�W���\�H�D�U�����L�W���Z�D�V���R�Y�H�U�����������2�X�U���H�[�S�R�U�W�V���D�Q�G���L�P�S�R�U�W�V���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�����:�H���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���D�E�O�H���W�R���N�H�H�S���W�K�H���S�U�L�F�H���X�Q�G�H�U���V�R�P�H��
control. Many projects were restored and revived. The government has also undertaken some short and medium term plans to tackle the 
problems of electricity and gas shortages in Bangladesh. 
�:�H���K�D�Y�H���W�D�N�H�Q���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���V�W�H�S�V���I�R�U���H�[�S�O�R�U�L�Q�J���Q�H�Z���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���J�D�V��
fields. The top priority of the new government over the 
last two years has been agriculture and rural development. 
Most of our people live in the rural areas. Therefore, the 
government has spent more money in agriculture and 
the wellbeing of farmers. The other top priority of the 
government has been education. 

Reporter: The year of 2011 is in the middle of the 
35th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic 
relations between the two countries. How would you 
like to comment on our bilateral relations, especially 
�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �\�H�D�U�� �R�I�� ���������"�� �:�K�D�W�·�V�� �\�R�X�U�� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �R�I��
“Partners in Progress”?

Ambassador: In October last year we started the 
celebrations for the 35th anniversary of establishment 
of diplomatic relations between Bangladesh and China. 
�%�R�W�K�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �D�Q�G�� �&�K�L�Q�D�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �V�R�P�H�� �V�S�H�F�L�D�O��
commemorative events last year and there will be more 
�H�Y�H�Q�W�V���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�����:�H���K�D�G���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���U�H�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���2�F�W�R�E�H�U���O�D�V�W��
year. There were also some exchange of special visits and 
�G�H�O�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �7�K�H�� �&�3�$�)�)�&�� �V�H�Q�W�� �D�� �G�H�O�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q�� �K�H�D�G�H�G�� �E�\��
Chairman Mr. Chen Haosu to Bangladesh for the special 
occasion. They took a group of eye doctors to give 100 
Bangladesh patients free of charge surgery to restore 
�H�\�H�V�L�J�K�W�����:�H�� �K�R�S�H�� �W�R�� �K�D�Y�H�� �V�R�P�H�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�V�� �W�K�L�V��
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�\�H�D�U�����:�H���D�U�H���W�U�\�L�Q�J���W�R���D�U�U�D�Q�J�H���D���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���W�U�R�X�S�H���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���W�R���S�H�U�I�R�U�P���L�Q���&�K�L�Q�D�����&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���W�U�R�X�S�H���Z�L�O�O���D�O�V�R���J�R���W�R���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K����
���������� �K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���D���Y�H�U�\���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���\�H�D�U���L�Q���R�X�U���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����:�H���J�R�W���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���L�Q�������������� �,�Q���0�D�U�F�K�������������� �R�X�U���3�U�L�P�H���0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U���S�D�L�G���D�Q��

�R�I�À�F�L�D�O���Y�L�V�L�W���W�R���&�K�L�Q�D���D�W���W�K�H���L�Q�Y�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I�� �&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���3�U�H�P�L�H�U���:�H�Q���-�L�D�E�D�R���� �6�K�H���K�D�G���R�I�À�F�L�D�O���W�D�O�N�V�� �Z�L�W�K���3�U�H�P�L�H�U���:�H�Q���-�L�D�E�D�R���D�Q�G���D�O�V�R���P�H�W���Z�L�W�K��
�&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���O�H�D�G�H�U�V���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���+�X���-�L�Q�W�D�R���D�Q�G���&�K�D�L�U�P�D�Q���:�X���%�D�Q�J�E�X�R���� �6�K�H���D�O�V�R���Y�L�V�L�W�H�G���.�X�Q�P�L�Q�J�����<�X�Q�Q�D�Q���D�Q�G���K�D�G���D���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U��
�R�I���<�X�Q�Q�D�Q�����'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���Y�L�V�L�W�����V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W�V���Z�H�U�H���V�L�J�Q�H�G�����7�K�L�V���Z�D�V���W�K�H���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���D���Q�H�Z���F�K�D�S�W�H�U���L�Q���R�X�U���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���Y�L�V�L�W���R�X�U��
relations were raised to the level of “Closer Comprehensive Partnership of Cooperation”. In June, 2010, vice president Xi Jinping visited 
�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�����+�L�V���Y�L�V�L�W���D�O�V�R���D�G�G�H�G���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���L�P�S�H�W�X�V���W�R���R�X�U���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����:�H���K�D�Y�H���Q�R�W�L�F�H�G���W�K�D�W���E�H�I�R�U�H���R�X�U���3�U�L�P�H���0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�·�V���Y�L�V�L�W���Z�H���L�V�V�X�H�G���V�L�[���W�R���H�L�J�K�W��
�K�X�Q�G�U�H�G���Y�L�V�D�V���H�D�F�K���P�R�Q�W�K���W�R���&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�V�����$�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���Y�L�V�L�W�����Z�H���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���L�V�V�X�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W�������������W�R�������������H�Y�H�U�\���P�R�Q�W�K�����,�W�·�V���G�R�X�E�O�H�G���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H��
�O�D�V�W���I�H�Z���P�R�Q�W�K�V�����)�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���3�U�H�P�L�H�U���:�H�Q���-�L�D�E�D�R�·�V���Y�L�V�L�W���W�R���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���L�Q���������������%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�G���D�V���D�Q���D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G���G�H�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q��

country for Chinese tourists. Now more and more Chinese 
�W�R�X�U�L�V�W�V�� �D�U�H�� �Y�L�V�L�W�L�Q�J�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���� �:�H�� �K�R�S�H�� �L�W�� �Z�L�O�O�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�� �W�R��
increase. 

�:�H�� �D�O�V�R�� �K�D�G�� �D�� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �-�R�L�Q�W���(�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�� �&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q��
���-�(�&���� �O�D�V�W�� �\�H�D�U���� �,�W�� �L�V�� �Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\�� �I�R�U�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� �O�L�N�H�� �&�K�L�Q�D�� �D�Q�G��
Bangladesh to also coordinate and cooperate in matters 
of climate change, because Bangladesh is one of the most 
�Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�O�H�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� �L�Q�� �U�H�V�S�H�F�W�� �R�I�� �F�O�L�P�D�W�H�� �F�K�D�Q�J�H�����:�H��
think that there is scope for a lot of cooperation between 
China and Bangladesh for greener economic development. 
Trade between our two countries is growing fast. Chinese 
investors are investing in Bangladesh in increasing numbers. 
Our cooperation in culture, education, agriculture, science 
and technology, as well as in defence and security are also 
�I�O�R�X�U�L�V�K�L�Q�J���� �0�R�V�W�� �R�I�� �R�X�U�� �G�H�I�H�Q�V�H�� �H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W�V�� �D�U�H�� �E�R�X�J�K�W�� �I�U�R�P��
�&�K�L�Q�D�����:�K�L�O�H���R�X�U���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���D�O�O���W�K�H�V�H���V�H�F�W�R�U�V�� �L�V�� �G�H�H�S�H�Q�L�Q�J��
they are also expanding into new areas every day. This is what 
“comprehensive partnership of cooperation” means. 

Reporter: Bangladesh is the initiator of South Asian 
Association for Regional Cooperation and this year it 
attended the Economic Cooperation Forum of Bangladesh, 
�&�K�L�Q�D�����,�Q�G�L�D���D�Q�G���0�\�D�Q�P�D�U�����:�K�D�W���N�L�Q�G���R�I���U�R�O�H���G�R���\�R�X���W�K�L�Q�N��
Bangladesh play in promoting regional development of 
South Asia?

Ambassador:�<�R�X���D�U�H���U�L�J�K�W���� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���Z�D�V���W�K�H���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�R�U���R�I��
�W�K�H�� �L�G�H�D�� �R�I�� �6�R�X�W�K���$�V�L�D�Q���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�� �I�R�U�� �5�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �&�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
���6�$�$�5�&�������2�X�U���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R���S�U�R�P�R�W�L�Q�J���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
is, therefore, unshakable. There are only limited things each 
country can achieve by its efforts alone. If we cooperate, 

�W�K�H�Q�� �Z�H�� �F�D�Q�� �D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�� �P�X�F�K�� �P�R�U�H�����$�Q�G�� �W�K�H�U�H�� �D�U�H�� �F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�� �W�K�L�Q�J�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �Q�H�H�G�� �W�R��
be done together, because they go beyond the borders, like the rivers. River 
�E�D�V�L�Q���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���V�K�D�U�L�Q�J���R�I�� �W�K�H���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���R�I�� �W�K�H���U�L�Y�H�U���H�T�X�L�W�D�E�O�\�� �U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V��
�M�R�L�Q�W���D�Q�G���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�Y�H�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�V�����$�Q�R�W�K�H�U�� �W�K�L�Q�J�� �L�V�� �W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����<�R�X�� �F�D�Q�Q�R�W���O�L�Y�H��
�Z�L�W�K�L�Q���\�R�X�U���R�Z�Q���E�R�U�G�H�U�V���L�Q���D���J�O�R�E�D�O�L�]�H�G���Z�R�U�O�G�����,�Q���V�K�R�U�W�����\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���W�R���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�H��
�Z�H�O�O�� �Z�L�W�K�� �\�R�X�U�� �Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�X�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �E�H�\�R�Q�G�����$�Q�G�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�D�W���U�H�D�V�R�Q���� �,�� �W�K�L�Q�N�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O��
cooperation is very important for Bangladesh. 

Bangladesh is committed to promoting regional cooperation throughout 
�6�R�X�W�K���$�V�L�D�� �D�Q�G�� �E�H�\�R�Q�G���� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �V�K�H�� �L�V�� �O�R�F�D�W�H�G�� �V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F�D�O�O�\�� �O�L�N�H�� �D�� �E�U�L�G�J�H��
�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���6�R�X�W�K���$�V�L�D���D�Q�G���6�R�X�W�K�H�D�V�W���$�V�L�D�����$�Q�G���Z�H���D�U�H���D�O�V�R���F�O�R�V�H���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�X�U�V���R�I��
China. Therefore we want to promote friendship and cooperation throughout 
the region. 

�:�H�� �D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�G�� �W�K�H�� ���W�K�� �V�H�V�V�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �%�&�,�0�� �L�Q�� �.�X�Q�P�L�Q�J�� �H�D�U�O�L�H�U�� �W�K�L�V�� �\�H�D�U���� �1�H�[�W��
session will be held in India, most likely in Calcutta. The BCIM has a very 
�X�Q�L�T�X�H�� �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W���� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���� �0�\�D�Q�P�D�U���� �6�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q�� �S�D�U�W�� �R�I�� �&�K�L�Q�D���� �D�Q�G��
Northern-eastern part of India, as a sub-region, have huge potential for cooperation in many important areas, particularly in connectivity, joint 
development of resources and trade and investment. 

�6�$�$�5�&���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���H�[�F�O�X�G�H���&�K�L�Q�D���D�Q�\���P�R�U�H�����&�K�L�Q�D���L�V���Y�H�U�\���D�F�W�L�Y�H���D�V���D�Q���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H���I�R�U�X�P�����$�Q�G���Z�H���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���W�K�D�W���&�K�L�Q�D���F�R�X�O�G���E�H�F�R�P�H���D��
�I�X�O�O���P�H�P�E�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���I�R�U�X�P���L�Q���Q�H�D�U���I�X�W�X�U�H�����:�H���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���D�Q�G���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���6�$�$�5�&���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���L�Q���%�&�,�0��

 
Reporter: Bilateral trade volume between China and Bangladesh was 4.58 billion US dollars in 2009 and the number is still 

�J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J���L�Q���������������:�K�L�F�K���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�H�V���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H���P�R�V�W���W�R���W�K�H���J�U�R�Z�W�K�"���:�K�D�W�·�V���W�K�H���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���R�I���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���D�Q�G���W�U�D�G�H�����D�V���Z�H�O�O��
as agriculture in recent year? 

Ambassador:�,�Q�� �O�D�V�W���������� �\�H�D�U�V�� �W�K�H�� �W�U�D�G�H���Y�R�O�X�P�H�� �K�D�V�� �G�R�X�E�O�H�G���� �-�X�V�W���E�H�I�R�U�H�� ������������ �R�X�U�� �W�U�D�G�H���Y�R�O�X�P�H�� �Z�D�V�� �D�E�R�X�W������ �E�L�O�O�L�R�Q���8�6�� �G�R�O�O�D�U�V�����$�Q�G��
�Q�R�Z���L�W���L�V���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q�������E�L�O�O�L�R�Q���8�6���G�R�O�O�D�U�V�����7�K�L�V���L�V���D���K�X�J�H���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�����$�V���I�R�U���Z�K�L�F�K���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�V���P�R�V�W�����,���W�K�L�Q�N���W�H�[�W�L�O�H���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���L�V���W�K�H���P�R�V�W��
�L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�R�U�����E�R�W�K���I�R�U���L�P�S�R�U�W�V���D�Q�G���H�[�S�R�U�W�V�����)�U�R�P���&�K�L�Q�D���Z�H���L�P�S�R�U�W���P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�U�L�H�V�����R�W�K�H�U���H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W�V�����U�D�Z���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���D�Q�G���D�F�F�H�V�V�R�U�L�H�V���I�R�U��
�W�K�H���W�H�[�W�L�O�H���I�D�F�W�R�U�L�H�V���L�Q���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�����7�K�H�Q���Z�H���D�O�V�R���H�[�S�R�U�W���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�E�O�H���T�X�D�Q�W�L�W�\���R�I���U�H�D�G�\���P�D�G�H���J�D�U�P�H�Q�W�V���W�R���&�K�L�Q�D�����:�H���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���V�H�O�O�L�Q�J���&�K�L�Q�D��
�L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J���T�X�D�Q�W�L�W�L�H�V���H�Y�H�U�\���\�H�D�U�����%�H�F�D�X�V�H���P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J���L�Q���&�K�L�Q�D���L�V���E�H�F�R�P�L�Q�J���F�R�V�W�O�\���H�Y�H�U�\���\�H�D�U�����V�R���R�X�U���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���D�U�H���E�H�F�R�P�L�Q�J���F�R�P�S�D�U�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\��
�F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�Y�H���� �0�R�U�H�� �W�K�D�Q�� �8�6���� �������� �E�L�O�O�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �W�U�D�G�H�� �Y�R�O�X�P�H�� �R�I�� ���� �E�L�O�O�L�R�Q�� �8�6�� �G�R�O�O�D�U�V�� �L�V�� �R�X�U�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �&�K�L�Q�D�����:�H�� �E�X�\�� �F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�� �S�O�D�Q�W�V����
�P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�U�L�H�V�����D�F�F�H�V�V�R�U�L�H�V�����G�\�H�L�Q�J���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V�����R�W�K�H�U���F�K�H�P�L�F�D�O�V�����D�Q�G���U�D�Z���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���I�R�U���R�W�K�H�U���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�H�V���I�U�R�P���&�K�L�Q�D���D�V���Z�H�O�O�����:�H���D�O�V�R���L�P�S�R�U�W���V�R�O�D�U��
panels from China.  China is the largest source of our capital goods import.

�:�H�� �D�O�V�R�� �H�Q�M�R�\�� �H�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�W�� �F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q���$�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�H���� �:�H�� �D�U�H�� �X�V�L�Q�J�� �&�K�L�Q�H�V�H�� �K�\�E�U�L�G�� �F�U�R�S�� �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\�� �Z�L�G�H�O�\�� �L�Q�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���� �6�H�H�G�V����
�P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�U�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �&�K�L�Q�D�� �V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W�O�\�� �K�H�O�S�H�G�� �P�R�G�H�U�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �R�X�U���$�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�H�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�V�X�O�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�U�H�P�H�Q�G�R�X�V�� �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�� �L�Q��
�H�I�À�F�L�H�Q�F�\���D�Q�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\�����&�K�L�Q�D���K�D�V���D�O�V�R���E�H�H�Q���K�H�O�S�L�Q�J���X�V���E�\���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U���R�X�U���$�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�V�W�V���D�Q�G��
�R�I�À�F�L�D�O�V�����W�K�X�V���K�H�O�S�L�Q�J���L�Q���K�X�P�D�Q���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J��

�5�H�S�R�U�W�H�U���<�R�X�� �M�X�V�W�� �P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �L�V���S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �E�X�L�O�G�� �D�� �´�'�L�J�L�W�D�O�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�µ�� �E�\�� ���������� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J��
�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\�����&�D�Q���\�R�X���W�D�O�N���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�L�V���S�O�D�Q�"

Ambassador: “Digital Bangladesh” means that the current government in the next 10 years will focus more on knowledge-based and 
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�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���E�D�V�H�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�����:�H���K�D�Y�H���S�X�W���P�R�U�H���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���R�Q���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���P�R�U�H���D�Q�G���P�R�U�H���X�V�H���R�I���,�&�7���D�Q�G���F�R�P�S�X�W�H�U�V���L�Q���P�D�Q�\���V�F�K�R�R�O�V���R�I��
Bangladesh, even in rural areas, to ensure that students there have access to this wonderful media. Now the public exam results are announced 
on internet. Computers and internet have opened up everything throughout the world. In the process, we have more and more services 
provided electronically by the government. For example, we are using the internet to process tenders, accepting the bids and announcing the 
results through internet. It improves participation, transparency and speed of work. Gradually, we are moving towards e-governance era. The 
�U�H�V�X�O�W�L�Q�J���P�R�G�H�U�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�I���K�X�P�D�Q���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���D�Q�G���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�D�Q�F�H���Z�L�O�O���U�D�L�V�H���H�I�À�F�L�H�Q�F�\���D�Q�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���������7�K�H���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G���R�I���O�L�I�H���R�I��
people will improve faster. This way we hope to achieve a middle income country status for Bangladesh by 2021- that is “Vision 2021”. The 
two things come together, “Digital Bangladesh” and “Vision2021”.

�5�H�S�R�U�W�H�U�����7�K�L�V���\�H�D�U���L�V���W�K�H���À�I�W�K���D�Q�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�U�\���R�I���W�K�H���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W���R�I���&�R�Q�I�X�F�L�X�V���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���L�Q���1�R�U�W�K���6�R�X�W�K���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���D�Q�G���&�K�L�Q�D���D�Q�G��
Bangladesh has deep historical origin in Buddhism exchange. Could you talk about cultural and religious exchanges between the two 
countries in recent years?

Ambassador: �:�H�O�O�����Z�H���K�D�Y�H���O�R�Q�J���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H���L�Q���%�X�G�G�K�L�V�P�����0�X�F�K���R�I���W�K�H���D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���D�Q�G���&�K�L�Q�D���W�R�R�N��
�S�O�D�F�H�� �L�Q�� �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �%�X�G�G�K�L�V�P�����7�K�H�� �&�K�L�Q�H�V�H�� �P�R�Q�N�V�� �O�L�N�H�� �)�D�� �;�L�D�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �;�X�D�Q�� �=�D�Q�J�� �Y�L�V�L�W�H�G�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� ���W�K�� �W�R�� ���W�K�� �F�H�Q�W�X�U�L�H�V���� �Z�K�H�Q��
�%�X�G�G�K�L�V�W���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�L�H�V���Z�H�U�H���Á�R�X�U�L�V�K�L�Q�J�� �L�Q���%�H�Q�J�D�O���� �,�Q���W�K�H�������W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���� �D�� �I�D�P�R�X�V���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���%�X�G�G�K�L�V�W���P�R�Q�N���Q�D�P�H�G���$�W�L�V�K�D���'�L�S�D�Q�N�D�U���F�D�P�H��
to Tibet and Sichuan of China. Then he spent many years in China and died in Tibet. He is known as one of the most important pioneers 
of the Tibetan Buddhism and one of the pioneers of Tibetan traditional medicine. He is also known as an engineer and contributed to the 
�U�H�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���G�H�V�L�J�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���S�D�U�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���L�U�U�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���V�\�V�W�H�P���L�Q���6�L�F�K�X�D�Q�����)�D�P�R�X�V���&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���Q�D�Y�L�J�D�W�R�U���=�K�H�Q�J���+�H���W�R�R�N���V�H�Y�H�Q���P�D�U�L�W�L�P�H��

expeditions out to the world. On two of his voyages, he stopped at 
Chittagong, the largest port in Bangladesh. The name Chittagong 
sounds like “ji da gang” in Chinese, which means “very big port”. 
Others think it must be “xi da gang” which means “large port in the 
�:�H�V�W�µ�����3�H�U�K�D�S�V���W�K�H���Q�D�P�H���Z�D�V���J�L�Y�H�Q���E�\���=�K�H�Q�J���+�H����

In the 1950s, our Father of the Nation Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
�D�Q�G���3�U�H�P�L�H�U���=�K�R�X���(�Q�O�D�L���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�G���Y�L�V�L�W�V�����7�K�H�\���D�U�H���Y�L�W�D�O���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�R�U�V��
to the relations between the two countries and peoples. Since the 
establishment of diplomatic relations in 1975, we have witnessed 
�U�D�S�L�G�� �H�[�S�D�Q�V�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �D�O�O�� �À�H�O�G�V���� �1�R�Z�� �Z�H�� �K�D�Y�H�� �´�F�O�R�V�H�U��
comprehensive partnership of cooperation”. 

Cultural exchanges play an important role in this partnership. The 
Confucius Institutes, you just mentioned, contribute in two ways. 
First, it is helping many Bangladeshis to learn Chinese language; 
second, it is helping to promote Chinese culture and enabling the 
people in Bangladesh to know more about China. Similarly, we 
are sending a lot of students to China to study language and other 
�V�X�E�M�H�F�W�V�����:�H���K�D�Y�H���D�Q���D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W���R�Q���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�D�V��
signed in 1979. Since then, every 3 years, we draw up a cultural 
exchange program. This being the 35th anniversary year, we are 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�L�Q�J���P�R�U�H���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�V��

Reporter: Bangladesh is well known for Bengal Tiger by the whole world. If we want to know more about your country, what 
would you introduce to Chinese people, or how would you describe your country?

Ambassador: Bengal tigers are the icon of Bangladesh, like the dragon is China’s icon. So when we talk about our cooperation, we say 
it’s the cooperation between the dragon and the tiger. I think the most important thing is the friendship between the two countries and peoples. 
�6�R���L�Q���P�\���R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q�����%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���W�R���&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���D�V���D���F�O�R�V�H���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U���D�Q�G���I�U�L�H�Q�G���R�I���&�K�L�Q�D�����:�H�·�U�H���F�O�R�V�H���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�X�U�V���D�Q�G��
�F�O�R�V�H���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V�����$�Q�G���Z�H���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�H���L�Q���D�O�O���À�H�O�G�V��

Reporter: �/�D�V�W���6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U���\�R�X���D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�G���W�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���3�D�Y�L�O�L�R�Q���'�D�\���F�H�U�H�P�R�Q�\���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���K�H�O�G���L�Q���6�K�D�Q�J�K�D�L���:�R�U�O�G���(�[�S�R�����:�K�D�W�·�V��
�W�K�H���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H���R�I���6�K�D�Q�J�K�D�L���:�R�U�O�G���(�[�S�R���L�Q���\�R�X�U���R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���Z�K�D�W�·�V���L�W�V���L�P�S�D�F�W���R�Q���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�·�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�"��

Ambassadors: �,���P�X�V�W���V�W�D�U�W���E�\���S�U�D�L�V�L�Q�J���&�K�L�Q�D���I�R�U���K�R�V�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���:�R�U�O�G���(�[�S�R���L�Q���6�K�D�Q�J�K�D�L���V�R���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O�O�\�����:�H���V�D�Z���Z�K�D�W���&�K�L�Q�D���F�D�Q���G�R���Z�K�H�Q��
�\�R�X���K�R�V�W�H�G���W�K�H���2�O�\�P�S�L�F���L�Q���������������Z�K�L�F�K���Z�D�V���D���J�U�D�Q�G���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�����1�R�Z���W�K�H���:�R�U�O�G���(�[�S�R���L�Q���������������,���W�K�L�Q�N���W�K�H���6�K�D�Q�J�K�D�L���:�R�U�O�G���(�[�S�R���U�H�P�D�L�Q�V���W�K�H���E�H�V�W��
so far. 

�$�O�O���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�����E�L�J���R�U���V�P�D�O�O�����Z�K�H�Q���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���(�[�S�R�����K�D�Y�H���R�Q�H���D�L�P���L�Q���P�L�Q�G�����W�R���P�D�N�H���W�K�H�P���E�H�W�W�H�U���N�Q�R�Z�Q���W�R���W�K�H���U�H�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�����,��
�V�D�Z���E�L�J���J�U�R�X�S�V���F�R�P�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���-�D�S�D�Q���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���S�O�D�F�H�V���W�R���Y�L�V�L�W���W�K�H���(�[�S�R�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�P�H�Q���F�R�P�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���D�O�O���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G����
So it was a good opportunity for us to present ourselves to China and the rest of the world. 

�,�� �P�X�V�W���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�� �R�X�U���W�K�D�Q�N�V�� �D�Q�G���J�U�D�W�L�W�X�G�H���W�R���W�K�H���&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���W�K�H���(�[�S�R�� �D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\�� �I�R�U���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J�� �X�V�� �W�K�H���S�D�Y�L�O�L�R�Q���V�S�D�F�H���I�U�H�H���R�I��
�F�K�D�U�J�H���D�Q�G���D�O�V�R���K�H�O�S�L�Q�J���X�V���L�Q���P�D�Q�\���Z�D�\�V���L�Q���H�Q�V�X�U�L�Q�J���R�X�U���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q�����:�H���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�����S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�K�R���Y�L�V�L�W�H�G���W�K�H���S�D�Y�L�O�L�R�Q���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K��
will remember Bangladesh for a long time and many of them will want to visit Bangladesh. One of the things we presented in our pavilion 
�Z�D�V���W�K�H���6�X�Q�G�D�U�E�D�Q�V�����W�K�H���O�D�U�J�H�V�W���P�D�Q�J�U�R�Y�H���I�R�U�H�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�����,�W���L�V���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�Q�J���W�R���E�H���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���V�H�Y�H�Q���1�D�W�X�U�D�O���:�R�Q�G�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���:�R�U�O�G���D�Q�G���,���K�R�S�H��
�L�W���Z�L�O�O���V�X�F�F�H�H�G�����:�H���D�O�V�R���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���R�X�U���S�H�R�S�O�H�·�V���O�L�I�H���D�Q�G���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���W�R���P�R�G�H�U�Q�L�]�H���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�����2�X�U���S�H�R�S�O�H���D�U�H���K�D�U�G���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���U�H�V�L�O�L�H�Q�W���L�Q���I�D�F�H���R�I��
�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U�V�����7�K�H���W�K�L�Q�J�V���Z�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���(�[�S�R���Z�L�O�O���K�D�Y�H���D���Y�H�U�\���S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H���L�P�S�D�F�W���R�Q���W�K�H���L�P�D�J�H���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���L�Q���W�K�H���P�L�Q�G�V���R�I���W�K�H��
Chinese people as well as the rest of the world. 

�5�H�S�R�U�W�H�U���� �+�R�Z�� �O�R�Q�J�� �K�D�Y�H���\�R�X�� �E�H�H�Q���L�Q���&�K�L�Q�D���D�V�� �W�K�H���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�L���$�P�E�D�V�V�D�G�R�U���W�R���&�K�L�Q�D�"���:�K�D�W�·�V�� �\�R�X�U���L�P�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���R�Q���&�K�L�Q�D���D�Q�G��
Chinese people? 

Ambassador:�� �,�� �K�D�Y�H���D�O�U�H�D�G�\�� �E�H�H�Q���W�K�H���D�P�E�D�V�V�D�G�R�U���W�R���&�K�L�Q�D���I�R�U���R�Y�H�U���W�K�U�H�H���D�Q�G���D���K�D�O�I�� �\�H�D�U�V���� �,�� �F�D�P�H���K�H�U�H���R�Q���-�X�O�\�� �������� ������������ �(�D�U�O�L�H�U���� �D�O�V�R��
�,�� �V�H�U�Y�H�G�� �L�Q�� �&�K�L�Q�D�����$�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���� �,�� �À�U�V�W���F�D�P�H�� �W�R�� �&�K�L�Q�D�� �L�Q�� ���������� �D�Q�G�� �V�W�X�G�L�H�G�� �&�K�L�Q�H�V�H�� �O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�� �I�R�U�� �W�Z�R�� �\�H�D�U�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �%�H�L�M�L�Q�J�� �/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�� �,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H����
which is now known as the Beijing Language and Culture University. Then I came here again in October, 1984 and left in December 
���������� �D�I�W�H�U�� �V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J�� �D�O�P�R�V�W�� �I�L�Y�H�� �D�Q�G�� �K�D�O�I�� �\�H�D�U�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �(�P�E�D�V�V�\���� �,�Q�� ������������ �&�K�L�Q�D�� �V�W�D�U�W�H�G�� �L�W�V�� �U�H�I�R�U�P�V�� �D�Q�G���R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���X�S�� �S�R�O�L�F�\���� �:�H�� �V�W�D�U�W�H�G�� �W�R��
see the private sector opening up in China. These things gradually shaped the China that we see today. In course of this march towards 
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���� �P�R�G�H�U�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���W�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H���G�L�I�À�F�X�O�W���W�L�P�H�V���� �D�Q�G���,�� �W�K�L�Q�N���W�K�H���&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���R�Y�H�U�F�D�P�H���W�K�H���G�L�I�À�F�X�O�W�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K���U�H�V�R�O�Y�H��
�D�Q�G�� �G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���� �7�K�H�Q�� �D�V�� �\�R�X�� �F�U�R�V�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �����V�� �L�Q�W�R�� �����V���� �Z�H�� �V�W�D�U�W�H�G�� �W�R�� �V�H�H�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�V�X�O�W�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�I�R�U�P�V���� �(�[�S�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �P�R�G�H�U�Q�L�]�L�Q�J��
�L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���� �P�R�G�H�U�Q�� �I�D�F�W�R�U�L�H�V���� �E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V���� �D�Q�G�� �V�K�L�Q�\�� �Q�H�Z�� �F�D�U�V�� �F�U�R�Z�G�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �V�W�U�H�H�W�V�����:�K�H�Q�� �,�� �F�D�P�H�� �E�D�F�N�� �L�Q�� ������������ �,�� �V�D�Z�� �D�O�O�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �V�L�J�Q�V�� �R�I��
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���P�R�G�H�U�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����W�K�H���P�R�V�W���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���W�K�L�Q�J���,���K�D�Y�H���Q�R�W�L�F�H�G���L�V���W�K�H���E�U�L�J�K�W�Q�H�V�V���R�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H�·�V���I�D�F�H�V�����%�H�I�R�U�H���Z�K�H�Q���&�K�L�Q�H�V�H��
�S�H�R�S�O�H���P�H�W���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q�H�U�V�����W�K�H�\���Z�R�X�O�G���W�U�\���W�R���D�Y�R�L�G���W�K�H�P�����1�R�Z���L�W���K�D�V���F�K�D�Q�J�H�G���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�O�\�����7�K�H���&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���O�R�R�N���P�R�U�H���F�R�Q�À�G�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���N�Q�R�Z���W�K�D�W��
there are lots of opportunities to improve their own lives. I think most of the people are happy and are trying to achieve something better all 
�W�K�H���W�L�P�H�����1�R�W���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���D�O�R�Q�H�����E�X�W���W�K�H���&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q���D�V���D���Z�K�R�O�H���K�D�V���E�H�F�R�P�H���P�R�U�H���F�R�Q�À�G�H�Q�W�����(�Y�H�U�\�E�R�G�\���Z�D�Q�W�V���W�R���G�R���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���Z�L�W�K���&�K�L�Q�D����
�:�H�� �Z�D�Q�W���&�K�L�Q�D�� �W�R���E�H�� �P�R�U�H�� �L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���L�Q�� �Z�R�U�O�G���D�I�I�D�L�U�V���� �2�Q�� �L�W�V�� �S�D�U�W���&�K�L�Q�D�� �L�V�� �D�O�V�R�� �P�D�N�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J�� �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V�� �S�U�R�P�R�W�L�Q�J�� �S�H�D�F�H����
�V�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���L�Q���S�X�U�V�X�L�W���R�I���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J���D���´�+�D�U�P�R�Q�L�R�X�V���:�R�U�O�G�µ��

BANGLADESH AND CHINA



30

      Anniversary

31

40th
 

Interview with Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh H.E. Mr. Zhang Xianyi
Reporter: Since the establishment of diplomatic relations between China and Bangladesh in 1971, bilateral relations have 

�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���V�W�H�D�G�L�O�\�� �D�Q�G���Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V�H�G���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J�� �F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V�� �À�H�O�G�V���� �+�R�Z�� �Z�R�X�O�G���\�R�X�� �H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�H���W�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�� �D�Q�G���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���V�W�D�W�X�V��
of bilateral relations?

Ambassador: The friendly exchanges between the peoples of China    and Bangladesh   can be traced back to 2000 years ago.  Through 
the ancient "Southern Silk Road” , the two sides establish close contact with Chinese silk, porcelain, tea entering the area of Bangladesh 
and moneycowrie, gourd, bitter gourd, eggplant, sugarcane, lentils and other products of the Indian subcontinent also entering 
�L�Q�W�R�� �&�K�L�Q�D���� �,�Q�� �W�K�H�� �H�D�U�O�\�� �L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �W�K�H�� �F�L�Y�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �&�K�L�Q�D�� �D�Q�G�� �,�Q�G�L�D�Q�� �V�X�E�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�H�Q�W���� �%�X�G�G�K�L�V�P�� �L�V�� �R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �P�R�V�W�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�D
�Q�W�� �F�D�U�U�L�H�U�V���� �6�L�Q�F�H�� �&�K�L�Q�D�·�V�� �:�H�L���-�L�Q�� �S�H�U�L�R�G���� �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�V�� �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �%�X�G�G�K�L�V�P�� �H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�V�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �W�K�H�� �W�Z�R�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�V�� �Z�H�U�H��
�Á�R�X�U�L�V�K�L�Q�J�����7�L�E�H�W�D�Q���%�X�G�G�K�L�V�P�� �Z�D�V�� �L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G�� �L�Q�W�R�� �&�K�L�Q�D�� �I�U�R�P�� �%�H�Q�J�D�O�� �D�U�H�D�����$�O�R�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K�� �%�X�G�G�K�L�V�P���� �D�V�W�U�R�Q�R�P�\�� �D�Q�G�� �F�D�O�H�Q�G�D�U���� �P�D�W�K�H�P�D�W�L�F
s, architecture, painting, sculpture and geographical knowledge were also introduced into China, providing nutrients for the development 
�R�I���&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���F�L�Y�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q��

Since China and Bangladesh established diplomatic 
relat ions in 1975, bi lateral  relat ions have witnessed 
sound and smooth development and reached to maturity. 
Mutual political trust between the two countries continuou
sly enhanced. Bangladesh insists on one-China policy, and 
always provides precious support to China in relation to the 
issues of China's core interests. China has always been treating 
�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �H�T�X�D�O�O�\�� �D�Q�G�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�·�V�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�V�� �L�Q��
safeguard national sovereignty and territorial integrity. The two 
countries have same or similar positions on many international 
and regional issues, conduct close coordination in international 
affairs to jointly safeguard the interests of developing countries.

Bilateral economic and trade cooperation continues to 
develop. In 2010, bilateral trade volume reached 7 billion U.S. 
dollars. China has taken various measures to change the trade 
deficit situation of Bangladesh. Since July 1, 2010, China has 
�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���]�H�U�R���W�D�U�L�I�I���W�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R�������������N�L�Q�G�V���R�I���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���H�[�S�R�U�W�H�G��
to China, accounting for 60% of Bangladeshi goods exported to 
China, including clothing and other major export commodities 
�R�I���D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H�V�����&�K�L�Q�D���K�D�V���D�O�Z�D�\�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G���V�W�U�R�Q�J���D�Q�G���Z�H�O�O���T�X�D�O�L�À�H�G���&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���H�Q�W�H�U�S�U�L�V�H�V���W�R���L�Q�Y�H�V�W���L�Q���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�����8�S���W�R���������������&�K�L�Q�D�·�V���G�L�U�H�F�W��
investment in Bangladesh has amounted to $ 97.43 million.

�&�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���W�Z�R���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���W�R���G�H�H�S�H�Q�����,�Q���������������W�K�H���À�U�V�W���&�R�Q�I�X�F�L�X�V���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���L�Q���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���Z�D�V���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G��
at North South University. China provides 70 scholarships of various kinds for Bangladesh every year, and dispatches coaches of martial 
arts, table tennis, swimming, shooting and gymnastics to teach in Bangladesh. Last October, CPPFC and Bangladesh-China People’s 
�$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���)�U�L�H�Q�G�V�K�L�S���M�R�L�Q�W�O�\���K�H�O�G���W�K�H�����6�L�Q�R���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���)�U�L�H�Q�G�O�\���%�U�L�J�K�W���-�R�X�U�Q�H�\�µ���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���D�Q�G���W�K�H���&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���P�H�G�L�F�D�O���H�[�S�H�U�W�V���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�H�G���V�X
rgery for 100 cataract patients of Bangladesh.

The year of 2010 marks the 35th anniversary of establishment of diplomatic ties in Bangladesh. In March and June, Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina and Vice President Xi Jinping have achieved successful exchange of visits. The two countries signed four agreements and 
memoranda, and issued a "Joint Statement" deciding to establish and develop closer comprehensive cooperation partnership from the 
�V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F�� �S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H���� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�� �R�I�� �O�R�Q�J���W�H�U�P�� �I�U�L�H�Q�G�V�K�L�S���� �H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G�� �P�X�W�X�D�O�� �E�H�Q�H�I�L�W�����$�W�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���� �E�L�O�D�W�H�U�D�O�� �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�U�H�� �I�D�F�L�Q�J��
new historic opportunities for development. China is willing to work together with Bangladesh, to bring the closer comprehensive cooperative 
�S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���W�Z�R���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���W�R���D���Q�H�Z���K�H�L�J�K�W���W�R���E�H�Q�H�À�W���W�K�H���W�Z�R���S�H�R�S�O�H�V��

�5�H�S�R�U�W�H�U���� �6�L�Q�F�H�� �-�X�O�\�� ������������ �&�K�L�Q�D�� �E�H�J�D�Q�� �W�R�� �R�I�I�H�U�� �]�H�U�R�� �W�D�U�L�I�I�� �W�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W�� �W�R�� ���������� �J�R�R�G�V�� �R�I�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���� �:�K�D�W�� �U�H�P�D�U�N�D�E�O�H��
�D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �P�D�G�H�� �L�Q�� �E�L�O�D�W�H�U�D�O�� �W�U�D�G�H�� �L�Q�� �U�H�F�H�Q�W���\�H�D�U�V�"���:�K�D�W�� �D�U�H�� �W�K�H�� �P�D�L�Q�� �D�U�H�D�V�� �R�I�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�� �D�Q�G���W�U�D�G�H�� �F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G��
�P�X�W�X�D�O���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���W�Z�R���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�"���:�K�D�W���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H�V�H���D�U�H�D�V�"

Ambassador: �,�Q���-�X�O�\�������R�I���O�D�V�W���\�H�D�U�����&�K�L�Q�D���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���]�H�U�R���W�D�U�L�I�I���W�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R�������������N�L�Q�G�V���R�I���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�����D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�L�Q�J���I�R�U�����������R�I��
�J�R�R�G�V���H�[�S�R�U�W�H�G���I�U�R�P���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���W�R���&�K�L�Q�D�����:�H���Z�L�O�O���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���W�K�L�V���S�U�R�S�R�U�W�L�R�Q���W�R�������������$�V���D���U�H�V�X�O�W���R�I���W�K�H���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�L�V���S�R�O�L�F�\�����E�L�O�D�W�H�U�D�O��
trade amounted to $ 7.09 billion in 2010, an increase of 54%; with Bangladesh export of 2.7 billion, an increase of 91%. 

In recent years, trade between China and Bangladesh grow rapidly. China has been taking various measures to try to change the imbalance 
�L�Q���E�L�O�D�W�H�U�D�O���W�U�D�G�H�����:�H���K�D�Y�H���P�D�G�H���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���D�U�U�D�Q�J�H�P�H�Q�W�V���I�R�U���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���H�Q�W�H�U�S�U�L�V�H�V���W�R���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H���L�Q���R�X�U���.�X�Q�P�L�Q�J���7�U�D�G�H���)�D�L�U�����&�D�Q�W�R�Q���)�D�L�U���D�Q�G��
�W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K���$�V�L�D�Q���&�R�P�P�R�G�L�W�\���)�D�L�U�����V�H�Q�G���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�L�Q�J���J�U�R�X�S���W�R���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���H�Y�H�U�\���\�H�D�U���D�Q�G���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H���T�X�D�O�L�À�H�G���&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���H�Q�W�H�U�S�U�L�V�H�V���W�R���L�Q�Y�H�V�W���L�Q��
Bangladesh. In 2010, China's direct investment in Bangladesh amounted to $ 24 million, an increase of 126%. China’s investment in 
Bangladesh mainly concentrated in textiles and clothing, engineering, chemicals, agricultural products processing industries.

�&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���$�P�E�D�V�V�D�G�R�U���W�R���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���+���(�����0�U�����=�K�D�Q�J���;�L�D�Q�\�L

�&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���$�P�E�D�V�V�D�G�R�U���=�K�D�Q�J���;�L�D�Q�\�L���6�X�E�P�L�W�W�L�Q�J���6�W�D�W�H���&�U�H�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O�V���W�R���W�K�H���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K
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�$�V�� �I�R�U�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�� �D�Q�G�� �W�U�D�G�H�� �F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���� �&�K�L�Q�D�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J�� �D�F�W�L�Y�H�� �D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �L�Q�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V�� �U�H�I�H�U�U�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�\��
and people’s livelihood of Bangladesh. The six Chinese-aid Bangladesh-China Friendship Bridge and the International Conference Centre has 
become a symbol of friendship between the two countries. The seventh Bangladesh-China Friendship Bridge and two rural primary 
�V�F�K�R�R�O�V���D�V�V�L�V�W�H�G���E�\���&�K�L�Q�D���Z�L�O�O���E�H���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���K�D�O�I���R�I���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�������,�Q���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���R�I���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�����W�K�H���W�Z�R���V�L�G�H�V���V�L�J�Q�H�G���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�V���R�Q��
�V�W�D�U�W�L�Q�J�����*���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���D�Q�G���������*���H�[�S�D�Q�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�H�O�H�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W���R�Q���6�K�D�M�L�D�/�D���)�H�U�W�L�O�L�]�H�U���3�O�D�Q�W��
Project contract is in progress. China will continue to assist Bangladesh's economic and social development.

Reporter: China and Bangladesh have a profound historical root. Fa Xian, Zheng He and Atisha are messengers of 
friendly exchanges between the two countries. China also successfully opened Confucius Institute in North South University of 
�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�����&�D�Q���\�R�X���W�H�O�O���X�V���W�K�H���U�H�V�X�O�W�V���D�Q�G���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H���R�I���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���W�Z�R���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���L�Q���U�H�F�H�Q�W���\�H�D�U�V�"

Ambassador: Cultural exchanges between China and Bangladesh have a long history. In recent years, bilateral cultural exchanges are 
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J�� �I�X�U�W�K�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �I�U�X�L�W�I�X�O�����7�K�H�U�H�� �D�U�H�� �I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�W���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�V�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �W�K�H�� �W�Z�R�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���� �F�R�Y�H�U�L�Q�J�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�H���� �D�U�W���� �U�D�G�L�R���� �W�H�O�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q����

�W�K�H�D�W�H�U�����U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���À�H�O�G�V�����&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���K�D�V��
been generally welcomed in Bangladesh; China set up 
a Confucius Institute at North South University and established 
�W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�X�F�L�X�V���F�O�D�V�V�U�R�R�P���L�Q���'�K�D�N�D���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�����%�5�$�&���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\��
which has become an important platform to spread Chinese 
language and culture. In 2010, a total of 618 students learned 
Chinese in Confucius Institutes or Confucius classroom.

The year of 2010 is the 35th anniversary of establishment 
of diplomatic ties between China and Bangladesh. Both 
count r ies  he ld  a  ser ies o f  ce lebrat ion act iv i t ies  to 
fu r the r  p romote  the  S ino -Bang ladesh  f r i endsh ip . 
�7�K�H���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �(�P�E�D�V�V�\�� �K�D�V�� �D�U�U�D�Q�J�H�G���Z�H�O�O���N�Q�R�Z�Q���Z�U�L�W�H�U���D�Q�G��
wife of former Prime Minister Ms. Moudud and the whole 
family of minority artist Chapa to China for inspiration. Back 
to Bangladesh, they published books, held art exhibition, 
photography exhibition, and broadcasted documentaries to the 
public to introduce China to Bangladesh.

Cultural exchanges are an important part of bilateral 
relations, playing an important role in the promotion of mutual 
understanding and enhance friendship between the two 
peoples. China is willing to work together with Bangladesh to 
make efforts to promote cultural exchanges between the two 
countries.

Reporter: This year marks the 40th anniversary of Independence and National Day of Bangladesh. Can you brief us the 
�U�H�P�D�U�N�D�E�O�H���U�H�V�X�O�W�V���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���K�D�V���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���À�H�O�G���R�I���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���U�H�F�H�Q�W���\�H�D�U�V�"

Ambassador:�� �,�Q�� �U�H�F�H�Q�W�� �\�H�D�U�V���� �W�K�H�� �S�D�U�O�L�D�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\�� �G�H�P�R�F�U�D�F�\�� �R�I�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �K�D�V�� �U�H�D�F�K�H�G�� �L�W�V�� �P�D�W�X�U�L�W�\�����$�W�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���� �W�K�H���J�U�D�Q�G�� �F�R�D�O�L�W�L�R�Q��
�O�H�G�� �E�\���$�Z�D�P�L�� �/�H�D�J�X�H�� �K�D�V�� �P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G�� �D�� �V�W�D�E�O�H�� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���� �S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J�� �E�H�W�W�H�U�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
�H�F�R�Q�R�P�\���� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�·�V�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�\�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�V�� �V�W�H�D�G�L�O�\���� �P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �D�Q���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�� �J�U�R�Z�W�K���R�I�� �D�U�R�X�Q�G�����������7�H�[�W�L�O�H���H�[�S�R�U�W�V���� �W�K�H���L�Q�Á�R�Z�� �R�I��
remittances have become the main driver of economic growth. In the last two years, Bangladesh’s agricultural achieve a good development 
�Z�L�W�K���J�R�R�G���K�D�U�Y�H�V�W���R�I���J�U�D�L�Q���D�Q�G���Z�H�U�H���E�D�V�L�F�D�O�O�\���V�H�O�I���V�X�I�À�F�L�H�Q�W�����%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�L���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���K�D�V���W�D�N�H�Q���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���W�R���H�O�L�P�L�Q�D�W�H���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\�����Z�L�W�K��
poverty rate dropping from 50% in 2000 to current 38%.

�&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���$�P�E�D�V�V�D�G�R�U�� �=�K�D�Q�J�� �;�L�D�Q�\�L�� �3�U�H�V�H�Q�W�L�Q�J�� �D�� �3�K�R�W�R���$�O�E�X�P�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �3�U�L�P�H��
Minister of Bangladesh as a Gift

Reporter: In February 2011, you made    a speech entitled "China's foreign policy 
and Sino-Bangladesh relations” in the Foreign Affairs College of Bangladesh and 
�P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�I�� �6�L�Q�R���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����:�R�X�O�G�� �\�R�X��
like to give some advice on further development of Sino-Bangladesh relations and the 
prospects of Sino-Bangladesh relations?

Ambassador: �$�V�� �,�� �V�D�L�G���L�Q���D�� �V�S�H�H�F�K���D�W���)�R�U�H�L�J�Q���$�I�I�D�L�U�V���&�R�O�O�H�J�H���R�I�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���� �G�X�U�L�Q�J��
the Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s visit to China in March last year, the two countries 
issued the "Joint Statement" making a plan for the future development of bilateral 
relations. I hope the two countries can implement the "Joint Declaration", to maintain 
high-level visits and contacts between the two countries and strengthen friendly relations 
between bilateral government departments, parliaments, political parties, the army and civil 
society; to further strengthen cooperation in trade, investment, agriculture, transportation, 
�L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�� �D�Q�G�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �D�U�H�D�V�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �E�D�V�L�V�� �R�I�� �H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G�� �P�X�W�X�D�O�� �E�H�Q�H�I�L�W���� �W�R�� �I�X�U�W�K�H�U��
strengthen bilateral exchanges and cooperation in the field of humanities, to enhance 
mutual understanding and friendship between the two peoples; to strengthen exchange 
and cooperation in maintaining the security and stability in their respective countries; 
to maintain close coordination and cooperation on major international issues related to 
developing countries in climate change, energy and food safety and other demands and 
challenges; to preserve the common interests of China, Bangladesh and other developing 
countries.

I believe that with the joint efforts the two governments and peoples, China-Bangladesh 
relations will be better tomorrow.
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List of Ambassadors of Bangladesh to China

H.E. Mr. A. Momin
02-03-1976 to 07-01-1980

H.E. Mr. M.M. Rezaul Karim 
22-01-1980 to 19-08-1982

H.E. Mr. C.M. Murshed 
14-10-1982 to 17-05-1984

H.E. Mr. K.M. Kaiser 
21-05-1984 to 12-03-1985

H.E. Mr. A.Z.M. Enayetullah Khan 
25-05-1985 to 20-08-1987

H.E. Mr. Farooq Sobhan 
21-08-1987 to 30-09-1991

�+���(�����0�U�����&���0�����6�K�D�À���6�D�P�L��
20-11-1991 to 10-12-1993

�+���(�����0�U�����0�X�V�W�D�À�]�X�U���5�D�K�P�D�Q��
08-07-1994 to 02-04-1996

H.E. Mr. A.K.M.Farooq
 21-01-1998 to 22-01-2000

H.E. Mr Iftikharul Karim
25-07-2002 to 06-10-2003

H.E. Mr. Ashfaqur Rahman
23-11-2003 to 04-05-2007

H.E. Mr. Munshi Faiz Ahmad 
02-08-2007 till date 

H.E. Mr. Humayun A.Kamal
06-08-2000 to 17-07-2002
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Bilateral Economic and 
Trade Cooperation

In November 1983, the two countries 
established a joint committee of economy, 
trade and science and technology, to meet 
alternately in the two capitals in principle. 
So far it has held 11 meetings (ie: in 1984, 
in 1986, in 1987, in 1988, in 1989, in 1991, 
in 1992, in 1995, in 1996, in 2002 and in 
2005). 

From January 2006, China provided 
�]�H�U�R���W�D�U�L�I�I�� �W�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� ������ �F�R�P�P�R�G�L�W�L�H�V��
to Bangladesh under the framework of 
���%�D�Q�J�N�R�N���$�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W������ �&�K�L�Q�D�
�V�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�V��
from Bangladesh are: leather, cotton textile 

products, food, fish products and other raw materials. China’s exports are: textiles, 
�P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�F�D�O�� �D�Q�G�� �H�O�H�F�W�U�L�F�D�O�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���� �F�H�P�H�Q�W���� �I�H�U�W�L�O�L�]�H�U�V���� �W�L�U�H�V���� �U�D�Z�� �V�L�O�N���� �F�R�U�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �V�R��
�R�Q���� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �L�V�� �R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �P�D�U�N�H�W�V�� �L�Q�� �6�R�X�W�K���$�V�L�D�� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �&�K�L�Q�D�� �F�D�U�U�\��
out overseas project contracting. By the end of June 2008, the volume of contract 
engineering and labor cooperation contract in Bangladesh amounted to approximately 
$ 4 billion. In 2008, the new contract amount of projects we contracted in Bangladesh 
increased by 92% over the previous year. 

�:�L�W�K���W�K�H���M�R�L�Q�W���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���R�I���&�K�L�Q�D���D�Q�G���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�����E�L�O�D�W�H�U�D�O���W�U�D�G�H���Y�R�O�X�P�H���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���I�U�R�P�����������������E�L�O�O�L�R�Q���L�Q�������������W�R����������������
billion in 2009. 

By the end of June 2008, Bangladesh’s investment in China amounted to $ 31.5 million; China’s direct investment in 
Bangladesh was $ 33.67 million. In 2008 China’s new investments in Bangladesh increased by 3 times over last year. 

�6�R�X�U�F�H�����:�H�E�V�L�W�H���R�I���&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\���R�I���)�R�U�H�L�J�Q���$�I�I�D�L�U�V��
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�,�Q���-�X�Q�H���������������W�K�H���$�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���,�Q�W�H�Q�W���R�Q���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J���&�R�Q�I�X�F�L�X�V���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H��
�L�Q���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���Z�D�V���V�L�J�Q�H�G���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���2�I�À�F�H���R�I���&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O��
International and North South University. The Confucius Institute at North 
South University would be jointly established by North South University of 
�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���D�Q�G���&�K�L�Q�D�·�V���<�X�Q�Q�D�Q���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�����,�Q���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���������������W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�X�F�L�X�V��
�,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���D�W���1�R�U�W�K���6�R�X�W�K���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�� �Z�D�V���R�I�À�F�L�D�O�O�\�� �V�H�W���X�S�����7�K�H���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W��
of the Confucius Institute at North South University aims to promote the education of Chinese language and culture in Bangladesh. The 
Confucius Institute is located at capital Dhaka, the political, economic and cultural center of Bangladesh. The partner North South University 
�L�V�� �W�K�H�� �I�L�U�V�W�� �S�U�L�Y�D�W�H�� �X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �L�V�� �I�D�P�R�X�V�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�Z�L�G�H�� �I�R�U�� �L�W�V�� �V�W�U�R�Q�J�� �I�L�Q�D�Q�F�H�� �D�Q�G�� �V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�L�]�H�G�� �P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�����7�K�H�� �I�L�U�V�W��
60 students from all walks of life age from 15 to 60. Currently, the course of Comprehensive Chinese is opened. In addition to education, 
�W�K�H�� �&�R�Q�I�X�F�L�X�V�� �,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H�� �L�Q�Y�L�W�H�G�� �S�U�R�I�H�V�V�R�U�� �=�K�D�R�� �%�R�O�H�� �D�Q�G�� �D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�� �S�U�R�I�H�V�V�R�U�� �&�X�Q�� �/�L�\�X�D�Q�� �I�U�R�P�� �,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �5�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �6�F�K�R�R�O�� �R�I���<�X�Q�Q�D�Q��
University to make academic lectures in Bangladesh. The Confucius Institute at North South University will gradually offer consulting 
�V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���I�R�U���V�W�X�G�\�L�Q�J���L�Q���&�K�L�Q�D���L�Q���D�F�F�R�U�G�D�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W���S�U�R�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���2�I�À�F�H���R�I���&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O����

�2�Q���$�S�U�L�O���������� ������������ �W�K�H���À�U�V�W���&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �F�O�D�V�V���Z�D�V���I�R�U�P�D�O�O�\�� �O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�X�F�L�X�V���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���D�W���1�R�U�W�K���6�R�X�W�K���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\����
The total of 17 teachers participated in the training, selected from more than 100 
registrants and coming mainly from Bangladesh’s universities and middle schools, as 
�Z�H�O�O�� �D�V�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �&�R�Q�I�X�F�L�X�V�� �,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H�V�����7�K�H�� �À�U�V�W���W�K�U�H�H�� �Z�H�H�N�V��
of the training project will be conducted in the Confucius Institute at North South 
�8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���Z�H�H�N���E�H�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�H�G���D�W���&�K�L�Q�D�·�V���<�X�Q�Q�D�Q���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�����H�Q�D�E�O�L�Q�J��
students to understand Chinese culture while at the same time getting experience in 
Chinese instruction. In order to help Bengali students to read and understand Chinese, 
the Chinese trainers have especially formulated a detailed Chinese-Bengali bilingual 
teaching plan for the trainees.

�7�K�H���&�R�Q�I�X�F�L�X�V���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���M�R�L�Q�W�O�\�� �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���E�\���<�X�Q�Q�D�Q���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G���6�R�X�W�K���1�R�U�W�K��
University is a landmark event in the Sino-Bangladeshi cultural history, which will 
�J�U�H�D�W�O�\�� �S�U�R�P�R�W�H���W�K�H���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���À�H�O�G���R�I�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���&�K�L�Q�D��
�D�Q�G���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�����:�L�W�K���&�R�Q�I�X�F�L�X�V���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H�����&�K�L�Q�D���P�D�\���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���U�H�D�O�L�]�H���W�K�H���Z�L�O�O���R�I���J�R�R�G��
neighborliness and will help the people of Bangladesh understand China in a more 
direct way.

�6�R�X�U�F�H�����7�K�H���2�I�À�F�H���R�I���&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O

A Special Day

�6�S�U�L�Q�J�� �L�V�� �R�Q�H�� �\�H�D�U�
�V�� �N�L�Q�J���� �0�R�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �L�V�� �R�Q�H�� �G�D�\�
�V�� �T�X�H�H�Q���� �,�Q�� �)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���� �K�D�S�S�\�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�V�� �D�U�H�� �K�D�S�S�H�Q�L�Q�J�� �&�R�Q�I�X�F�L�X�V�� �,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H�� �D�W�� �1�R�U�W�K�� �6�R�X�W�K��
University of Bangladesh again and again, bringing great excitement.

On February 14, North South University held "China Day” event. It is a special day because on this day 5 years ago day, Confucius 
Institute of Bangladesh North South University was formally established. On the jubilant occasion of the fifth anniversary of the 
�H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W���R�I�� �&�R�Q�I�X�F�L�X�V�� �,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H�� �R�I�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���1�R�U�W�K�� �6�R�X�W�K�� �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���� �&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���$�P�E�D�V�V�D�G�R�U�� �W�R�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �0�U���� �=�K�D�Q�J�� �;�L�D�Q�\�L�� �S�D�L�G��
a special trip to cut the ribbon for the activities and to present souvenirs.

�7�K�H�� �S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H�� �J�U�R�X�S�� �R�I�� �X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�� �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�� �R�I�� �%�H�L�M�L�Q�J�� �)�R�U�H�L�J�Q�� �(�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�V�� �D�Q�G���7�U�D�G�H�� �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �E�\�� �&�R�Q�I�X�F�L�X�V�� �,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H��
�+�H�D�G�T�X�D�U�W�H�U�� �V�H�Q�W�� �D�� �F�R�O�R�U�I�X�O�� �E�L�U�W�K�G�D�\�� �J�L�I�W�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �I�L�I�W�K�� �D�Q�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�U�\�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �V�S�H�H�F�K�� �W�R�X�U���� �H�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�X�U�� �D�Q�G�� �S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H�� �W�R�X�U���� �7�K�H��
performances are excellent and the venues are packed, with a lot of people even crowded on the second floor and third floor to watch 
the performance. It bursts into thunderous applause and cheers time to time on the spot. The Institute has never been encountering such 
moving and emotional scenes since establishment 

Through this activity, the Confucius Institute fully demonstrate the excellent Chinese culture to Bangladesh people and express th
�H�� �I�U�L�H�Q�G�V�K�L�S�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �W�K�H�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�V�� �R�I�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �D�Q�G���&�K�L�Q�D�����$�� �Q�X�P�E�H�U�� �R�I�� �P�D�L�Q�V�W�U�H�D�P�� �Q�H�Z�V�� �P�H�G�L�D�� �K�D�Y�H�� �U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� ���&�K�L�Q�D�� �'�D�\��
"activity and performance. Meanwhile, the Confucius Institute also took this opportunity to invite the "Three Tours" troupe to make 

�D�� �O�L�Y�H�O�\�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�R�Q�G�H�U�I�X�O�� �V�S�H�H�F�K�� �I�R�U�� ���<�R�X�W�K�� �%�R�R�N�� �&�O�X�E�µ�� �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
�&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���(�P�E�D�V�V�\���L�Q���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K����

In Chinese tradition, the Spring Festival is the most important holiday of 
the year. During the Spring Festival, Confucius Institute at North South 
�8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�� �L�Q�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �M�R�L�Q�W�O�\�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���1�H�Z�� �<�H�D�U�� �J�H�W��
�W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �&�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �2�I�I�L�F�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �&�K�L�Q�H�V�H�� �(�P�E�D�V�V�\�� �L�Q�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���� �7�K�H
y held "Chinese Language Teaching in Bangladesh” campaign at the event, 
in order to promote and introduce to visitors the situations of major Chinese 
language teaching points, such as Confucius Institute at North-South 
University, Confucius Classroom in Maria Santos, Chinese Department in 
�'�K�D�N�D�� �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���� �%�5�&�.�� �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���� �D�V�� �Z�H�O�O�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �F�K�D�Q�Q�H�O�V�� �D�Q�G�� �P�H�W�K�R�G�V��
of learning Chinese.

T h e n ,  t h e  t e a c h e r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  o f  Co n f u c i u s  I n s t i tu t e  a t 
Bangladesh North South University participated in the International 
Mother Language Day activities in Bangladesh. The local television 
station also broadcast the song "Let the better tomorrow” sung by the 

Chinese students and teachers.
�$�V�� �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �&�K�L�Q�H�V�H�� �O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�� �H�G�X�F�D�W�R�U�� �D�Q�G�� �&�K�L�Q�H�V�H�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�H�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�R�U���� �W�K�H�� �V�W�D�I�I�� �R�I�� �&�R�Q�I�X�F�L�X�V�� �,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H�� �L�V�� �R�I�� �J�U�H�D�W���L�Q�V�S�L�U�D�W�L�R�Q��

�D�Q�G���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���D�I�W�H�U���V�H�H�L�Q�J���W�K�H�����&�K�L�Q�D���'�D�\�µ���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���6�S�U�L�Q�J���)�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�X�F�L�X�V���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H��
�U�H�F�H�L�Y�L�Q�J���D���Z�D�U�P���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H���D�Q�G���W�U�H�P�H�Q�G�R�X�V���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�����$�O�O�����W�K�H���&�K�L�Q�H�V�H�����V�W�D�I�I���R�I���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�X�F�L�X�V���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���Z�L�O�O���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���I�X�O�À�O�O���W�K�H�L�U���G�X�W�L�H�V���W�R��
introduce China to the people of Bangladesh, to let more people understand China, and to build a harmonious world to contribute their 
homes.

 
Source: Confucius Institute at North South University of Bangladesh

Confucius Institute at North South University
-- On “China Day” and other activities in Confucius Institute at North South University 

BANGLADESH AND CHINA
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BANGLADESH TODAY

Bangladesh is marching ahead. Today’s Bangladesh 
is a pioneer in many

�elds. Here we focus on some socio-economic 
advancements made by the

country in recent years.
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People’s Republic of Bangladesh.

Parliamentary form; President is the ceremonial head of the state and Prime Minister is the head of the 

government.

���,�Q���6�R�X�W�K���$�V�L�D�����E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q������O34' to 26O38' north latitude and between 88O01' to 92O41' east longitude.

�������������������V�T�����N�P���������������������V�T�����P�L������

about 150 million.

 Dhaka.

�6�X�E���7�U�R�S�L�F�D�O���P�R�Q�V�R�R�Q�����:�L�Q�H�U���7�H�P�S�H�U�D�W�X�U�H�����1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\������ �D�Y�H�U�D�J�H�� �P�D�[�L�P�X�P�� �����E���� �D�Y�H�U�D�J�H��

�P�L�Q�L�P�X�P�� �����E���� �6�X�P�P�H�U���7�H�P�S�H�U�D�W�X�U�H�� ���0�D�U�F�K���-�X�Q�H������ �D�Y�H�U�D�J�H�� �P�D�[�L�P�X�P�� �����E���� �D�Y�H�U�D�J�H�� �P�L�Q�L�P�X�P��

�����E�����0�R�Q�V�R�R�Q�����-�X�O�\���2�F�W������

�'�K�D�N�D�����&�K�L�W�W�D�J�R�Q�J�����.�K�X�O�Q�D�����5�D�M�V�K�D�K�L�����6�\�O�K�H�W�����%�D�U�L�V�D�O��

Chittagong and Mongla.

Muslims (88.3%), Hindu (15.6%), Buddhist (0.6%) and Christian (0.3%).

�%�H�Q�J�D�O�L�����(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���L�V���W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���P�R�V�W���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H��

Natural gas, limestone, hard rock, coal, peat, lignite, silica sand, white clay, radioactive sand, etc.

Bangladesh Taka (BDT).

98.75 billion US dollars (2009-2010).

684 US dollars (2009-2010).

March 26 - Independence Day and National Day.

2 hours later than Beijing.

 +880.

.bd.

Country 
�3�U�R�À�O�H

National Symbols

�2�I�À�F�L�D�O���1�D�P�H����

Type of Government:

Location:

Area:

Population:  

Capital City:

Climate: 

�0�D�M�R�U���&�L�W�L�H�V����

�0�D�M�R�U���3�R�U�W�V����

Religions:

Language:

Mineral resources: 

Currency:  

GDP: 

GDP Per Capital: 

Important Days: 

Time Zone: 

Dialing Code:

Internet Domain:

National Flag

The National Flag is in bottle 
�J�U�H�H�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�F�W�D�Q�J�X�O�D�U�� �L�Q�� �V�L�]�H�� �L�Q��
the proportion of 5:3 in terms of 
length and width, bearing a red 
circle on the body of the green. 
The red circle has a radius of one-
�À�I�W�K�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �O�H�Q�J�W�K�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �Á�D�J�����7�K�H��
�E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G���J�U�H�H�Q���V�\�P�E�R�O�L�]�H�V���W�K�H���J�U�H�H�Q�H�U�\���D�Q�G���\�R�X�W�K�I�X�O�Q�H�V�V�����7�K�H���U�H�G��
disc represents the rising sun of independence after the long political 
and cultural struggle.

National Emblem

�7�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���(�P�E�O�H�P���F�R�P�S�U�L�V�H�V���D���Á�R�D�W�L�Q�J��
shapla-water lily-over waves representing 
water from the Ganges and Brahmaputra 
rivers. The shapla is surrounded by a paddy-
stalk on either side. Three interlinked jute 
leaves, with two stars on each side are on the 
top of the shapla.

�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���)�O�R�Z�H�U�������6�K�D�S�O�D�����:�K�L�W�H���/�L�O�\��

�:�D �W�H �U �� �O �L �O �\ �� �L �V �� �D �� �F �R �P �P �R �Q �� �S �O �D �Q �W�� �L �Q��
Bangladesh. One can always see the graceful 
figure of water lilies in the fields or in a 
�Z�D�W�H�U�V�L�G�H�� �S�R�R�O���� �0�H�D�Q�Z�K�L�O�H���� �W�K�H�� �T�X�D�O�L�W�\��
of water lily is cherished by the people 
of Bangladesh and is also a reflection of 
�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �L�Q�W�H�J�U�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���� �:�D�W�H�U�� �O�L�O�\��
�L�V���N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�V���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�
�V�����Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Á�R�Z�H�U��������
�E�H�F�R�P�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Á�R�Z�H�U���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K��

  National Animal - Royal Bengal Tiger

Bengal  t igers  have a wide 
range of habitats, including very 
high and cold coniferous forest 
in the Himalayas, marsh reeds, 
d ry  mounta ins  o f  the  Ind ian 
subcont inent ,  as wel l  as lush 
rainforests and dry forests in 
northern India. The average length 
of male Bengal tigers is 2.9 meters 

from head to tail, weighing about 220 kg; females are slightly 
smaller, measured about 2.5 meters long and weighing nearly 
140 kg.

The National Anthem
My Bengal of gold, I love you
Forever your skies,
�\�R�X�U���D�L�U���V�H�W���P�\���K�H�D�U�W���L�Q���W�X�Q�H���D�V���L�I���L�W���Z�H�U�H���D���Á�X�W�H��
In spring,
Oh mother mine,
the fragrance from your mango-groves
makes me wild with joy
�$�K�����Z�K�D�W���D���W�K�U�L�O�O��
�:�K�D�W���D���T�X�L�O�W���K�D�Y�H���\�R�X���V�S�U�H�D�G���D�W
the feet of banyan trees and along
�W�K�H���E�D�Q�N�V���R�I���U�L�Y�H�U�V��
Oh mother mine,
word from your lips are like a
�Q�H�F�W�D�U���W�R���P�\���H�D�U�V��
�$�K���Z�K�D�W���D���W�K�U�L�O�O��
If sadness,
Oh mother mine,
casts a gloom on your face
�0�\���H�\�H�V���D�U�H���À�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�H�D�U�V��
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Two Years of Foreign Policy O n  a s s u m i n g  p o w e r 
following a landslide victory 
�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �( �O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �K�H�O�G�� �R�Q��
December 29, 2008, the 
present Government under 
the leadership of Hon’ble 
P r ime  M in i s te r  She i kh 
Hasina has been vigorously 
pursuing a coordinated, 
e f fec t i ve ,  dynamic  and 
multifaceted foreign policy.  
Our efforts were focused on 
strengthening relations and 
cooperation with neighbours 
and others on b i la tera l , 
regional and international 
leve ls .   Pr ime Min is ter 
S h e i k h  H a s i n a  i n  h e r 
“Vision 2021” expressed the 
commitment of establishing 
Bangladesh as a democratic 

�D�Q�G���S�H�D�F�H���O�R�Y�L�Q�J���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���S�X�U�V�X�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�D�U�G�L�Q�D�O���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H���R�I���¶�)�U�L�H�Q�G�V�K�L�S���Z�L�W�K���D�O�O���D�Q�G���P�D�O�L�F�H���W�R���Q�R�Q�H�·���������%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�����W�R�G�D�\�����L�V���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G���L�Q��
the international arena as a progressive, secular, responsible, effective and contributing state.  Her commitment to and initiatives for poverty 
alleviation, women empowerment and eradication of terrorism and militancy has received wide acclaim.  The increased acceptability and 
�F�U�H�G�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �D�P�S�O�\�� �U�H�Á�H�F�W�H�G���L�Q�� �K�H�U�� �V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O�� �H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �W�R�� �Y�D�U�L�R�X�V�� �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �E�R�G�L�H�V�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �8�1�'�3���� �8�1�,�&�(�)����
�8�1�(�3�����8�1���:�R�P�H�Q�����8�1�(�6�&�2�����:�+�2�����,�7�8�����(�&�2�6�2�&�����8�1�+�5�&���D�Q�G���&�(�'�$�:��

Democracy, Democratic Ethos and Human Rights
During the last two years, Bangladesh has vigorously pursued the goal of promoting and strengthening democratic values and human 

rights at home and abroad.  Our efforts in support of global initiatives for promoting democracy, human rights, peace and security, 
disarmament as well as combating terrorism and extremism have received universal recognition.  

�,�Q���N�H�H�S�L�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K���R�X�U���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�F�\���� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G���D�� �´�6�$�$�5�&�� �&�K�D�U�W�H�U���R�I�� �'�H�P�R�F�U�D�F�\�µ�� �D�W���W�K�H�������W�K���6�$�$�5�&�� �6�X�P�P�L�W��
�K�H�O�G���L�Q���7�K�L�P�S�K�X�� �I�U�R�P�� �������������$�S�U�L�O�������������� ���7�K�H�� �F�K�D�U�W�H�U���Z�D�V�� �À�Q�D�O�L�]�H�G���D�W���W�K�H�� �6�$�$�5�&�� �L�Q�W�H�U���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U�� �O�D�V�W���\�H�D�U�� �L�Q��
Dhaka.

�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�·�V���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V���I�R�U���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�L�Q�J���I�U�H�H�����I�D�L�U���D�Q�G���W�U�D�Q�V�S�D�U�H�Q�W���W�U�L�D�O���R�I���:�D�U���&�U�L�P�H�V���D�Q�G���F�U�L�P�H�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\�����F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�G���G�X�U�L�Q�J���R�X�U��
�:�D�U���R�I���/�L�E�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���������������K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G���Z�L�G�H�O�\���D�V���D���P�D�U�N���R�I���R�X�U���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���K�X�P�D�Q���U�L�J�K�W�V���D�Q�G���U�X�O�H���R�I���O�D�Z��
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Fighting Terrorism and Extremism:
�3�U�L�P�H���0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U���6�K�H�L�N�K���+�D�V�L�Q�D���K�D�V���Y�R�Z�H�G���¶�=�H�U�R��

tolerance’ in combating terrorism and extremism. 
Bangladesh has been working actively with the 
United Nations and other international and regional 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �L�Q�� �F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P�� �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���� �7�K�H��
�O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���¶�$�Q�W�L���7�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P���$�F�W�����������·���D�Q�G���W�K�H��
�¶�$�Q�W�L�� �0�R�Q�H�\�� �/�D�X�Q�G�H�U�L�Q�J���$�F�W�·�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W��
�W�R���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���À�Q�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���R�I���W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�W�V���L�Q���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���K�D�V��
enhanced the image of the country abroad. The 
�����������$�Q�Q�X�D�O���&�R�X�Q�W�U�\���5�H�S�R�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���8�6���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W��
of State also acclaimed these initiatives of the 
�*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���R�I�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���� ���$�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S��
on counter terrorism took place in Dhaka in 2009 
jointly sponsored by the Government of Bangladesh 
�D�Q�G�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �&�R�X�Q�W�H�U���7�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P�� �(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H��
�'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�D�W�H�� ���8�1�&�7�(�'���� �I�R�U�� �3�R�O�L�F�H�� �2�I�I�L�F�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G��
�3�U�R�V�H�F�X�W�R�U�V�� �L�Q�� �6�R�X�W�K���$�V�L�D���� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �L�V�� �D�O�U�H�D�G�\��
a party to 12 of 13 international conventions/
�S�U�R�W�R�F�R�O�V�� �R�Q�� �F�R�P�E�D�W�L�Q�J�� �W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P�� �� �� �:�H�� �D�U�H��
�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���F�O�R�V�H�O�\���Z�L�W�K���R�X�U���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V���L�Q���6�$�$�5�&�����E�R�W�K��
bilaterally and regionally, to strengthen cooperation 
�L�Q�� �F�R�P�E�D�W�L�Q�J�� �W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P���� �� �:�H�� �D�U�H�� �D�O�V�R�� �D�Y�D�L�O�L�Q�J�� �R�I��
training and technology support from various 
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �8�6���� �8�.�����$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�� �D�Q�G��
India for further enhancing our capacity to combat 
terrorism.     

Peace Keeping
Bangladesh achieved international recognition 

�D�Q�G�� �K �R�Q�R�X�U�� �I �R �U�� �K �H�U�� �X �Q�H�T�X�L �Y�R�F�D�O�� �V �X�S�S�R�U�W����
�F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���D�F�W�L�Y�H���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V���X�Q�G�H�U�W�D�N�H�Q���E�\���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���1�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q��
promoting democracy, human rights, peace and security throughout the world. The present Government’s resolute commitment and pivotal 
role in international peace keeping and peace building process added a new impetus to our diplomatic initiatives. For the last many years, 
Bangladesh has consistently remained as one of the largest Troops-Contributing countries in the UN peace keeping Missions.   

Bilateral and Regional Cooperation
Special initiatives were launched during the past two years to strengthen Bangladesh’s diplomatic ties with the neighbouring countries 

and countries across the region.  Further strengthening friendship and expanding cooperation with India, China, Myanmar, Japan, Russia, 
�5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F���R�I���.�R�U�H�D���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���R�W�K�H�U���6�R�X�W�K���D�Q�G���6�R�X�W�K���(�D�V�W���$�V�L�D�Q���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���Z�D�V���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���W�R�S���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���R�I���R�X�U���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���S�R�O�L�F�\���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���S�H�U�L�R�G������
�7�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���D�O�V�R���D�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���S�X�U�V�X�H�G���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���8�6�����(�X�U�R�S�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���0�L�G�G�O�H���(�D�V�W���L�Q���Z�L�G�H���U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���D�U�H�D�V������
�2�X�U�� �I�R�F�X�V�� �Z�D�V�� �R�Q�� �H�Q�K�D�Q�F�L�Q�J�� �F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �D�U�H�D�V�� �U�D�Q�J�L�Q�J�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�U�D�G�H���� �L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�� �D�Q�G�� �À�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���� �S�H�D�F�H�� �D�Q�G�� �V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\����

combating terrorism, overseas employment, agriculture, science and technology, education, 
�E�R�U�G�H�U���D�Q�G���F�U�R�V�V���E�R�U�G�H�U���L�V�V�X�H�V�������:�H���K�D�Y�H���D�O�V�R���W�D�N�H�Q���Q�H�Z���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���V�X�E���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V���R�Q��
trade, connectivity, sharing and common development of water, electricity and other resources as 
well as on climate change and environment.

�6�R�P�H���L�V�V�X�H�V���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G���E�\���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���L�Q���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���P�X�O�W�L�O�D�W�H�U�D�O���I�R�U�D���D�U�H����
Recognition of right to development as a fundamental right;
Market access for products of LDCs with special concessions;
�6�X�V�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���)�'�$�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J���)�'�,�V���I�R�U���/�'�&�V��
�(�D�V�L�Q�J���R�I���U�H�J�L�P�H�V���I�R�U���R�Y�H�U�V�H�D�V���H�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W�����S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���U�L�J�K�W�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V���R�I���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��

migrant workers and strengthening Colombo Process;
Food security, enhanced cooperation in agriculture, establishment of emergency food (grain) 

�U�H�V�H�U�Y�H�V�����H�Q�V�X�U�L�Q�J���D�G�H�T�X�D�W�H���D�Q�G���V�P�R�R�W�K���V�X�S�S�O�\���D�Q�G���W�U�D�G�H���R�I���I�R�R�G���J�U�D�L�Q�V���D�Q�G���H�Q�V�X�U�L�Q�J���V�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���R�I��
international prices of food grains;

�(�Q�H�U�J�\�� �V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���� �J�U�H�D�W�H�U�� �D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �D�Q�G�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�R���/�'�&�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �H�[�S�O�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �H�Q�H�U�J�\���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�Y�H��
energy, establishment of cross border and regional power grids;

�&�O�L�P�D�W�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H���D�Q�G���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�������$�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�O�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���K�D�V���W�D�N�H�Q���D���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���D�F�W�L�Y�H���U�R�O�H��
�L�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���G�L�D�O�R�J�X�H�V���R�Q���&�O�L�P�D�W�H���&�K�D�Q�J�H���D�Q�G���(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���L�V�V�X�H�V���L�Q���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���S�U�R�P�R�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���R�I���/�'�&�V���D�Q�G���P�R�V�W���Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�O�H��
countries.

�(�Q�K�D�Q�F�H�G���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���K�X�P�D�Q���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W��

Challenges for Bangladesh in the Contemporary Global Scenario
�*�O�R�E�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���K�D�V���X�Q�I�R�O�G�H�G���Z�L�Q�G�R�Z�V���R�I���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���D�W���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�L�P�H���D���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V���I�R�U���D�O�O���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�����P�R�U�H���V�R���I�R�U���D�Q���/�'�&��

�O�L�N�H�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���� �� �:�K�L�O�H�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �P�R�G�H�U�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�U�H�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W�� �S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���� �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�� �G�H�J�U�D�G�D�W�L�R�Q��
�R�I���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���L�V���D�Q���H�T�X�D�O�O�\���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�������7�K�H���U�H�F�H�Q�W���J�O�R�E�D�O���À�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���F�U�L�V�L�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�V�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���R�Y�H�U���S�U�L�F�H�V���R�I���I�X�H�O���D�Q�G���I�R�R�G���J�U�D�L�Q�V���S�R�V�H��
serious threats to developing countries such as Bangladesh.  However, our government remained steadfast in mitigating challenges of climate 
�F�K�D�Q�J�H�����W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P���D�Q�G���H�[�W�U�H�P�L�V�P�����I�R�R�G���G�H�À�F�L�W���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���V�R�F�L�R���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V���E�\���D�G�R�S�W�L�Q�J���W�L�P�H�O�\���D�Q�G���S�U�D�J�P�D�W�L�F���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���D�Q�G���S�X�U�V�X�L�Q�J��
appropriate diplomatic initiatives with broader perspective of protecting the interest of the country and the people as well as promoting of 
peace, stability and security across the globe.
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Digital Bangladesh

�7�K�H���%�H�Q�J�D�O�H�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q���K�D�G���D���G�U�H�D�P�����Z�K�L�F�K���Z�D�V���V�K�R�Z�Q���E�\���W�K�H���J�U�H�D�W�H�V�W���%�H�Q�J�D�O�H�H���R�I���D�O�O���W�L�P�H�V���ï���W�K�H���)�D�W�K�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q���%�D�Q�J�D�E�D�Q�G�K�X���6�K�H�L�N�K��
�0�X�M�L�E�X�U�� �5�D�K�P�D�Q�����:�H�� �D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�G�� �R�X�U�� �L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �D�� �Z�D�U�� �R�I�� �O�L�E�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�I�W�H�U�� �D�� �O�R�Q�J�� �V�W�U�H�W�F�K�� �R�I�� �P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H�� �L�Q�� �R�U�G�H�U�� �W�R��
�U�H�D�O�L�]�H���W�K�D�W���G�U�H�D�P�����+�D�O�I���R�I���W�K�D�W���G�U�H�D�P���K�D�V���Q�R�Z���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�L�V�H�G�����E�X�W���R�X�U���V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H���I�R�U���I�U�H�H�G�R�P���R�U���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���H�P�D�Q�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���\�H�W���W�R���E�H���F�U�R�Z�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K��
success. The dream of a Golden Bangla is yet to be attained. Bangabandu's daughter and leader of the masses Sheikh Hasina had declared a 
pledge to build a Digital Bangladesh based on 'Vision-2021' in the election manifesto of 2008, keeping in mind her father's dream. The main 
idea of a Digital Bangladesh is to groom the nation as a knowledge-based middle-income country by the year 2021 through utilisation of 
technologies. It aspires for a poverty and hunger-free Bangladesh through overall uplift of the living standard of Bangla's inhabitants. The 
present government has worked relentlessly during the past two years for achieving that objective. It is a matter of satisfaction that the use of 
technology, especially that of information technology, has increased substantially due to the involvement of the masses in sincere endeavours 
�R�I���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�����3�H�R�S�O�H���K�D�Y�H���U�H�D�O�L�]�H�G���W�K�D�W���S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���Z�H�U�H���W�D�N�L�Q�J���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�Y�H�V���G�X�H���W�R���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\�����,���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U���L�W���W�R��
�E�H���D���K�X�J�H���V�X�F�F�H�V�V���R�I���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�����7�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���K�D�V���V�X�F�F�H�H�G�H�G���L�Q���F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J���D���V�S�D�F�H���R�I���F�R�Q�À�G�H�Q�F�H���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�U�\����

The development vision of Sheikh Hasina has striven to bring backward segments of the country's population to the mainstream by 
�R�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�����,�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�L�V�H���W�K�D�W�����R�X�U���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���W�R���E�X�L�O�G���D���'�L�J�L�W�D�O���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���E�\���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�L�Q�J���D�O�O���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V��
�R�I���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����7�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\���L�V���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���$���S�D�W�K���I�R�U���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���'�L�J�L�W�D�O���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���:�L�O�O���E�H���I�R�U���D�O�O���R�X�U���P�D�V�V�H�V������

�:�H���I�H�H�O���P�R�U�H���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G���Z�K�H�Q���Z�H���K�H�D�U���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���,�7���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�V�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�������'�L�J�L�W�D�O���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���L�V���Q�R�W���D���G�L�V�W�D�Q�W���Z�R�U�O�G����
�,�W���L�V���R�X�U���R�Z�Q���Z�R�U�O�G�����,�W���L�V���P�H�U�H�O�\���D���J�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H���I�R�U���E�H�F�R�P�L�Q�J���P�R�U�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G�����V�S�H�H�G�L�H�U���D�Q�G���D�F�T�X�L�U�L�Q�J���P�R�U�H���V�H�Q�V�L�W�L�Y�H���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\���D�W���D�I�I�R�U�G�D�E�O�H��
�S�U�L�F�H�V�����$�J�D�L�Q�����L�W���D�O�V�R���L�P�S�O�L�H�V���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���Z�R�U�O�G�V���I�R�U���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V�����)�R�U���D���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�����L�W���L�V���D�Q���D�V�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H���I�R�U���R�E�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���K�L�J�K���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q����
For a farmer, it is a guarantee for a market for the crops he produces. For a sick man, it is a guarantee for getting good treatment, freedom 
�I�U�R�P���V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���T�X�H�X�H���G�D�\���D�I�W�H�U���G�D�\�����)�R�U���D���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���H�P�S�O�R�\�H�H�����L�W���L�V���W�K�H���E�H�V�W���P�H�G�L�X�P���I�R�U���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���K�L�V���Z�R�U�N����
For a pensioner, a freedom fighter and a widow, it is a guarantee for obtaining safety allowances and pensions with transparency. The 
main theme in the philosophy of Digital Bangladesh is to ensure the empowerment of people through optimum utilisation of technology, 
�H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W���R�I���J�R�R�G���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�D�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���D�E�R�Y�H���D�O�O���W�R���P�H�H�W���W�K�H���Q�H�H�G�V���R�I���D�O�O���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���D�W���W�K�H�L�U���G�R�R�U�V�W�H�S�V�����'�L�J�L�W�D�O���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���Z�L�O�O���E�H���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�H�G��
�I�R�U���W�K�H���Z�H�O�I�D�U�H���R�I���D�O�O���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���L�U�U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���Z�H�D�O�W�K���R�U���V�W�D�W�X�V����

�7�K�H���,�&�7�� �3�R�O�L�F�\�� �Z�D�V�� �D�G�R�S�W�H�G���L�Q���$�S�U�L�O���V�R�R�Q���D�I�W�H�U���I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I�� �W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�����$�� �W�R�W�D�O���R�I�� �������� �D�F�W�L�R�Q���S�O�D�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���W�D�N�H�Q���X�S�� �L�Q���L�W�V��
�P�D�L�Q���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H���I�R�U���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�H���S�R�O�L�F�\���K�D�V���À�[�H�G���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H���V�W�H�S�V�����P�H�G�L�X�P���W�H�U�P���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���D�Q�G���O�R�Q�J���W�H�U�P���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���D�O�O���P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�L�H�V����
�$�V���D���U�H�V�X�O�W���� �D�O�O���E�R�G�L�H�V���R�I�� �W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���D�U�H���J�H�W�W�L�Q�J�� �U�H�D�G�\�� �I�R�U���H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�D�Q�F�H�����7�K�H���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\�� �R�I�� �6�F�L�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���,�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���	�� �&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q��
Technology is coordinating the whole endeavour. 

�$���¶�'�L�J�L�W�D�O���,�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���)�D�L�U�·�� �Z�D�V���K�H�O�G���D�W���%�D�Q�J�D�E�D�Q�G�K�X���1�R�Y�R���W�K�H�D�W�U�H���H�D�U�O�L�H�U���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U���� �Z�K�L�F�K���Z�D�V���L�Q�D�X�J�X�U�D�W�H�G���E�\�� �+�R�Q�·�E�O�H���3�U�L�P�H���0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U��
�6�K�H�L�N�K�� �+�D�V�L�Q�D���� �/�R�F�D�O���D�Q�G���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q�� �S�R�O�L�F�\���P�D�N�H�U�V���� �H�[�S�H�U�W�V�� �D�Q�G���R�I�À�F�L�D�O�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �R�Y�H�U�� �K�X�Q�G�U�H�G���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���D�W���W�K�H�� �L�Q�D�X�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q����
�(�[�S�O�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �G�L�J�L�W�D�O�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�����3�U�L�P�H�� �0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�� �6�K�H�L�N�K�� �+�D�V�L�Q�D�� �K�D�G�� �V�D�L�G�� �W�K�H�Q���� ���,�W�� �L�P�S�O�L�H�G�� �S�D�\�L�Q�J�� �E�L�O�O�V�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �P�R�E�L�O�H��
�S�K�R�Q�H�V���� �E�X�\�L�Q�J�� �U�D�L�O�Z�D�\�� �W�L�F�N�H�W�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �K�R�P�H���� �J�H�W�W�L�Q�J�� �K�H�D�O�W�K�F�D�U�H�� �I�U�R�P�� �8�S�D�]�L�O�D�� �O�H�Y�H�O�� �G�R�F�W�R�U�V�� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �V�W�D�\�L�Q�J���L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �Y�L�O�O�D�J�H������ �6�K�H�� �I�X�U�W�K�H�U�� �V�D�L�G��
�W�K�D�W���Z�H���K�D�G���P�D�G�H���D���S�O�H�G�J�H���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���E�X�L�O�G���D���G�L�J�L�W�D�O���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�����:�H���K�D�Y�H���F�K�R�V�H�Q���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\���D�V���D���W�R�R�O���W�R���I�X�O�À�O�O���W�K�D�W��
�F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W�����:�H���V�H�H�N���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���W�U�D�Q�V�S�D�U�H�Q�F�\�����D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���J�R�R�G���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�D�Q�F�H���D�W���D�O�O���O�D�\�H�U�V���R�I���D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���D�U�H���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��
�S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���W�R���W�K�H���D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���V�H�F�W�R�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���K�D�Y�H���W�R���W�K�L�Q�N���D�Q�H�Z�����7�K�H�\���Z�L�O�O���K�D�Y�H���W�R���À�Q�G���R�X�W���K�R�Z���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V��
�F�D�Q���E�H���H�Q�V�X�U�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�
�V���������� �P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H�����:�H���G�R���Q�R�W���Z�D�Q�W���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���W�R���P�R�Y�H���I�U�R�P���G�R�R�U���W�R���G�R�R�U���R�I�� �D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V����
�U�D�W�K�H�U�����Z�H���Z�D�Q�W���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���W�R���U�H�D�F�K���W�K�H���G�R�R�U�V�W�H�S�V���R�I���W�K�H���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�����:�H���K�D�Y�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���V�X�F�F�H�H�G�H�G���L�Q���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���R�X�U���J�R�R�G���L�Q�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�V���E�H�I�R�U�H��
�W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H�����<�R�X���K�D�Y�H���Q�R�W�L�F�H�G�����W�K�D�W���H�Y�H�Q���W�K�H���V�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�L�H�V���R�I���P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�L�H�V���Z�H�U�H���Q�R�Z���W�H�O�O�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���Z�R�X�O�G���G�R���I�R�U���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�R�Q���P�D�Q��
�G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�R�P�L�Q�J���\�H�D�U�����7�K�H�V�H���D�U�H���E�L�J���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V�����:�H���D�O�V�R���Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V�H�G���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���G�L�J�L�W�D�O���I�D�L�U���W�K�D�W���D���F�D�Q�R�S�\���R�I���K�R�Q�H�V�W���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���S�X�W���L�Q��
place among the concerned ministries in this area. 

 Many things can be said about our successes in information technology during the past two years. These include getting exam 
results through SMS and registering for university admission from home. Mention can also be made about the delivery orders received by 
sugarcane growers through mobile SMS. 

�� �,�� �K�D�Y�H�� �D�� �À�U�P�� �F�R�Q�Y�L�F�W�L�R�Q�� �W�K�D�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�
�V�� �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���L�Q���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\���� �H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\���� �K�D�V���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�V�H��
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�V�����$�V�� �D�� �F�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H���� �W�K�H�� �Q�X�P�E�H�U�� �R�I�� �P�R�E�L�O�H���S�K�R�Q�H�� �X�V�H�U�V�� �K�D�V�� �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G�� �E�\�� �R�Y�H�U�� ������ �P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �S�D�V�W���W�Z�R�� �\�H�D�U�V�����$�Q�G�� �D�W��
�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���O�H�Y�H�O�����Z�H���Z�H�U�H���D�O�V�R���L�Q�V�S�L�U�H�G���W�R���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K���������������X�Q�L�R�Q���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���F�H�Q�W�U�H�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����(�Y�H�Q���X�Q�L�R�Q�V���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W��
�H�O�H�F�W�U�L�F�L�W�\�� �V�X�S�S�O�\�� �K�D�Y�H���Q�R�W���E�H�H�Q���O�H�I�W���R�X�W���� �%�H�V�L�G�H�V���� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���F�H�Q�W�U�H�V���K�D�Y�H���D�O�V�R���E�H�H�Q���V�H�W���X�S���D�W���������� �X�S�D�]�L�O�D�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���S�R�U�W�D�O�V���Z�H�U�H��
�O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�G���I�R�U�������� �G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�V�����:�H���D�U�H���R�S�W�L�P�L�V�W�L�F���W�K�D�W���E�\�� �W�K�H���J�U�D�F�H���R�I���$�O�P�L�J�K�W�\���� �Z�H���V�K�D�O�O���V�X�F�F�H�H�G���L�Q���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���D���G�L�J�L�W�D�O���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���D�V���G�H�V�L�U�H�G���E�\��
Bangabandhu's daughter, before the year 2021. 

�� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �7�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q�����+�H�O�D�O���8�G�G�L�Q���$�K�P�H�G

�%�\���$�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W���<�H�D�I�H�V�K���2�V�P�D�Q
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Health and Social Services 
Persons per Hospital Bed (Including Dispensary), 2008-09  3508 
Persons per Registered Physician, 2008-09   2773 
Improved Sanitation Coverage (%), 2008
Rural       87.0
Urban       87.0
Literacy Rate of Population 7 +yrs  (%), 2010   62.0 
�*�U�R�V�V���'�R�P�H�V�W�L�F���3�U�R�G�X�F�W�����*�'�3��������������������
GDP at Current Price (In million Tk.) 6905.71
�*�'�3���D�W���&�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W���3�U�L�F�H�����%�D�V�H���<�H�D�U��� ���������������������,�Q���P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���7�N������ ��������������
GDP Growth at Constant Price (%)                 6.00
Per Capita National Income (In Tk.)    51821
Per Capita National Income (In US$)    750
Per Capita GDP (In Tk.)     47281
Per Capita GDP (In US$)                           684

�%�D�O�D�Q�F�H���R�I���3�D�\�P�H�Q�W�V���������������������,�Q���0�L�O�O�L�R�Q���8�6������
�(�[�S�R�U�W���(�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�����-�X�O�\�·�������0�D�U�·�������������������������������������������������������� �� �� ����������
Import Payments (July’09-Mar’10)                          17191
�(�[�S�R�U�W�����$�V���3�H�U�F�H�Q�W�D�J�H���R�I���*�'�3�������������������� ���������������������������������� ��������
�,�P�S�R�U�W�����$�V���3�H�U�F�H�Q�W�D�J�H���R�I���*�'�3�������������������� �� �� ��������
�&�X�U�U�H�Q�W���$�F�F�R�X�Q�W���%�D�O�D�Q�F�H�����-�X�O�\�·�������0�D�U�·�������������� �� �� ��������
�)�R�U�H�L�J�Q���(�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H���5�H�V�H�U�Y�H�V�����$�V���R�Q�������������������������� �� �� ����������
�:�R�U�N�H�U�V�·���5�H�P�L�W�W�D�Q�F�H�V�����-�X�O�\�·�������$�S�U�·������������ ������������������������������������������ ����������

Labour Force and Employment
 
Employment Survey, 2009
Number of Civilian Labour Force (Million)   53.7
Male       40.2
Female       13.5

Percentage of Total Labour Force 
�$�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�H���/�D�E�R�X�U���� �� �� �� �� ��������
Industrial Labour      24.3
Other Labours      14.2

Socio-Economic Indicators of Bangladesh

General

Geographical Location/Characteristics

Location
20O�����
���	������O38' North Latitude

88O���
���	������O�����
���(�D�V�W���/�R�Q�J�L�W�X�G�H

�$�U�H�D�����6�T�����.�P���� �� �� �� �� �� ��������������
Standard Time GMT+6 Hours

Vital Statistics
General Vital Statistics
�3�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�����0�L�O�O�L�R�Q�����������������$�G�M�X�V�W�H�G���� �� �� �� ����������
�� �������������������������������������������������������(�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�G���� �� �� ����������
Population Growth Rate (Percentage), 
�����������������(�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�G���� �� �� �� �� ����������
Male-Female Ratio, 2009     104.0 
�3�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���'�H�Q�V�L�W�\���6�T�����.�P������������������������ �� �� �� ��������

Basic Vital Statistics 
Crude Birth Rate (Per 1000 Population), 2008   20.9 
Crude Death Rate (Per 1000 Population), 2008   6.3 
Infant Mortality Rate (Per Thousand Live  
�%�L�U�W�K���������%�H�O�R�Z�������<�H�D�U���R�I���$�J�H�������������������������������������������� �� �� ������
�7�R�W�D�O���)�H�U�W�L�O�L�W�\���5�D�W�H���S�H�U���:�R�P�H�Q������������������������������ �� �� ��������
Contraceptive Prevalence Rate (%), 2008   52.6 
�/�L�I�H���(�[�S�H�F�W�D�Q�F�\�����\�U�V����������������
Both Sex       66.8
Male       65.6 
Female       70.0 
�0�H�D�Q���$�J�H�����\�U�V�����D�W���)�L�U�V�W���0�D�U�U�L�D�J�H��������������
Male       25.9
Female       20.3

�7�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����.�L�O�R�P�H�W�H�U�V������������
National Highway    3478
Regional Highway    4222
�)�H�H�G�H�U���5�R�D�G���7�\�S�H���$�� �� �� ����������
Railway     2835

Financial Statistics Year
Total Number of Commercial Banks  47
Local Private Bank    38 
Foreign Bank    9  
Non-Bank Financial Institution  29 

�*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���5�H�Y�H�Q�X�H���(�[�S�H�Q�G�L�W�X�U�H�����$�F�W�X�D�O����
�������������������,�Q���&�U�R�U�H���7�N����
Total Revenue    79484
�7�R�W�D�O���(�[�S�H�Q�G�L�W�X�U�H�� �� �� �� ������������
�7�R�W�D�O���5�H�Y�H�Q�X�H�����$�V���3�H�U�F�H�Q�W�D�J�H���R�I���*�'�3������ ��������
�7�R�W�D�O���(�[�S�H�Q�G�L�W�X�U�H�����$�V���3�H�U�F�H�Q�W�D�J�H���R�I���*�'�3���� ��������
�%�X�G�J�H�W���'�H�À�F�L�W�����(�[�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���)�R�U�H�L�J�Q���*�U�D�Q�W�V���� ������

�(�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H���5�D�W�H�����-�X�O�\�·�������$�S�U�L�O�·������
�7�D�N�D���8�6�������$�Y�H�U�D�J�H���� �� �� ����������

�&�D�S�L�W�D�O���0�D�U�N�H�W�����6�K�D�U�H���3�U�L�F�H���,�Q�G�H�[���D�V���R�Q���0�D�U�F�K��������������
�'�K�D�N�D���6�W�R�F�N���(�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�����%�D�V�H� ���������� �� ���������������� ��
�&�K�L�W�W�D�J�R�Q�J���6�W�R�F�N���(�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�����%�D�V�H� ������������ ����������������
    
Sources: Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, Finance 
Division, Bangladesh Bank, Ministry of Health and 
�)�D�P�L�O�\���:�H�O�I�D�U�H�����6�(�&��
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�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���$�U�P�H�G���)�R�U�F�H�V���,�Q���8�1���3�H�D�F�H�N�H�H�S�L�Q�J�����$�Q���,�F�R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���:�R�U�O�G���3�H�D�F�H
�3�H�D�F�H�N�H�H�S�L�Q�J���L�V���Q�R�W���D���M�R�E���I�R�U���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V�����E�X�W���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���F�D�Q���R�Q�O�\���G�R���L�W���������������'�D�J���+�D�P�P�D�U�V�N�M�R�O�G

�$ �V�� �D�� �S �H�D�F�H�� �O�R�Y�L �Q�J �� �F �R�X�Q�W�U�\����
Bangladesh is always committed and 
has raised its voice under the auspices 
of UN to establish and maintain 
peace and stabil i ty in confl ict-
ridden areas around the globe. For 
the last 9 years, Bangladesh has 
remained as either the largest or 
the 2nd largest troops contributing 
country and at present Bangladesh 
stands as the second largest troop-
contributing nation in military and 
combindly with the police is the 
largest troop-contributing nation. Our 
peacekeepers are currently deployed 
in 09 countries in 10 peacekeeping 
missions.

Bangladesh, for the first time 
�S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �,�U�D�Q���,�U�D�T�� �0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\��
Observer Group (UNIIMOG) with 15 
�2�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���$�U�P�\���L�Q���������������7�K�L�V���L�V��
�W�K�H���\�H�D�U���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���1�R�E�H�O���3�H�D�F�H���3�U�L�]�H��
was awarded to UN Peacekeepers. 
This was followed by another 25 

�2�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U�V�� �I�U�R�P���$�U�P�\�� �D�Q�G�� ������ �I�U�R�P�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �3�R�O�L�F�H�� �L�Q�� �8�1���7�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q���$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �*�U�R�X�S�� ���8�1�7�$�*���� �L�Q�� �1�D�P�L�E�L�D�� �L�Q�� ������������ �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�·�V��
�S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q�������������*�X�O�I���:�D�U���Z�D�V���W�K�H���W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J���S�R�L�Q�W�����Z�K�H�U�H���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���V�H�Q�W���D���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�J�H�Q�W���R�I�������������S�H�U�V�R�Q�Q�H�O���D�V���D���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���&�R�D�O�L�W�L�R�Q���)�R�U�F�H����
The contingent was composed of an infantry unit, an engineer unit, a supply and transport company and two medical units. The impact of 
this contingent was outstanding in shaping our growing involvement in UN peacekeeping missions. Since then Bangladesh never had to look 
�E�D�F�N�����7�R�G�D�\�� �R�X�U���$�U�P�\�� �K�D�V���D���O�D�U�J�H���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���8�1�� �S�H�D�F�H�N�H�H�S�L�Q�J�� �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����$�W���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�L�P�H���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���1�D�Y�\�� �D�Q�G���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���$�L�U��
�)�R�U�F�H���L�V���D�O�V�R���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�Q�J���W�R���8�1���3�H�D�F�H�N�H�H�S�L�Q�J���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V�����%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���)�R�U�F�H���5�L�Y�H�U�L�Q�H���8�Q�L�W�����%�$�1�)�5�8�����L�V���D���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�J�H�Q�W���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G���E�\��
�W�K�H���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���1�D�Y�\���L�Q���8�1���3�H�D�F�H�N�H�H�S�L�Q�J���2�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���6�X�G�D�Q���V�L�Q�F�H���������������%�$�1�)�5�8���L�V���W�K�H���R�Q�O�\���I�R�U�P�H�G���5�L�Y�H�U�L�Q�H���8�Q�L�W���R�I���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���1�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
�D�Q�G���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���1�D�W�L�R�Q�V���0�L�V�V�L�R�Q���L�Q���6�X�G�D�Q�����8�1�0�,�6�����)�R�U�F�H���+�H�D�G�T�X�D�U�W�H�U�V�����%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���1�D�Y�\���D�O�V�R���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J���R�Q�H���)�U�L�J�D�W�H��
�D�Q�G���R�Q�H���2�3�9���L�Q���/�H�E�D�Q�R�Q���D�V���8�1�,�)�,�/���V�L�Q�F�H���0�D�U�F�K���������������%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���$�L�U���)�R�U�F�H���L�V���D�O�V�R���D�Q���D�F�W�L�Y�H���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W���R�I���8�1�·�V���F�D�O�O���I�R�U���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J���J�O�R�E�D�O��
�S�H�D�F�H���D�Q�G���V�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�����6�L�Q�F�H���������������%�$�)���M�R�L�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K���R�W�K�H�U���W�Z�R���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���$�U�P�H�G���)�R�U�F�H�V���L�Q���8�1���S�H�D�F�H�N�H�H�S�L�Q�J���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���V�H�Q�W��
�S�H�D�F�H�N�H�H�S�H�U�V���W�R���%�$�1�$�,�5�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�J�H�Q�W�V���L�Q���%�R�V�Q�L�D���� �6�R�P�D�O�L�D���� �0�R�]�D�P�E�L�T�X�H���� �5�Z�D�Q�G�D���� �+�D�L�W�L���� �/�L�E�H�U�L�D���� �0�D�F�H�G�R�Q�L�D�����*�H�R�U�J�L�D�����7�D�M�L�N�L�V�W�D�Q�����$�Q�J�R�O�D����
�,�U�D�T�����6�L�H�U�U�D���/�H�R�Q�H�����(�D�V�W���7�L�P�R�U�����&�R�Q�J�R�����.�X�Z�D�L�W�����(�W�K�L�R�S�L�D���(�U�L�W�U�H�D�����,�Y�R�U�\���&�R�D�V�W�����6�X�G�D�Q�����$�I�J�K�D�Q�L�V�W�D�Q���D�Q�G���/�H�E�D�Q�R�Q�����%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���$�U�P�H�G���)�R�U�F�H�V��

have so far been deployed in 45 peace missions in 30 countries. Nearly 91,228 Bangladeshi peacekeepers contributed in this noble task of 
which 8,587 personnel are presently engaged in ongoing peace missions.

The accomplishments of Bangladesh, which made us distinct among hundred nineteen 
peacekeeping nations are:

a.Successful conduct of surrender and disarmament of rebels and armed factions in 
�&�D�P�E�R�G�L�D�����0�R�]�D�P�E�L�T�X�H�����6�L�H�U�U�D���/�H�R�Q�H�����/�L�E�H�U�L�D���D�Q�G���&�R�Q�J�R��

�E���&�R�Q�G�X�F�W���R�I���H�O�H�F�W�R�U�D�O���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���L�Q���&�D�P�E�R�G�L�D�����0�R�]�D�P�E�L�T�X�H�����&�R�Q�J�R�����+�D�L�W�L�����6�L�H�U�U�D���/�H�R�Q�H��
and Liberia.

�F���2�Y�H�U�Z�K�H�O�P�L�Q�J���L�Q�Á�X�H�Q�F�H���R�I���R�X�U���S�H�D�F�H���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���6�L�H�U�U�D���/�H�R�Q�H�����7�K�L�V���Z�D�V��
followed by the visit of its President to Bangladesh to pay gratitude.

d. Conduct of many successful joint operations in Democratic Republic of Congo.
�H�����6�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O���G�H���P�L�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���O�D�U�J�H���D�U�H�D���L�Q���.�X�Z�D�L�W�����(�U�L�W�U�H�D���D�Q�G���6�X�G�D�Q��
f. Provided protection and escort to other UN forces when situation worsened in 

Somalia in 1994 when some 100 UN staffs including 42 peacekeepers were killed by 
�W�K�H���U�H�E�H�O�V�����$�W���W�K�D�W���W�L�P�H�����%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�J�H�Q�W�V���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���W�K�H���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���X�Q�G�H�U���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O��

g. Construction of roads and bridges for host countries.
h. Carrying out extensive reconstruction, development works and welfare activities 

�D�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���V�H�O�I���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�H�G���S�D�F�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H��
�M�����'�L�Y�H�U�V�L�À�H�G���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���W�R���W�K�H���K�R�V�W���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���O�L�N�H���Y�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�����K�H�O�S�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P��

to grow agricultural project in Liberia.

�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���D�O�V�R���K�D�G���W�R���S�D�\���L�Q���W�H�U�P�V���R�I���O�L�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���U�H�D�V�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���*�O�R�E�D�O���3�H�D�F�H�����2�X�U���R�I�À�F�H�U�V���D�Q�G���P�H�Q���P�D�G�H���W�K�H���V�X�S�U�H�P�H��
�V�D�F�U�L�À�F�H���D�Q�G���K�D�Y�H���J�O�R�U�L�À�H�G���W�K�H���L�P�D�J�H���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���D�Q�G���L�W�V���$�U�P�H�G���)�R�U�F�H�V���W�R���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����$�V���R�I���Q�R�Z�����D���W�R�W�D�O���������S�H�D�F�H�N�H�H�S�H�U�V���I�U�R�P��
�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���$�U�P�H�G���)�R�U�F�H�V���K�D�Y�H���V�D�F�U�L�À�F�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���������� �S�H�D�F�H�N�H�H�S�H�U�V���L�Q�M�X�U�H�G���L�Q���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���D�E�U�R�D�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���Q�R�E�O�H���F�D�X�V�H���R�I�� �Z�R�U�O�G���S�H�D�F�H����
�:�H���S�D�\���R�X�U���G�H�H�S�H�V�W���W�U�L�E�X�W�H���W�R���W�K�R�V�H���S�H�D�F�H�N�H�H�S�H�U�V�����Z�K�R���O�D�L�G���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�Y�H�V���R�U���V�X�F�F�X�P�E�H�G���L�Q�M�X�U�L�H�V���I�R�U���X�S�K�R�O�G�L�Q�J���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�·�V���V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���I�R�U���Z�R�U�O�G��
peace.

The achievements of Bangladesh in UN peacekeeping missions have been earned 
through relentless hard work and professionalism of Bangladeshi peacekeepers. 
They represent a well-disciplined and professional force of international standard, 
who maintain absolute neutrality in discharging duties. 

�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �E�H�L�Q�J�� �D�� �V�P�D�O�O�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�� �Z�L�W�K�� �L�W�V�� �V�L�]�D�E�O�H���$�U�P�H�G�� �)�R�U�F�H�V�� �K�D�V�� �H�D�U�Q�H�G��
laurels among the participating countries in UN peacekeeping operations. Her 
participation has also expanded the capacity and enhanced experiences of the 
�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���$�U�P�H�G�� �)�R�U�F�H�V���� �,�Q�� �W�Z�H�Q�W�\���I�L�U�V�W�� �F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�� �W�K�H�� �J�O�R�E�D�O�� �Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�F�R�P�H��
�P�R�U�H�� �L�Q�W�H�U�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �L�Q�W�H�U�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �À�H�O�G�V�� �R�I�� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�D�O�� �D�Q�G��
cultural relationship among nations, which encourages broader participation of 
�$�U�P�H�G�� �)�R�U�F�H�V�� �L�Q�� �P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �J�O�R�E�D�O�� �K�D�U�P�R�Q�\�� �D�Q�G�� �V�R�O�L�G�D�U�L�W�\���� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���$�U�P�H�G��
�)�R�U�F�H�V�����L�P�E�X�H�G���Z�L�W�K���S�D�W�U�L�R�W�L�V�P���D�Q�G���X�W�P�R�V�W���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����P�D�G�H���V�X�S�U�H�P�H���V�D�F�U�L�À�F�H�V���I�R�U��
the cause of global peace as well as for the image of the nation. This noble spirit in 
support of the peacekeeping will remain indomitable for the years to come.

BANGLADESH TODAY
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BANGLADESH CULTURE
Bangladesh takes pride in her rich 

cultural heritage. Here
we highlight some of our cultural icons 

that bear the hallmark of
our creative spirit and the pluralistic 

ethos that frames our national identity.
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Bangla : Our Pride, Our Heritage

Bangla Language
�%�D�Q�J�O�D���L�V���W�K�H���H�D�V�W�H�U�Q�P�R�V�W���R�I�� �W�K�H���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�V���E�H�O�R�Q�J�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���,�Q�G�R���(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���I�D�P�L�O�\���� �Q�H�[�W���W�R���$�V�V�D�P�H�V�H���� �,�W���L�V���Á�D�Q�N�H�G���E�\�� �Y�D�U�L�R�X�V��

�$�X�V�W�U�L�F�� �D�Q�G�� �6�L�Q�R���7�L�E�H�W�D�Q�� �O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �H�Q�F�U�R�D�F�K�� �D�W�� �W�L�P�H�V�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D���V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J�� �D�U�H�D�V���� �)�R�U�� �R�O�G�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D���� �W�K�H�� �R�Q�O�\�� �U�H�F�R�U�G�� �L�V�� �&�K�D�U�M�D�S�D�G��
discovered from a palace in Nepal.

Bangla is perhaps the only language on the basis of which an independent state (Bangladesh) was created. Bangla is the state language of 
Bangladesh; the Constitution of Bangladesh, adopted in 1972, stipulates, “The language of the Republic would be Bangla”.

Presently, Bangla speaking population across the world numbers around 230 million, making it the seventh language after Chinese, 
�(�Q�J�O�L�V�K�����+�L�Q�G�L���8�U�G�X�����6�S�D�Q�L�V�K�����$�U�D�E�L�F���D�Q�G���3�R�U�W�X�J�H�V�H��

�%�D�Q�J�O�D���L�V���X�V�H�G���H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H�O�\���D�O�O���R�Y�H�U���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���W�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�\���H�[�F�H�S�W���L�Q���V�R�P�H���L�V�R�O�D�W�H�G���W�U�L�E�D�O���K�D�E�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����0�R�V�W���R�I�À�F�L�D�O���Z�R�U�N�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\��
�L�V�� �G�R�Q�H�� �L�Q�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D���� �3�H�R�S�O�H�� �V�S�H�D�N�� �L�Q�� �G�L�D�O�H�F�W���D�W���K�R�P�H���D�Q�G�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�O�� �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �D�Q�G�� �X�V�H�� �V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�� �F�R�O�O�R�T�X�L�D�O�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�� �P�R�V�W�O�\�� �I�R�U�� �D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F�� �D�Q�G��
literary purposes.

�%�D�Q�J�O�D���$�O�S�K�D�E�H�W
There are eleven vowels in Bangla with seven sounds - long and 

�V�K�R�U�W�����:�L�W�K���W�K�H���H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���Y�R�Z�H�O�����W�K�H�\���D�O�O���F�K�D�Q�J�H���W�K�H�L�U���V�K�D�S�H��
�Z�K�H�Q���X�V�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D���F�R�Q�V�R�Q�D�Q�W�����$�V���I�R�U���F�R�Q�V�R�Q�D�Q�W�V�����W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���������F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V��
which, however, number no more than 29 sounds. 

Language Movement
Language Movement constitutes one of the most 

glorious chapters in the history of Bangladesh. The 
cultural struggle triggered off by the Language 
Movement gradually turned into a political struggle 
that culminated in the creation of the independent 
Bangladesh in 1971. The Language Movement 
spanning almost a decade (1948 - 1956) reached its 

climax in the martyrdom of 21 February 1952 at the Dhaka University 
campus.

International Mother Language Day
�,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���0�R�W�K�H�U���/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���'�D�\���R�Q���������)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���Z�D�V���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���E�\���8�1�(�6�&�2���W�R���X�S�K�R�O�G���W�K�H���V�D�Q�F�W�L�W�\���D�Q�G��

underscore the importance of preserving all vernacular languages in the world. It was indeed in appreciation and 
�U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���X�Q�S�U�H�F�H�G�H�Q�W�H�G���V�D�F�U�L�À�F�H���P�D�G�H���E�\���W�K�H���P�D�U�W�\�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���0�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���F�D�X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H�L�U��
�P�R�W�K�H�U���W�R�Q�J�X�H�����7�K�H���8�1�(�6�&�2���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���������������Z�K�L�O�H���G�H�F�O�D�U�L�Q�J���������)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���D�V���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���0�R�W�K�H�U��
Language Day, put record how solemnly the people of Bangladesh have been observing the day as Martyr’s Day 
ever since 1952, and how the People’s Republic of Bangladesh has been observing the day as a special national 
day since its emergence as an independent state. martyrdom of 21 February 1952 at the Dhaka University 
campus.

Shaheed Minar
Shaheed Minar - a monument located at the heart of Dhaka city was built in memory of the mother language 

martyrs, who laid down their lives on 21 February 1952 during the Language Movement. The Shaheed Minar 
�Z�D�V���L�Q�D�X�J�X�U�D�W�H�G���R�Q�������� �)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\�� ���������� �E�\�� �W�K�H���P�R�W�K�H�U���R�I���$�E�X�O���%�D�U�N�D�W���� �R�Q�H���R�I�� �W�K�H���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���P�D�U�W�\�U�V�����7�K�H���0�L�Q�D�U��
�Z�D�V���G�H�P�R�O�L�V�K�H�G���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���:�D�U���R�I���/�L�E�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q�������������D�Q�G���Z�D�V���U�H�E�X�L�O�W���L�Q�������������L�Q���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K��

The original design of the Shaheed Minar was conceived by renowned sculptors Hamidur Rahman and 
�1�R�Y�H�U�D���$�K�P�H�G���� �7�K�H�� �6�K�D�K�H�H�G�� �0�L�Q�D�U�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�F�R�P�H�� �D�� �F�R�U�H�� �V�\�P�E�R�O�� �R�I�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �X�Q�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �K�D�O�O�P�D�U�N�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
linguistic and cultural heritage of Bangladesh. The replica of the Shaheed Minar has been erected in other 
countries around the world.

�%�D�Q�J�O�D���$�F�D�G�H�P�\
�%�D�Q�J�O�D���$�F�D�G�H�P�\�� �Z�D�V�� �I�R�X�Q�G�H�G�� �R�Q�� ���� �'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�� ���������� �D�W���%�X�U�G�Z�D�Q�� �+�R�X�V�H���� �'�K�D�N�D�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D���$�F�D�G�H�P�\�� �Z�D�V�� �W�K�H��

outcome of the Language Movement of 1952. Since its inception, it has been playing a significant role in 
�W�K�H�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�� �D�Q�G�� �P�R�G�H�U�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�� �O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���� �7�K�H���$�F�D�G�H�P�\�� �H�Q�M�R�\�V�� �W�K�H�� �V�W�D�W�X�V�� �R�I�� �D�Q�� �D�X�W�R�Q�R�P�R�X�V��
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����À�Q�D�Q�F�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W��

�%�D�Q�J�O�D���$�F�D�G�H�P�\���L�V���W�K�H���E�L�J�J�H�V�W���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J���K�R�X�V�H���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���D�Q�G���R�Q�H���R�I���L�W�V���P�D�M�R�U���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�V���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q��
�L�W�V���Z�R�U�N���R�I���F�R�P�S�L�O�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J���G�L�F�W�L�R�Q�D�U�L�H�V���D�Q�G���H�Q�F�\�F�O�R�S�H�G�L�D�V�����7�K�H���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���E�R�R�N���I�D�L�U���K�H�O�G���D�W���W�K�H���$�F�D�G�H�P�\��
premises in February has become one of the most important literary and cultural events of the country. The 
�%�D�Q�J�O�D���$�F�D�G�H�P�\���/�L�W�H�U�D�U�\���$�Z�D�U�G���J�L�Y�H�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q���R�I�������V�W���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���L�V���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���D���S�U�H�V�W�L�J�L�R�X�V���D�Z�D�U�G��
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International Mother Language day:
How this great national honor was achieved at the UNESCO

Syed Muazzem Ali

�,�W���L�V���D���P�D�W�W�H�U���R�I���J�U�H�D�W���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���S�U�L�G�H���D�Q�G���K�R�Q�R�U���W�K�D�W�����$�P�D�U���(�N�X�V�K�H�\�µ���L�V���D�O�V�R���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�G���D�V���W�K�H���´�,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���0�R�W�K�H�U���/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���'�D�\�µ���D�O�O���R�Y�H�U��
�W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�����$���U�H�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�D�W���H�I�I�H�F�W�����W�D�E�O�H�G���E�\���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�����Z�D�V���X�Q�D�Q�L�P�R�X�V�O�\���D�G�R�S�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���8�1�(�6�&�2���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���R�Q���������1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U��
�������������(�D�U�O�L�H�U�����R�Q���������1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U���������������D�V���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�
�V���3�H�U�P�D�Q�H�Q�W���5�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H���W�R���W�K�H���8�1�(�6�&�2�����,���K�D�G���W�K�H���S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H���W�R���I�R�U�P�D�O�O�\���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H��
the draft resolution on behalf of Bangladesh at the Conference, and pilot its unanimous adoption.

�7�K�H�� �W�U�L�X�P�S�K�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �8�1�(�6�&�2�� �L�V��
a befitting tribute to our Shaheeds 
and a historic achievement for the 
nation. Since this historic national 
honor was achieved due to bold action 
of our Honorable Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina, the succeeding BNP 
�*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �W�U�L�H�G�� �W�R�� �P�L�Q�L�P�L�] �H�� �L�W�V��
importance and even tried to give the 
impression that this honor was achieved 
due to the initiative of an expatriate 
group in Canada with the cooperation 
�R�I�� �W�K�H�� �8�1�(�6�&�2�� �6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�L�D�W���� �7�K�H�\��
�D�Z�D�U�G�H�G���(�N�X�V�K�H�\�� �3�D�G�D�N�� �W�R���P�H�P�E�H�U�V�� �R�I��
�W�K�H���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���E�R�G�\���D�Q�G���H�Y�H�Q���W�K�H���8�1�(�6�&�2��
Secretariat to take away the credit.

However, the reality is that only 
member states can table, adopt or 
�U�H�M�H�F�W�� �U�H�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �8�1�(�6�&�2����
and not individual groups or people, 
�D�Q�G�� �F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�O�\�� �W�K�H�� �8�1�(�6�&�2�� �6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�L�D�W��
does not have any role on such matters. 

�6�X�U�H�O�\���� �D�� �&�D�Q�D�G�D���E�D�V�H�G�� �P�X�O�W�L�O�L�Q�J�X�D�O�� �J�U�R�X�S�� �F�D�O�O�H�G�� ���0�R�W�K�H�U�� �/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�� �/�R�Y�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H���:�R�U�O�G���� �K�D�G�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�O�O�\�� �V�X�E�P�L�W�W�H�G�� �D�� �S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H��
�S�U�R�F�O�D�P�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I�������V�W���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���D�V���W�K�H���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���0�R�W�K�H�U���/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���'�D�\���D�Q�G���W�K�H�\���G�H�V�H�U�Y�H���R�X�U���F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�����%�X�W���W�K�H���8�1���D�Q�G���W�K�H���8�1�(�6�&�2��
are Inter-governmental bodies and they can not accept proposal from a private body/individual and hence the Group was directed to approach 
�D���P�H�P�E�H�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J�O�\�����P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���*�U�R�X�S���K�D�G���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�H�G���X�V���L�Q���3�D�U�L�V���D�Q�G���Z�H���K�D�G���D�G�Y�L�V�H�G���W�K�H�P���D�V���W�R���K�R�Z���W�K�H�\���V�K�R�X�O�G���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K��
our Government.

�:�K�H�Q���W�K�H�\���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�H�G���R�X�U���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�����W�K�H���S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O���Z�D�V���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�G���D�Q�G���L�W���Z�D�V���R�X�U���+�R�Q�R�U�D�E�O�H���3�U�L�P�H���0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U���6�K�H�L�N�K���+�D�V�L�Q�D���Z�K�R���W�R�R�N��
�W�K�H���E�R�O�G���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�H�G���X�V���W�R���V�X�E�P�L�W���L�W���D�V���R�X�U���R�I�À�F�L�D�O���S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O�����)�U�R�P���W�K�H�Q���R�Q���D�O�O���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�H�G���D�W���W�K�H��
government level.

�7�K�H���8�1�(�6�&�2���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�L�D�W���K�D�G���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O�O�\���U�D�L�V�H�G���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���R�X�U���G�U�D�I�W���R�Q���E�R�W�K���E�X�G�J�H�W�D�U�\���D�Q�G���S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�D�O���J�U�R�X�Q�G�V�����:�H���K�D�G���W�R���F�R�Q�Y�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H�P��
�D�Q�G���D�O�O�D�\�� �W�K�H�L�U���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q���� �)�L�Q�D�O�O�\�� �W�K�H���S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O���Z�D�V���S�X�W���X�S���I�R�U���6�H�F�R�Q�G���&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�·�V���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���� �&�R�O�L�Q���3�R�Z�H�U���� �W�K�H���W�K�H�Q���8�1�(�6�&�2���'�H�S�X�W�\��

Director General, helped us immensely in overcoming the initial obstacles.
�2�Q�� �W�K�H�� �V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�W�L�Y�H�� �T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q���� �R�X�U�� �G�U�D�I�W�� �U�H�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�����Z�K�L�F�K�� �K�D�G�� �K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�H�G�� �I�R�U�� �S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I���P�R�W�K�H�U�� �O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�V���� �V�K�R�X�O�G�� �Q�R�W��

�D�S�S�D�U�H�Q�W�O�\���S�R�V�H���D�Q�\���S�U�R�E�O�H�P���W�R���D�Q�\���P�H�P�E�H�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����%�X�W���L�Q���U�H�D�O�L�W�\�����P�D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H���(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�����V�R�P�H���R�I���Z�K�L�F�K���D�U�H���W�K�H���P�D�L�Q��
�F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�R�U�V���W�R���8�1�(�6�&�2�
�V���E�X�G�J�H�W�����K�D�Y�H���P�X�O�W�L�O�L�Q�J�X�D�O���V�R�F�L�H�W�L�H�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���L�V�V�X�H���R�I���P�R�W�K�H�U���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���L�V���D���K�L�J�K�O�\���V�H�Q�V�L�W�L�Y�H���L�V�V�X�H���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V����
Their underlying concern was that the proclamation of the Mother Language Day might trigger off new unrest in their own countries. I 
personally met the Permanent Representatives of those countries and explained to them that the main objective of our effort is to preserve 
�D�O�O���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�V�����:�H���D�O�V�R���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�H�G���W�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���O�L�Q�J�X�L�V�W�L�F���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���G�R���Q�R�W���F�D�X�V�H���Z�D�U�V�����L�Q�W�R�O�H�U�D�Q�F�H���G�R�H�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���U�H�V�S�H�F�W���I�R�U���H�D�F�K��
other's mother languages would only strengthen national and international solidarity.

Our vigorous diplomatic efforts in Paris were successful and we were able to enlist co-sponsorship and support of some 28 countries 
�I�U�R�P�� �G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�H�Q�W�V���� �E�X�W�� �R�Q�H�� �F�R�X�O�G�� �V�W�L�O�O�� �I�H�H�O�� �W�K�H�� �X�Q�G�H�U�O�\�L�Q�J�� �F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�� �R�I�� �V�R�P�H�� �P�X�O�W�L�O�L�Q�J�X�D�O�� �(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���� �)�L�Q�D�O�O�\���� �R�Q��
12 November, I was given the opportunity to introduce the draft resolution at the Second Commission. In our broad-based statement, I 
�X�Q�G�H�U�O�L�Q�H�G���W�K�H���S�U�L�P�D�U�\���U�R�O�H���R�I���8�1�(�6�&�2���L�Q���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�V�����H�[�S�U�H�V�V�H�G���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q���D�W���W�K�H���I�D�V�W���G�L�V�D�S�S�H�D�U�D�Q�F�H�V���R�I���P�R�W�K�H�U���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�V����
�D�Q�G���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G���W�K�H���Q�H�H�G���W�R���S�U�R�F�O�D�L�P���D�Q���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���0�R�W�K�H�U���/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���'�D�\���W�R���F�U�H�D�W�H���J�U�H�D�W�H�U���D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V��

�$�V���U�H�J�D�U�G�V���H�D�U�P�D�U�N�L�Q�J�������V�W���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���D�V���W�K�H���G�D�\���� �,�� �U�H�F�D�O�O�H�G���W�K�H���V�X�S�U�H�P�H���V�D�F�U�L�À�F�H���W�K�D�W���R�X�U���P�D�U�W�\�U�V���K�D�G���P�D�G�H���R�Q���W�K�D�W���G�D�\���L�Q������������ �I�R�U���W�K�H��
preservation of our mother language Bangla - an unprecedented event in contemporary history. Here I also drew a parallel to the proclamation 
of May Day as the International Labor day to commemorate the shooting and killing of striking labor of “8-hour working day movement” in 

Chicago in 1886.
Fortunately,  our persistent behind-the-

�V�F�H�Q�H�� �O�R�E�E�\�L�Q�J�� �Z�R�U�N�H�G���� �$�� �J�R�R�G�� �Q�X�P�E�H�U�� �R�I��
our co-sponsors made statements supporting 
�R�X�U�� �U�H�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���� �&�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\���� �W�K�H�� �P�X�O�W�L�O�L�Q�J�X�D�O��
�(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q�� �G�H�O�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �F�R�X�O�G�� �Q�R�W�� �R�S�S�R�V�H�� �R�X�U�� �G�U�D�I�W��
resolution and it was unanimously adopted at 
the Second Commission. To someone who was 
not directly involved in the lobbying process or 
familiar with multilateral diplomacy, this might 
have seemed easy sailing, but for those of us, 
who had been pursuing the matter tirelessly, this 
brought a great sense of achievement and relief.

Finally, as noted earlier, on 17 November 
the Plenary of the General Conference formally 
�D�G�R�S�W�H�G�� �R�X�U�� �G�U�D�I�W�� �U�H�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�� �S�U�R�F�O�D�L�P�L�Q�J�� �´�$�P�D�U��
�(�N�X�V�K�H�\�µ�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �0�R�W�K�H�U�� �/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H��
�'�D�\���� �6�X�E�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\���� �W�K�H�� �W�K�H�Q�� �8�1�(�6�&�2�� �'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U��
�*�H�Q�H�U�D�O�� �R�I�� �8�1�(�6�&�2���� �.�R�L�F�K�L�U�R�� �0�D�W�V�X�U�D�� �I�R�U�P�D�O�O�\��
�O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �'�D�\�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �8�1�(�6�&�2�� �K�H�D�G�T�X�D�U�W�H�U�V��
on 21 February 2000, amid speeches, a Bangla 
musical program and display of books on 
languages.

In March 2001 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
�O�D�L�G���W�K�H���I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I�� �D�Q���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���0�R�W�K�H�U���/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���L�Q���'�K�D�N�D���L�Q���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H���R�I�� �W�K�H���W�K�H�Q���8�1���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���.�R�À���$�Q�Q�D�Q����
�8�Q�I�R�U�W�X�Q�D�W�H�O�\���� �W�K�H���V�X�F�F�H�H�G�L�Q�J�� �*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���W�R�R�N���Y�H�U�\���O�L�W�W�O�H���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�����$�V�� �D�� �S�D�U�W���R�I�� �R�X�U���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���� �L�W���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H��
�R�X�U���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���H�Q�G�H�D�Y�R�U���W�R���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���W�K�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���V�R�R�Q�H�V�W���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���W�R���S�U�R�W�H�F�W���D�Q�G���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�H���D�O�O���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�V�����7�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���D���E�H�À�W�W�L�Q�J���W�U�L�E�X�W�H���W�R���R�X�U��
Shaheeds.

Illustration:
�8�1�(�6�&�2�·�V���W�K�H���W�K�H�Q���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���.�R�L�F�K�L�U�R���0�D�W�V�X�X�U�D���O�D�X�Q�F�K�L�Q�J���W�K�H���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���0�R�W�K�H�U��

�/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�� �'�D�\�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�·�V�� �+�H�D�G�T�X�D�U�W�H�U�V�� �L�Q���3�D�U�L�V�� �R�Q�� ������ �)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\�� ������������ �2�W�K�H�U�V�� �L�Q��
�W�K�H�� �S�L�F�W�X�U�H�� �D�U�H�� ���I�U�R�P�� �U�L�J�K�W���W�R���O�H�I�W���� ���� �8�1�(�6�&�2�� �*�R�R�G�Z�L�O�O���$�P�E�D�V�V�D�G�R�U�� �D�Q�G���I�R�U�P�H�U�� �3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���R�I��
�,�F�H�O�D�Q�G���9�L�J�G�L�V���)�L�Q�Q�E�R�J�D�G�R�W�K�L�U�����W�K�H���W�K�H�Q���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���3�H�U�P�D�Q�H�Q�W���5�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H���6�\�H�G���0�X�D�]�]�H�P��
�$�O�L�����8�1���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O�
�V���5�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H���+�D�V�V�D�Q���)�R�G�K�D���D�Q�G���&�K�D�L�U�P�D�Q���R�I���8�1�(�6�&�2���$�G�Y�L�V�R�U�\��
�&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���I�R�U���/�L�Q�J�X�L�V�W�L�F���3�O�X�U�D�O�L�V�P���D�Q�G���0�X�O�W�L�O�L�Q�J�X�D�O���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���)�H�O�L�[���0�D�U�W�L��
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�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �L�V�� �K�H�L�U�� �W�R�� �D�� �U�L�F�K�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �O�H�J�D�F�\���� �,�Q�� �L�W�V�� �R�Y�H�U�� �W�Z�R�� �P�L�O�O�H�Q�Q�L�D�� �R�I�� �F�K�H�T�X�H�U�H�G�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�\���� �W�K�H�� �O�D�Q�G�� �K�D�V�� �Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�� �R�I��
�V�S�O�H�Q�G�L�G���F�L�W�L�H�V���� �S�D�O�D�F�H�V���� �W�H�P�S�O�H�V���� �V�W�X�S�D�V���� �P�R�Q�D�V�W�H�U�L�H�V���� �P�R�V�T�X�H�V���� �P�D�X�V�R�O�H�X�P�V���� �U�R�D�G�V���� �E�U�L�G�J�H�V���H�W�F�����7�K�H�V�H���D�U�H���W�K�H���X�Q�P�L�V�W�D�N�D�E�O�H���V�R�X�U�F�H���I�R�U���W�K�H��
reconstruction of the human history of the land. However, a large number of these establishments disappeared with the passage of time. The 
surviving relics scattered around the country are not less than 2000.

�7�K�H���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���$�U�F�K�H�R�O�R�J�\���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\���R�I���&�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���$�I�I�D�L�U�V���R�Z�Q�V�����������V�X�F�K���U�H�O�L�F�V���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�H�U�H���G�H�F�O�D�U�H�G���D�V���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�H�G���P�R�Q�X�P�H�Q�W�V��
�X�Q�G�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I���$�Q�W�L�T�X�L�W�\���$�F�W�� ���������� ���D�P�H�Q�G�H�G�� �L�Q�� ���������������$�P�R�Q�J�� �W�K�H�P���� �3�D�K�D�U�S�X�U�� �%�X�G�G�K�L�V�W�� �0�R�Q�D�V�W�H�U�\���D�Q�G�� �%�D�J�H�U�K�D�W�� �J�U�R�X�S�� �R�I��
�P�R�Q�X�P�H�Q�W�V���Z�H�U�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���:�R�U�O�G���&�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���+�H�U�L�W�D�J�H���O�L�V�W�����D�Q�G���0�D�K�D�V�W�K�D�Q�����0�D�L�Q�D�P�D�W�L�����6�L�W�D�N�R�W���9�L�K�D�U�D�����.�D�Q�W�D�M�L���W�H�P�S�O�H���D�Q�G���*�D�X�U���J�U�R�X�S���R�I��
monuments are in the tentative list.

Paharpur
Situated in the heartland of “Varendra”, 

comprising the northern districts of Bangladesh, 
the extensive ruins of Paharpur, originally known 
as “Sompur Vihara”, are undoubtedly the most 
spectacular pre-Islamic monumental complex in 
the country. Built in the 8th century by the great 
Pala emperor Dharmapala in his native land as a 
�I�D�P�R�X�V���$�V�L�D�Q���F�H�Q�W�U�H���I�R�U���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���S�L�O�J�U�L�P�D�J�H����
�L�W���L�V�� �O�R�F�D�W�H�G���L�Q���D�� �Á�D�W���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�V�L�G�H���D�P�L�G���D�Q���X�Q�V�S�R�L�O�W��
peaceful agrarian landscape. 

Occupying about 9 hectares of land, this vast, 
�Q�H�D�U�O�\���V�T�X�D�U�H���P�R�Q�D�V�W�H�U�\���F�R�P�S�O�H�[�������P�H�D�V�X�U�L�Q�J����������
m on each side with 177 monastic cells, numerous 
votive stupas and a multitude of other ancillary 
buildings inside its enclosure - is dominated by a 
cruciform central temple. It is conspicuous for its 
complicated scheme of decoration of basement 
�Z�D�O�O�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �F�D�U�Y�H�G�� �E�U�L�F�N�� �F�R�U�Q�L�F�H�V���� �I�U�L�H�]�H�V�� �R�I��
�Q�X�P�H�U�R�X�V�� �W�H�U�U�D�F�R�W�W�D���S�O�D�T�X�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �V�W�R�Q�H�� �V�F�X�O�S�W�X�U�H�V����
�7�K�H���H�[�T�X�L�V�L�W�H���V�W�R�Q�H���V�F�X�O�S�W�X�U�H�V�����S�O�D�F�H�G���L�Q���H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\��
built niches which decorate the base of the gigantic 
temple, represent various scenes from the Hindu-

Buddhist pantheon, created in the glorious aesthetic tradition of the classical Gupta periods of the Pala art.
�,�W���Z�D�V���D�Q���L�Q�W�H�O�O�H�F�W�X�D�O���F�H�Q�W�U�H���R�I���J�U�H�D�W���U�H�Q�R�Z�Q�����D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�Q�J���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���%�X�G�G�K�L�V�W���P�R�Q�N�V���I�U�R�P���D�O�O���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���R�I���$�V�L�D�����D�Q�G���L�Q���L�W�V���W�X�U�Q���V�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���P�R�Q�N�V��

�D�V���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�D�U�L�H�V���W�R���&�H�Q�W�U�D�O���$�V�L�D���D�Q�G���W�K�H���)�D�U���(�D�V�W�����,�W���Z�D�V���D�O�V�R���D���F�H�Q�W�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���D�U�W�V���Z�K�R�V�H���L�Q�Á�X�H�Q�F�H���Z�D�V���I�H�O�W���L�Q���Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S�V���D�V���I�D�U���D�V���L�Q���1�H�S�D�O����
�7�L�E�H�W���� �%�X�U�P�D�� �D�Q�G�� �&�H�\�O�R�Q�����$�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�D�O�O�\���� �W�K�H�� �J�U�D�Q�G�� �P�R�Q�X�P�H�Q�W�� �L�V�� �D�� �W�U�H�D�V�X�U�H�G�� �K�H�U�L�W�D�J�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�U�O�G�� �Z�K�L�F�K���� �L�Q�� �D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���$�V�L�D���� �S�U�R�I�R�X�Q�G�O�\��
�L�Q�Á�X�H�Q�F�H�G���W�K�H���O�D�W�H�U���D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�D�O���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���)�D�U���(�D�V�W��

Lalmai Mainamati
�$�Q���H�[�W�U�D�R�U�G�L�Q�D�U�\���U�L�F�K���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���D�V�V�H�P�E�O�D�J�H���R�I���W�K�H���%�X�G�G�K�L�V�W���S�H�U�L�R�G���V�S�U�H�D�G�V���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���/�D�O�P�D�L���0�D�L�Q�D�P�D�W�L���K�L�O�O���U�D�Q�J�H���Z�K�L�F�K���V�W�U�H�W�F�K�H�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�W�K��

the middle of the Meghna basin in Comilla district of Bangladesh. The northern part of this hill range is known as Mainamati while its 
southern part as Lalmai. The 16 km long range lies about 8 km west of Comilla town.

This range was inhabited by the people in the remote past. The cultural evidence of the people of both prehistoric times as well as of 
�K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���S�H�U�L�R�G���L�V���D�E�X�Q�G�D�Q�W�����7�K�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���S�U�H�K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���L�V���O�H�V�V���N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�Q�G���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���L�G�H�Q�W�L�À�H�G���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\���� �W�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���D�U�F�K�H�R�O�R�J�\�� �L�V���Z�H�O�O��
known for a period of more than a century.

The entire range was densely populated during the historical period as indicated by the discovery of a large number of Buddhist 
monasteries, temples, stupas on the crest, slope and foot of the hills ranging between 6th and 13th century of the Christian era.

�$�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H�V�H�����6�D�O�Y�D�Q���9�L�K�D�U�D�����D���O�D�U�J�H���P�R�Q�D�V�W�H�U�\���Z�L�W�K���D���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���V�K�U�L�Q�H���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�W�\�D�U�G���Q�H�D�U���0�D�L�Q�D�P�D�W�L���0�X�V�H�X�P�����.�X�W�L�O�D���0�X�U�D�����D���J�U�R�X�S���R�I��
Stupas, Charpatra Mura, a small temple, Rupban Mura, a small monastery with a central temple in the courtyard, Queen Mainamati’s Palace 
�0�R�X�Q�G���D�Q�G���/�D�W�L�N�R�W���0�X�U�D���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���H�[�F�D�Y�D�W�H�G�����%�H�V�L�G�H�V�����$�Q�D�Q�G�D���9�L�K�D�U�D�����W�K�H���O�D�U�J�H�V�W���P�R�Q�D�V�W�H�U�\���L�Q���W�K�H���D�U�H�D���Z�L�W�K���D���O�D�U�J�H���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���V�K�U�L�Q�H���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q��
partly exposed. From these excavated sites, a large number of movable objects have been discovered which include Hindu and Buddhist 
�V�F�X�O�S�W�X�U�H�V���� �F�R�L�Q�V���� �R�E�M�H�F�W�V���R�I�� �G�D�L�O�\�� �X�V�H���� �W�H�U�U�D�F�R�W�W�D���S�O�D�T�X�H�V���� �F�D�U�Y�H�G���E�U�L�F�N�V���� �R�U�Q�D�P�H�Q�W�V���� �S�R�W�W�H�U�L�H�V���� �P�H�W�D�O�O�L�F�� �X�W�H�Q�V�L�O�V���� �V�H�D�O�V���D�Q�G���V�H�D�O�L�Q�J�V���� �F�R�S�S�H�U��
�S�O�D�W�H�V���H�W�F�����2�Q���V�W�\�O�L�V�W�L�F���J�U�R�X�Q�G�V�����W�K�H�V�H���R�E�M�H�F�W�V���P�D�\���E�H���G�D�W�H�G���E�D�F�N���W�R�����W�K�������W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���$�'��

BANGLADESH CULTURE



62

      Anniversary

63

40th
 

Nakshi Kantha – a Tradition of a Few Thousand Years

�1�D�N�V�K�L���.�D�Q�W�K�D�����H�P�E�U�R�L�G�H�U�H�G���T�X�L�O�W�����²���V�D�L�G���W�R���E�H���L�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���W�R���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���²���L�V���P�D�G�H��
�I�U�R�P���R�O�G���F�R�W�W�R�Q���F�O�R�W�K�H�V�����S�U�H�G�R�P�L�Q�D�Q�W�O�\���G�L�V�F�D�U�G�H�G���V�D�U�L���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���F�O�R�W�K���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V�����.�D�Q�W�K�D�V��
�U�D�Q�J�H�� �I�U�R�P�� �X�W�L�O�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q�� �T�X�L�W�V�� �W�R�� �H�[�T�X�L�V�L�W�H�O�\�� �H�P�E�U�R�L�G�H�U�H�G�� �K�H�L�U�O�R�R�P�V���� �'�H�S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H��
�W�K�L�F�N�Q�H�V�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G�����W�K�U�H�H���W�R���V�H�Y�H�Q���V�D�U�L�V���D�U�H���O�D�\�H�U�H�G���D�Q�G���T�X�L�O�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�L�P�S�O�H���U�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J��
stitch, which typically produces a rippled effect. Thread drawn from coloured sari 
borders would be used to embroider motifs or border patterns imitative of sari borders.

�7�K�H���W�H�U�P���1�D�N�V�K�L�� �.�D�Q�W�K�D���� �S�R�S�X�O�D�U�O�\�� �X�V�H�G���L�Q���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���� �L�V�� �I�R�X�Q�G���H�Y�H�Q���L�Q���P�H�G�L�H�Y�D�O��
�O�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H�����7�K�H���Q�D�P�H���1�D�N�V�K�L���.�D�Q�W�K�D���E�H�F�D�P�H���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\�� �S�R�S�X�O�D�U���D�P�R�Q�J���O�L�W�H�U�D�W�H���S�H�R�S�O�H��
�D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���S�R�H�W�L�F���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H���1�D�N�V�K�L���.�D�Q�W�K�D�U���0�D�W�K�����)�L�H�O�G���R�I���(�P�E�U�R�L�G�H�U�H�G��
Quilt) by poet Jashimuddin in 1929.

From time immemorial, there has been a tradition of Bangladeshi women recycling 
�Z�R�U�Q���R�X�W�� �F�R�W�W�R�Q�� �V�D�U�L�V�� �E�\�� �F�R�Q�Y�H�U�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�P�� �L�Q�W�R�� �X�V�D�E�O�H�� �D�Q�G�� �G�X�U�D�E�O�H�� �T�X�L�O�W�V���� �E�D�J�V���� �E�R�R�N��
�F�R�Y�H�U�V���� �P�L�U�U�R�U�� �F�D�V�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �V�X�F�K�� �D�U�W�L�F�O�H�V���� �7�K�H�V�H�� �1�D�N�V�K�L�� �.�D�Q�W�K�D�V�� �D�U�H�� �P�D�G�H�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�L�U��
leisure, particularly during the rainy season or before winter invades the villages of the 
Ganges delta.

�7�K�H�� �P�R�W�L�I�V�� �R�I�� �1�D�N�V�K�L�� �.�D�Q�W�K�D�� �G�H�S�L�F�W�� �+�L�Q�G�X�� �I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O�V���� �I�R�O�N�� �I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O�V���� �P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H��
ceremonies, the lotus, Lord Buddha’s footprint, fishes, snakes, boats, horses, carts, 
flowers, elephants, umbrellas, procession of chariots, swing festival of Radha and 
�.�U�L�V�K�Q�D���� �Z�K�H�H�O�V���� �W�U�H�H�V�� �H�W�F���� �0�X�V�O�L�P�� �Z�R�P�H�Q�� �H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\�� �F�R�Q�F�H�Q�W�U�D�W�H�� �R�Q�� �J�H�R�P�H�W�U�L�F�� �D�Q�G��
�Á�R�U�D�O���P�R�W�L�I�V�����W�K�H���F�U�H�V�F�H�Q�W�����V�W�D�U�����G�R�P�H�V�����P�L�Q�D�U�H�W�V�����Y�H�U�V�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���K�R�O�\���4�X�U�D�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���O�L�N�H����
�(�[�S�H�F�W�D�Q�W���P�R�W�K�H�U�V���V�S�H�Q�G���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���W�U�L�P�H�V�W�H�U���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�F�\���L�Q���P�D�N�L�Q�J���1�D�N�V�K�L���.�D�Q�W�K�D��
�I�R�U���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���E�R�U�Q���E�D�E�\���� �E�H�O�L�H�Y�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W���Z�U�D�S�S�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H���Q�H�Z�E�R�U�Q���E�D�E�\�� �L�Q���D�� �1�D�N�V�K�L�� �.�D�Q�W�K�D��
would bring good fortune to the family and protect the baby from diseases. It is almost 
�L�P�S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���W�R���À�Q�G���W�Z�R���L�G�H�Q�W�L�F�D�O���1�D�N�V�K�L���.�D�Q�W�K�D�V���D�Q�\�Z�K�H�U�H��

Most kanthas tend to follow a basic pattern, the focal point being a central lotus 
motif with concentric circles of undulating vines or sari border patterns. In the four 
�F�R�U�Q�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���N�D�Q�W�K�D�����R�U���L�Q���W�K�H���I�R�X�U���F�R�U�Q�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���V�T�X�D�U�H�����W�U�H�H���R�I���O�L�I�H���P�R�W�L�I�V���D�U�H��
embroidered pointing towards the central lotus motif. The empty spaces between the 
�F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���D�Q�G���F�R�U�Q�H�U���P�R�W�L�I�V���D�U�H���À�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���P�R�W�L�I�V���G�U�D�Z�Q���I�U�R�P���Q�D�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���K�R�P�H�V�W�H�D�G���R�U��
�Z�L�W�K���V�F�H�Q�H�V���I�U�R�P���U�H�D�O���O�L�I�H���R�U���O�H�J�H�Q�G�V�����7�K�H���D�U�H�D�V���O�H�I�W���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���P�R�W�L�I�V���R�U���V�F�H�Q�H�V���D�U�H���T�X�L�O�W�H�G��
with the rippling kantha stitch. Many kanthas contain proverbs, blessings, even captions 
for the motifs and scenes in Bengali lettering.

Modern Art in Bangladesh: Richness of 
Creative Expression

�$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K�� �D�� �U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\�� �Q�H�Z�� �V�W�D�W�H���� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K��
has a history that goes back hundreds of years 
and a culture that has roots in pre-history. There 
is, therefore, a discernible time line in the 
evolution of Bangladesh art all the way through 
into the modern mainstream. Modern art trends 
in Bangladesh are steeped as much in heritage as 
they are in step with the global idiom.

The roots of modern art in Bangladesh can 
be traced to the Calcutta Government School 
�R�I���$�U�W���� �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �%�U�L�W�L�V�K�� �5�D�M�� �L�Q�� ������������
�$�E�D�Q�L�Q�G�U�D�Q�D�W�K���7�D�J�R�U�H�� ������������ �²������������ �V�S�H�D�U�K�H�D�G�H�G��
a trend that gradually came to be known as the 
Bengal school. Outside the Bengal School, Jamini 
Roy’s (1887 – 1972) works have defined some 
of the permanent elements of modern art in this 
country. He was the first to draw inspiration, 
and elements, from folk and other indigenous 
traditions.

The modern art movement in Bangladesh 
�Z�D�V�� �S�L�R�Q�H�H�U�H�G�� �E�\�� �6�K�L�O�S�D�F�K�D�U�\�D�� �=�D�L�Q�X�O���$�E�H�G�L�Q����
�$�Q�Z�D�U�X�O���+�D�T�X�H�����4�D�P�U�X�O���+�D�V�D�Q�����6�D�À�X�G�G�L�Q���$�K�P�H�G����
�D�Q�G���D���I�H�Z���R�W�K�H�U�V���Z�K�R���K�D�G���D�O�O���V�W�X�G�L�H�G���D�Q�G���W�U�D�L�Q�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���&�D�O�F�X�W�W�D���$�U�W���6�F�K�R�R�O�����7�K�H�\���P�R�Y�H�G���W�R���'�K�D�N�D���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���S�D�U�W�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���,�Q�G�L�D���L�Q���������������D�Q�G��
�W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���\�H�D�U�����H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���Z�K�D�W���L�V���S�R�S�X�O�D�U�O�\���N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�V���W�K�H���'�K�D�N�D���$�U�W���&�R�O�O�H�J�H�����S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�O�\���W�K�H���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���R�I���)�L�Q�H���$�U�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I��
Dhaka).

�7�K�H���L�Q�Á�X�H�Q�F�H���R�I�� �W�K�H���%�H�Q�J�D�O���5�H�Q�D�L�V�V�D�Q�F�H���Q�R�W�Z�L�W�K�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���� �W�K�H�V�H���P�D�V�W�H�U�V���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�Y�H���D�F�F�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H���D�U�W���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K��
�I�U�R�P���W�K�H���Y�H�U�\�� �E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J�����:�R�U�N�V���R�I�� �W�K�L�V���À�U�V�W���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I�� �S�D�L�Q�W�H�U�V���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�G���U�X�U�D�O���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H�P�H�V���S�D�V�V�L�R�Q�D�W�H�O�\�� �Z�L�W�K���E�R�O�G���V�W�U�R�N�H�V���D�Q�G��
bright colours.

�6�K�L�O�S�D�F�K�D�U�\�D�� �=�D�L�Q�X�O���$�E�H�G�L�Q���� �W�K�H�� �G�R�\�H�Q���R�I�� �W�K�H�� �0�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���� �L�V�� �E�H�V�W���N�Q�R�Z�Q���I�R�U�� �K�L�V�� �I�D�P�R�X�V�� �I�D�P�L�Q�H�� �V�N�H�W�F�K�H�V�� �D�Q�G���K�L�V�� �P�D�V�W�H�U�I�X�O���V�F�U�R�O�O�V�� �W�K�D�W��
�F�R�Q�Y�H�\�� �D�� �Y�L�E�U�D�Q�W�� �H�S�L�F�� �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U���� �4�D�P�U�X�O�� �+�D�V�D�Q�� �I�R�X�Q�G�� �K�L�V�� �S�X�O�V�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �Q�D�W�L�Y�H�� �V�W�\�O�H�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �S�R�Z�H�U�I�X�O�� �H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �3�D�W�X�D�V�����$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K��
�V�H�Q�V�X�D�O�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���I�H�P�D�O�H���À�J�X�U�H���K�D�V���I�H�D�W�X�U�H�G���L�Q���P�D�Q�\���R�I���K�L�V���P�D�M�R�U���Z�R�U�N�V�����4�D�P�U�X�O���K�D�V���G�R�Q�H���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�V���W�K�D�W���E�U�L�Q�J���W�R���O�L�I�H���W�K�L�V���P�R�Q�V�R�R�Q���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\����
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�6�D�I�L�X�G�G�L�Q�� �$�K�P�H�G�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�O�O�\�� �Z�R�U�N�H�G��
in woodcut and etching; later he 
concentrated on pure geometric forms.

One other major painter of the 
1940s was S. M. Sultan, who started 
working with natural dyes and colours 
in the 1980s. He celebrated the 
peasantry and depicted them on his 
canvas as powerful protagonists of the 
�K�X�P�D�Q���F�L�Y�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q��

�7�K�H���À�U�V�W���E�D�W�F�K���R�I���'�K�D�N�D���$�U�W���&�R�O�O�H�J�H��
formed the next crop of artists. This 
generation was predictably varied and 
diverse – in the choice of figurative 
expression, the breadth of one’s 
imagination, or the potential of plastic 
value in their works. Muhammad 
�.�L�E�U�L�D�� �K�D�G�� �D�� �Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�� �L�Q�F�O�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �I�R�U��
semi-abstract composition, which 
later  t ransformed to the whol ly 
abstract. Hamidur Rahman introduced 
cons t ruc t ion  pa in t ings ,  add ing 
�H�[�W�U�D�Q�H�R�X�V���H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V���I�R�U���H�I�I�H�F�W�����$�P�L�Q�X�O��
�,�V�O�D�P�·�V�� �Z�R�U�N�V�� �D�U�H�� �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�H�G�� �E�\��
tremendous variety; he studies mosaics 
and murals and works principally in 
semi-abstract expressionistic mode. 
Murtaja Baseer has moved from 
paintings to murals and stained glass. 
Rashid Chowdhury’ s paintings had 
surrealistic overtones, but his training 
in tapestry in France shifted his focus 
to simple decorative designs. Others 
of the same generation, working 
predominantly with abstract and 
semi-abstract forms, include Qayyum 
�&�K�R�Z�G�K�X�U�\�����$�E�G�X�U�� �5�D�]�]�D�T�X�H���� �6�\�H�G��
�-�D�K�D�Q�J�L�U���� �'�H�E�G�D�V�� �&�K�D�N�U�D�E�R�U�W�\���� �.�D�]�L��
�$�E�G�X�O���%�D�V�H�W���D�Q�G���$�E�X���7�D�K�H�U��

Coming after them, but predating 
�W�K�H�� �:�D�U�� �R�I�� �/�L�E�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���� �W�K�H�U�H�� �Z�H�U�H�� �D��
good number of prolific artists who 
have created their own individual style 

and vocabulary. This group includes Monirul 
Islam, Samarjit Roy Chowdhury, Hashem 
�.�K�D�Q���� �0�D�K�P�X�G�X�O�� �+�X�T���� �5�D�À�T�X�Q�� �1�D�E�L�����$�Q�Z�D�U��
�-�D�K�D�Q���D�Q�G���+�D�P�L�G�X�]�]�D�P�D�Q���.�K�D�Q��

�$�I�W�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K����
�W�K�H�U�H�� �Z�D�V�� �D�� �Q�H�Z�� �V�X�U�J�H�� �R�I�� �F�U�H�D�W�L�Y�L�W�\�����$�� �Q�H�Z��
generation of artists emerged, who adopted 
a more figurative vocabulary and tried 
enthusiastically to create an interface between 
�W�K�H���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\�����$�V���D�U�W�L�V�W�V��
of a new independent country, they also had 
a new kind of exposure that facilitated their 
creative pursuit. This group of the 1970s 
included a good number of sculptors and 
�S�U�L�Q�W�P�D�N�H�U�V���� �.�D�O�L�G�D�V���.�D�U�P�D�N�D�U�����$�E�G�X�V���6�D�W�W�D�U����
�.�D�]�L���*�\�D�V�����$�E�G�X�V���6�K�D�N�R�R�U�����0�R�Q�V�X�U���X�O���.�D�U�L�P����
Chandra Shekhar Dey, Hashi Chakraborty, 
�$�O�R�N�H�� �5�R�\���� �.���� �0�����$���� �4�X�D�\�\�X�P�� �D�Q�G�� �)�D�U�L�G�D��
�=�D�P�D�Q���D�U�H���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�R�W�D�E�O�H�V��

�$�U�W�L�V�W�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� ���������V�� �W�U�L�H�G�� �W�R�� �X�V�H�� �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q��
and heritage in a more subtle way. There 
was a greater contact with global trends. The 
artists of this decade have tended towards non-
�À�J�X�U�D�W�L�Y�H�� �V�H�P�L�� �D�E�V�W�U�D�F�W���P�R�G�H�V�� �R�I�� �H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q����
�6�R�P�H�� �K�D�Y�H�� �H�Y�H�Q�� �D�F�T�X�L�U�H�G�� �D�� �S�R�V�W���P�R�G�H�U�Q��
vocabulary – there is infusion of fantasy, 
humour and the absurd. The 90s have been 
hectic. Possibilities have become endless as 
synergies were established between technology 
and art. Painting and sculpture, and even 
the performing arts, appeared to lose their 
distinctiveness and became predominantly 
complementary. The same trend continues 
into the opening years of the new century. 
If break up of form described 1980s and 
the early 1990s, for the latter 1990s and the 
beginning of the new century, the mantra is 
reconstruction.
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The Monsoon and Bangladesh Culture
Tribal People of Bangladesh and their Cultural Heritage: 

Preservation and Development

�7�K�H�� �Z�R�U�G�� �´�0�R�Q�V�R�R�Q�µ�� �L�V�� �G�H�U�L�Y�H�G�� �I�U�R�P�� �´�0�R�X�V�X�P�µ���� �W�K�H���$�U�D�E�L�F�� �Z�R�U�G�� �I�R�U�� �V�H�D�V�R�Q���� �,�W�� �F�D�Q�� �D�O�V�R�� �P�H�D�Q��
“weather”. The monsoon is a seasonal wind, which starts blowing from the Indian Ocean from early 
�-�X�Q�H���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���W�L�O�O���P�L�G���$�X�J�X�V�W���� ������ �-�X�Q�H���F�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�V���W�R���À�U�V�W���R�I���$�V�K�D�U���L�Q���W�K�H���%�H�Q�J�D�O�L���F�D�O�H�Q�G�D�U���� �R�Q��
�Z�K�L�F�K���G�D�\���W�K�H���U�D�L�Q�\���V�H�D�V�R�Q���L�V���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G���W�R���F�R�P�P�H�Q�F�H�����$�V�K�D�U���D�Q�G���6�U�D�Y�D�Q���D�U�H���W�K�H���W�Z�R���P�R�Q�W�K�V���R�I���K�H�D�Y�\��
rainfall. During these months, the sky remains cloudy almost all the time and it rains incessantly.

Rain rejuvenates nature and greatly helps agriculture. It helps ensure an abundant harvest. The soil 
�E�H�F�R�P�H�V���U�L�F�K���Z�L�W�K���I�U�H�V�K���Z�D�W�H�U���D�Q�G���L�V���U�H�D�G�\���I�R�U���F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�H���À�V�K�H�V���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�\���L�Q���W�K�H���I�U�H�V�K���U�D�L�Q�Z�D�W�H�U����
Nature becomes lush and bountiful.

The rainy season is intimately connected with the history, agriculture, economy, culture and 
�F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���%�H�Q�J�D�O�L���S�H�R�S�O�H�����,�W���K�D�V���L�Q�Á�X�H�Q�F�H�G���R�X�U���O�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H���D�V���Z�H�O�O�����7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���K�X�Q�G�U�H�G�V���R�I���S�R�H�P�V��
�D�Q�G���V�R�Q�J�V�� �R�Q���P�R�Q�V�R�R�Q���U�D�L�Q���� �2�Q�H���F�D�Q���À�Q�G���Q�X�P�H�U�R�X�V���U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���W�R���P�R�Q�V�R�R�Q���U�D�L�Q���L�Q���P�D�Q�\�� �Q�R�Y�H�O�V���D�Q�G��
�V�K�R�U�W���V�W�R�U�L�H�V�����7�K�H�V�H���F�R�P�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H���À�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V���R�I���K�D�S�S�L�Q�H�V�V�����O�R�Y�H�����V�R�U�U�R�Z���D�Q�G���D�J�R�Q�\���W�K�D�W��
mingle with rain.

�:�L�W�K���L�W�V���O�L�I�H���J�L�Y�L�Q�J�����V�R�R�W�K�L�Q�J���U�D�L�Q���D�Q�G���L�W�V���Z�L�O�G���V�W�R�U�P�V�����W�K�H���P�R�Q�V�R�R�Q���L�V���D���P�L�[�H�G���E�O�H�V�V�L�Q�J�����Z�K�L�P�V�L�F�D�O����
totally unpredictable and unmistakably Bangladeshi. It is a breathtaking spectacle that annually shapes 
the lives of both the people and wildlife of Bangladesh. The rains speed up the growth of sweet tropical 
�I�U�X�L�W�V���D�Q�G���P�D�Q�\���Y�H�J�H�W�D�E�O�H�V�����7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���I�U�D�J�U�D�Q�W���Á�R�Z�H�U�V���D�O�O���D�U�R�X�Q�G�����,�Q�Q�X�P�H�U�D�E�O�H���Y�D�U�L�H�W�L�H�V���R�I���I�U�H�V�K���Z�D�W�H�U��
�À�V�K���D�U�H���D�O�V�R���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���D�W���W�K�L�V���W�L�P�H��

�%�X�W���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���G�D�U�N�H�U���V�L�G�H���W�R���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�\�����(�[�F�H�V�V�L�Y�H���U�D�L�Q���P�D�N�H�V���W�K�H���U�L�Y�H�U�V���R�Y�H�U�Á�R�Z���W�K�H�L�U���E�D�Q�N�V����
�L�Q�X�Q�G�D�W�L�Q�J���O�R�Z���O�\�L�Q�J���D�U�H�D�V�����D�W���À�U�V�W���L�Q���Á�D�V�K���Á�R�R�G�V�����$�O�O���W�K�H���U�L�Y�H�U�V���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H�L�U���V�R�X�U�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���+�L�P�D�O�D�\�D�V���D�Q�G��
�D�W���À�Y�H���W�R���W�H�Q���\�H�D�U���L�Q�W�H�U�Y�D�O�V�����%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���I�D�F�H�V���D���G�H�O�X�J�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���H�Q�J�X�O�I�V���V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V���K�D�O�I���R�U���P�R�U�H���R�I���W�K�H��
area of the whole country. Hundreds of villages and townships remain under deep water for weeks. 
Dwelling, commodities and crops all go under water.

Despite the woes, sufferings and damage, the people of Bangladesh still welcome the rains each 
year as a benevolent friend and celebrate its arrival with happiness.

Bangladesh has been a melting pot of diverse races and peoples and has been a 
�F�R�Q�Á�X�H�Q�F�H���R�I���F�L�Y�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����7�K�H���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���P�R�V�D�L�F���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���D�Q���H�W�K�Q�L�F�D�O�O�\��
distinct tribal people of Mongoloid origin. Their customs, tradition and cultural 
practices are distinct not only from the mainstream plains people but also one 
community from the other. These communities have proudly guarded and preserved 
their heritage over the years. The rich and varied tribal cultures form a valued 
component of Bangladesh culture and the Government of Bangladesh attaches 
special priority to the preservation and promotion of their languages and cultural 
heritage. It has established three tribal cultural institutes at Rangamati, Birishiri and 
Dinajpur.

The tribal communities traditionally live in the highlands that relieve the 
monotonous stretch of the central plains towards the north, northeast and the 
southeastern fringes of the country. Their distribution in these areas is not even, 
�D�V���P�R�V�W���R�I�� �W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���D�U�H���L�Q���&�K�L�W�W�D�J�R�Q�J�� �+�L�O�O���7�U�D�F�W�V�����&�+�7�������7�K�H�\�� �D�U�H���X�Q�L�T�X�H��
�L�Q�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �Z�D�\�� �R�I�� �O�L�I�H���� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���� �F�X�V�W�R�P�V���� �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���� �U�L�W�H�V���� �D�Q�G�� �D�E�R�Y�H�� �D�O�O���� �W�K�H�L�U��
�H�W�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�Y�H�Q�H�V�V���� �0�R�U�H�� �W�K�D�Q�� �D�� �G�R�]�H�Q�� �W�U�L�E�H�V�� �O�L�Y�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �+�L�O�O���7�U�D�F�W�V���� �2�I��

�W�K�H�P�����W�K�H���E�H�W�W�H�U���N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�U�H���&�K�D�N�P�D�V�����0�D�U�P�D�V�����7�L�S�U�D�V�����0�X�U�D�Q�J�V�����0�U�X�V�����.�X�N�L�V�����/�X�V�K�D�L�V�����3�D�Q�N�K�R�V�����%�R�Q�R�J�L�V�����6�D�N�V�����5�D�N�K�D�L�Q�V���D�Q�G���7�D�Q�J�F�K�D�Q�J�\�D�V��
There are an estimated 12,00,000 tribal people in Bangladesh. In the Hill Tracts alone their number will be around 7,00,000. They 

continue to live in their traditional habitat away 
from the urban bustle, each with their own customs 
and traditions, art and crafts, belief, dress and 
�R�U�Q�D�P�H�Q�W�V���� �V�R�F�L�D�O�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �P�R�G�H�V���� �7�K�H��
�.�K�D�V�L�D�V�����3�D�Q�J�R�X�V���D�Q�G���0�D�Q�L�S�X�U�L�V���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H�L�U���K�R�P�H�V��
along the hilly frontiers of Sylhet at the foot of the 
�.�K�D�V�L�D���-�D�L�Q�W�L�D�� �K�L�O�O�V���� �7�K�H�� �*�D�U�R�V���� �+�D�M�R�Q�J�V���� �+�R�G�L�V����
Daluis, Mandais and Bunas live at Haluaghat, 
�6�U�H�H�E�R�U�G�L���� �.�D�O�P�D�N�D�Q�G�D���� �%�D�U�K�D�W�W�D���� �%�L�U�L�V�K�L�U�L�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H��
vicinity of the Garo hills in greater Mymensingh 
and in the Sal forests of the Modhupur highlands in 
the Tangail district. There are also a few scattered 
settlements of the Santals, Oraons, Hos, Munda, 
Palias and Rajbansis in Rangpur, Dinajpur, Bogra 
and Rajshahi.
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Tribal Areas and Development
The Chittagong Hill Tracts became a part of British India after the British 

�R�F�F�X�S�L�H�G�� �L�W�� �L�Q�� �������������$�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\���� �W�K�H�\�� �E�U�R�X�J�K�W�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�� �X�Q�G�H�U�� �W�K�H��
Province of Bengal. The Chittagong Hill Tracts Regulation of 1900 instituted 
�D���O�R�F�D�O���V�\�V�W�H�P���R�I�� �W�D�[�� �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����$�I�W�H�U���3�D�U�W�L�W�L�R�Q���L�Q�������������� �W�K�H���+�L�O�O���7�U�D�F�W�V���F�D�P�H��
under the jurisdiction of Pakistan. It was brought into the mainstream of 
Bangladesh life following independence in 1971 and entered into a period of 
remarkable changes and development. Representatives of the tribal people 
were elected to the local bodies including the newly created district councils 
as well as the national legislature. Cabinet ministers were also appointed from 
amongst them.

Since the tribal areas are relatively underdeveloped, special programmes 
have been undertaken to raise the standard of living of the tribal people. 
Hill Districts Local Governments in CHT have been vested with increased 
�D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���À�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���S�R�Z�H�U���U�H�O�D�W�L�Q�J���W�R���������V�X�E�M�H�F�W�V�����6�S�H�F�L�D�O���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���K�D�Y�H��
been made for development of the transport and communications system in the 

region. Schools, colleges and hostels 
have been built to promote education. 
Community centers, town halls and 
other facilities are being developed 
for promotion of social welfare. New 
stadiums and gymnasiums have been 
built for promotion of sports and 
culture. Heavy as well as small and 
cottage industries have been and are 
being set up in the region to improve 
the economic and social condition of 
the people. Special incentives have 
been provided for the establishment 
of medium and small-scale industries 
in the private sector. Hospitals and 
clinics have been established in the 
tribal areas. The increased economic 
activities have generated employment 
opportunities for the tribal people.

�$�� �V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H�� �0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\�� �I�R�U�� �&�+�7��
�$�I�I�D�L�U�V�� �K�D�V�� �D�O�V�R�� �E�H�H�Q�� �F�U�H�D�W�H�G�� �D�V��
the co-coordinating Ministry for 
implementation of Government 
policy to accelerate the development 
process in the region.

Tribal Society
Most tribes live on agriculture with tools that they make and fashion all by themselves. They engage in Jhoom cultivation (slash and 

burn) sowing an assortment of seeds of rice, vegetable, fruit etc., which are reaped at different times as they ripen. Fishing and hunting are 
other occupations; some tribes being exclusively hunters. On festive occasions, they wear colourful clothes and get together, sing and dance 
through the night.

The tribal people are mostly Buddhists and Christians by religion but their ethos is sustained and nourished by the customs and beliefs that 
have regulated their collective life for ages. Primitive spiritualism and animism still dominate the collective conscience of the tribal society 
�D�Q�G���P�R�X�O�G���W�K�H�L�U���H�Q�W�L�U�H���Z�R�U�O�G���Y�L�H�Z���D�Q�G���G�L�V�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���S�U�L�P�L�W�L�Y�H���Q�D�W�X�U�H���Z�R�U�V�K�L�S�S�H�U�V���L�V���T�X�L�W�H���O�D�U�J�H�����%�H���L�W���I�H�D�U���R�I���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���O�R�V�V���R�U��
disaster, fear of loss of crops or attack by the enemy,  fear of epidemics and death, fear of damnation and eternal torment in the hereafter, they 
always turn to their animistic deities for protection.

Traditions and customs include rites and rituals and festivities aimed at appeasing the gods and goddesses. Poojas have a great importance 
in the life of the tribals owing to the belief that favourably disposed divinity can bestow immense good in worldly life. In tribal society 
�U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q���L�V���L�Q�V�H�S�D�U�D�E�O�\���O�L�Q�N�H�G���Z�L�W�K���F�X�V�W�R�P�V���D�Q�G���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�H���U�L�W�H�V���D�Q�G���U�L�W�X�D�O�V���E�H�L�Q�J���D���S�X�U�L�I�\�L�Q�J���L�Q�Á�X�H�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W���E�U�L�Q�J�V���I�H�U�W�L�O�L�W�\�����S�U�R�V�S�H�U�L�W�\���D�Q�G��
spiritual bliss. Rites and rituals do not always concern the creator and the nature deities but are used as a means also to propitiate evil spirits. 
�7�K�H���W�U�L�E�D�O���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�D�Q�W���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���W�K�L�Q�J�V�� �W�R���K�D�S�S�H�Q���L�Q���D�� �F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���Z�D�\�� �D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���Z�L�O�O���� �V�L�P�S�O�H���D�Q�G���D�U�G�H�Q�W���D�V���L�W���L�V���� �L�Q�Á�X�H�Q�F�H�V�� �W�K�H�L�U���S�H�U�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G��
judgment.

Tribal Art and Culture
Tribal art is pervasive in the way of life of the tribes-representing their rites and rituals, temples and monasteries, singing and dancing, 

food and drink, clothes and ornaments and household utensils. The history of tribal art is very old, older in fact than language. The artistic 
�G�L�V�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���W�U�L�E�D�O���S�H�R�S�O�H���L�V���D�P�S�O�\���U�H�Á�H�F�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���W�R�R�O�V���D�Q�G���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V�����%�H�V�L�G�H�V���I�D�U�P�L�Q�J���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V�����G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F���W�R�R�O�V���O�L�N�H��
spade, axe, sickles for paddy and jute, rope for yoking the herd and butts of their axe and knife all reveal the touch of an artistic frame of 
mind, simple and unsophisticated perhaps, but full of the joy of life.

The occupation of the people is also a determining factor of art and the natural surrounding almost always lends a dimension to it. The 
Shandus, Pakkhos and Bonjugi tribes of the Hill Tracts live mainly by hunting. Hence hunting tools bear the stamp of their art. They decorate 
their houses with the horns, heads and skins of the hunted animals.

�0�R�V�W���W�U�L�E�D�O�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �R�I�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �Z�H�D�Y�H�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �R�Z�Q�� �F�O�R�W�K�����7�K�H�L�U�� �Z�H�D�Y�L�Q�J�� �L�V�� �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�V�H�G�� �E�\�� �H�[�T�X�L�V�L�W�H�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�\�� �D�U�H�� �Q�R�W�H�G���I�R�U�� �V�N�L�O�O�� �D�Q�G��
design. Most of the communities excel in making ornaments, mostly of silver and wood, which they wear on their ears and neck. Iron ringlets 
are also common.

Carving images of the deities is another aspect of tribal art. They also fashion masks of the deities, decorate the pooja altar with alpana 
or paste paint and imprint tattoos on their body. They enjoy an exotic cultural life, remarkable for its simplicity and vibrant spontaneity. The 
diversity of their belief has lent a wide variety in their cult of deity worship, religious celebrations, social rites and ceremonies. Tribal culture 
as a whole has evolved in different directions and providing rich diversity to our culture. The tribal communities and the Government of 
Bangladesh are working in concert for the development and preservation of this rich heritage.

Mijarul Quayes
Foreign Secretary of Bangladesh

BANGLADESH CULTURE
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Bangladesh is a land of beauty yet 
to be discovered in its entirety 

by tourists. The fascinating 
and exotic locations around the 
country, coupled with the warm 
hospitality of the people, makes 

Bangladesh a unique tourist 
destination.

BANGLADESH TOURISM
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�:�H�O�F�R�P�H���W�R���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K
�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���L�V���F�D�O�O�H�G���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G���R�I���U�L�Y�H�U�V���R�U���W�K�H���J�L�I�W���R�I���U�L�Y�H�U�V�����$�O�P�R�V�W�����������V�P�D�O�O���D�Q�G���E�L�J��

�U�L�Y�H�U�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���W�U�L�E�X�W�D�U�L�H�V���F�U�L�V�V�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����7�K�H���R�X�W�Á�R�Z���R�I���Z�D�W�H�U���I�U�R�P���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K��
�L�V���W�K�H���W�K�L�U�G���K�L�J�K�H�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�����Q�H�[�W���R�Q�O�\���W�R���W�K�R�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���$�P�D�]�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���&�R�Q�J�R���V�\�V�W�H�P��

Tourists are sure to enjoy the riverine beauty of Bangladesh: the various types of 
boats plying smoothly to the rhythm of waves; and the sky and the river meeting in 
a spectacular sunset. Relaxing on the riverbank they can easily forget the bustle and 
anxieties of city life for a while.
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Teknaf
�7�H�N�Q�D�I���L�V���W�K�H���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q�P�R�V�W���X�S�D�]�L�O�D���R�I���&�R�[�·�V��

�%�D�]�D�U�� �G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�� �D�V�� �Z�H�O�O�� �D�V�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���� �2�Q�H�� �R�I��
the major attractions of Teknaf is a cruise by 
boat or sampan. The town and its surrounding 
areas provide visitors an opportunity to see the 
�S�H�R�S�O�H���D�Q�G���F�X�O�W�X�U�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H���$�U�D�N�D�Q���D�Q�G���5�D�N�K�D�L�Q��
communities. Teknaf beach is an attractive 
tourist spot. Besides, there is another beautiful 
�E�H�D�F�K���D�W���W�K�H���I�D�U�W�K�H�V�W���H�Q�G���R�I���W�K�L�V���X�S�D�]�L�O�D��

St. Martin’s Island
This is a beautiful coral island under Teknaf 

�X�S�D�]�L�O�D���� �7�K�H�� �L�V�O�D�Q�G�� �L�V�� �D�O�V�R�� �F�D�O�O�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �´�7�K�H��
beauty spot of the Bay”, which is a tropical 
treasure with beaches fringed with coconut 
palms, seashells and bountiful marine life. 
Visitors can see live corals and the beauty of 
the moonlit night here.

Kuakata
It is a rare beauty spot at the southernmost 

tip of Patuakhali district. It has a wide sandy 
�E�H�D�F�K���Z�K�L�F�K���D�I�I�R�U�G�V���R�Q�H���W�K�H���X�Q�L�T�X�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\��
of watching both the sunrise and the sunset. 

�.�X�D�N�D�W�D���L�V���D���S�O�D�F�H���R�I���S�L�O�J�U�L�P�D�J�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���+�L�Q�G�X���D�Q�G���%�X�G�G�K�L�V�W���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�����0�D�Q�\���G�H�Y�R�W�H�H�V���D�U�U�L�Y�H���K�H�U�H���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O���R�I���5�X�V�K���3�X�U�Q�L�P�D��
and Maghi Purnima.

Srimongal
Srimongal is famous for having the largest tea gardens in the world, and is known as the tea capital of Bangladesh. Covered by the lush 

green carpet of tea plants, it is called “the land of two leaves and a bud”. Tourists can have a look at the terraced tea garden, and pineapple, 
�U�X�E�E�H�U���D�Q�G���O�H�P�R�Q���S�O�D�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����$���Y�L�V�L�W���W�R���D���W�H�D���S�O�D�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���6�U�L�P�R�Q�J�D�O���L�V���D���P�H�P�R�U�D�E�O�H���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H��

Madhabkunda
�0�D�G�K�D�E�N�X�Q�G�D���L�V���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�H�G���E�\���O�X�V�K���W�H�D���H�V�W�D�W�H�V���D�Q�G���L�V���I�X�O�O���R�I���Z�D�W�H�U���O�L�O�L�H�V�����(�Y�H�U�\���\�H�D�U���W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G�V���R�I���W�R�X�U�L�V�W�V���D�U�H���G�U�D�Z�Q���W�R���0�D�G�K�D�E�N�X�Q�G�D���I�R�U��

�L�W�V���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���E�H�D�X�W�\�����H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���L�Q���Z�L�Q�W�H�U�����1�R�Y�����)�H�E���������$���O�R�W���R�I���U�X�E�E�H�U���	���O�H�P�R�Q���S�O�D�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���F�D�Q���E�H���V�H�H�Q���H�Y�H�U�\�Z�K�H�U�H���W�R���I�R�U�P���D���E�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H��

The Picturesque Hills
�7�K�H�� �F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O�� �F�D�S�L�W�D�O�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�U�J�H�V�W���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �V�H�D�S�R�U�W���R�I�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���� �D�Q�G�� �G�H�F�O�D�U�H�G�� �D�� �K�H�D�O�W�K�\�� �F�L�W�\�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �8�1�(�6�&�2���� �&�K�L�W�W�D�J�R�Q�J��

combines the hum of a restless seaport with the placidity of a charming hill-town. The hill districts under Chittagong division are a paradise 
for lovers of nature, with many places of breathtaking beauty, far from the congested, polluted cities. The three hill districts are Rangamati, 
�.�K�D�J�U�D�F�K�K�D�U�L���D�Q�G���%�D�Q�G�D�U�E�D�Q��

Notable Tourist Attractions
Cox’s Bazar
�&�R�[�·�V���%�D�]�D�U���L�V���W�K�H���W�R�X�U�L�V�W���F�D�S�L�W�D�O���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�����&�R�[�·�V���%�D�]�D�U���E�H�D�F�K��

is said to have the world’s longest unbroken clean sandy beach. The 
120km length of the beach always attracts tourists from all over the 
world because of its smooth and soft carpeting of silvery sand sloping 
�J�H�Q�W�O�\���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���F�O�H�D�Q���E�O�X�H���Z�D�W�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���%�D�\���R�I���%�H�Q�J�D�O�����&�R�[�·�V���%�D�]�D�U���L�V��
�I�D�P�H�G���I�R�U���L�W�V���F�D�O�P���D�Q�G���T�X�L�H�W�����V�K�D�U�N���I�U�H�H���E�H�D�F�K���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���J�U�H�H�Q���W�U�H�H�V���D�Q�G��
pretty hills on one side and the blue waves on the other. The beauty 
of the setting sun behind the waves of the sea is really breathtaking. 
�%�H�V�L�G�H�V���W�K�H���U�H�V�S�O�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���E�H�D�F�K���� �&�R�[�·�V���%�D�]�D�U���R�I�I�H�U�V���V�X�F�K���D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���D�V��
ornamented temples and pagodas, a Burmese market and a view of 
indigenous communities and their culture. right.

Moheshkhali
Moheshkhali is an island off the 

�F�R�D�V�W�� �R�I�� �&�R�[�·�V�� �%�D�]�D�U���� �D�Q�G�� �L�V�� �I�D�P�R�X�V��
for its Buddhist Temple or Pagoda. 
Through the centre of the island and 
along the eastern coastline rises a range 
of low hills. In the coastal hills lies the 
�R�O�G���W�H�P�S�O�H���R�I���$�G�L�Q�D�W�K�����Z�K�L�F�K���E�H�F�R�P�H�V��
a place of pilgrimage during the month 
of Falgun (March). The western and 
northern coasts of the island form 
a low-lying tract that is fringed by 
mangrove forests.

Sonadia
�6�R�Q�D�G�L�D�� �L�V�� �D�� �F�U�H�V�F�H�Q�W���V�K�D�S�H�G���L�V�O�D�Q�G���R�I�I�� �W�K�H�� �&�R�[�·�V�� �%�D�]�D�U�� �F�R�D�V�W���� �,�W�V��

�Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q���F�R�D�V�W���L�V�� �V�D�Q�G�\�� �D�Q�G���L�V�� �U�L�F�K�� �L�Q�� �G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���N�L�Q�G�V�� �R�I�� �V�K�H�O�O�V�����$�W���W�K�H��
northern part, there are beds of windowpane oysters. During winter, 
�W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G�V���R�I���À�V�K�H�U�P�H�Q���V�H�W���X�S���W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\���F�D�P�S�V���R�Q���W�K�H���L�V�O�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���G�U�\��
�V�H�D���À�V�K�H�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H�\���F�D�W�F�K�I�U�R�P���W�K�H���V�H�D�����7�K�H���L�V�O�D�Q�G���L�V���D�O�V�R���N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�V���D��
paradise for migratory birds like ducks, sea-gulls, fowls and geese etc.

Himchhari
�,�W�� �L�V�� �O�R�F�D�W�H�G�� �����N�P�� �V�R�X�W�K�� �R�I�� �&�R�[�·�V�� �%�D�]�D�U���� �D�O�R�Q�J�� �W�K�H���E�H�D�F�K���� �7�K�H��

�E�U�R�N�H�Q�� �K�L�O�O�V�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�D�W�H�U�I�D�O�O�V�� �K�H�U�H�� �D�U�H�� �X�Q�L�T�X�H�����7�K�H�U�H���L�V�� �D�� �K�L�O�O�W�R�S�� �U�H�V�R�U�W��
from where the shore of the Bay of Bengal looks enchanting. 
�7�K�H�� �V�F�H�Q�L�F�� �E�H�D�X�W�\�� �R�Q�H�� �F�D�Q�� �V�H�H�� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �G�U�L�Y�L�Q�J�� �I�U�R�P�� �&�R�[�·�V�� �%�D�]�D�U�� �W�R��
�+�L�P�F�K�K�D�U�L�� �L�V�� �T�X�L�W�H�� �H�[�W�U�D�R�U�G�L�Q�D�U�\���� �Z�L�W�K�� �O�R�Y�H�O�\�� �J�U�H�H�Q�� �K�L�O�O�V�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �O�H�I�W��
and the blue waves just on the right.
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Khagrachhari
Situated on the left bank of the Chengi River, the 

�G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�� �R�I�� �.�K�D�J�U�D�F�K�K�D�U�L�� �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�V�� �W�K�H�� �Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���� �Z�L�O�G����
�E�H�D�X�W�\�� �R�I�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���� �$�Z�D�\�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�]�H�G��
monotony of modern life, a holiday here can be 
�P�H�P�R�U�D�E�O�\�� �U�H�V�W�I�X�O���� �,�Q�� �.�K�D�J�U�D�F�K�K�D�U�L���� �W�K�H�� �%�L�M�X�� �I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O��
�L�V�� �F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�U�L�E�D�O�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �H�Y�H�U�\�� �\�H�D�U�� �L�Q���$�S�U�L�O���D�Q�G��
consists of sports, dances, songs and cultural functions.

Rangamati
�,�W�� �L�V�� �D�U�J�X�D�E�O�\�� �R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �P�R�V�W�� �S�L�F�W�X�U�H�V�T�X�H�� �W�R�X�U�L�V�W���G�H�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �L�Q��

Bangladesh, ringed by numerous hills and situated right on the sparkling 
�Z�D�W�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �.�D�S�W�D�L�� �/�D�N�H���� �$�� �F�U�X�L�V�H�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�N�H�� �F�D�Q�� �E�H���D�� �P�H�P�R�U�D�E�O�H��
experience. There’s an enchanting island resort located in the middle of the 
�.�D�S�W�D�L���/�D�N�H�����Z�L�W�K���D���F�O�H�D�Q���U�H�V�W�D�X�U�D�Q�W���R�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J���G�H�O�L�F�L�R�X�V���W�U�L�E�D�O���V�W�\�O�H���G�L�V�K�H�V����
�7�K�H���&�K�D�N�P�D���.�L�Q�J�·�V���3�D�O�D�F�H���L�V���Z�R�U�W�K���Y�L�V�L�W�L�Q�J�����7�K�H���7�U�L�E�D�O���0�X�V�H�X�P���G�L�V�S�O�D�\�V��
valuable objects and articles depicting the socioeconomic, cultural and 
historical traditions crafts and handloom textiles are attractive items to 
�E�X�\���� �7�R�X�U�L�V�W�V�� �P�D�\�� �D�O�V�R�� �J�R�� �V�K�R�S�S�L�Q�J�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �.�D�O�S�D�W�D�U�X�� �6�K�L�O�S�D�Q�L�N�H�W�D�Q���� �D�Q��
ivory handicrafts centre in the town.

Bandarban
The unspoilt setting of this little township, rich in tribal heritage, 

attracts a large number of tourists. Tourists can have good access to a wide 
variety of activities like hill trekking, bird watching, visiting waterfalls, 
and a chance of interacting with the indigenous locals and appreciating 
�W�K�H�L�U�� �H�W�K�Q�L�F�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�H���� �%�D�J�D�N�D�L�Q�� �/�D�N�H�� �K�D�V�� �D�P�D�]�L�Q�J�� �V�F�H�Q�L�F�� �E�H�D�X�W�\���� �Z�K�R�V�H��
main source is natural springs. Buddha dhatu jadi is an attractive temple 
located on a hill at Balaghata, 2km from Bandarban town. Its golden color 
and eye-catching architecture make it a feast for the eyes.

The Sundarbans
The Sundarbans is the world's largest mangrove forests. It stresses 

coastal areas of India and Bangladesh. In Bangladesh, it covers an area 
of 5,77,000 ha of which 4.01,600 ha is land and remaining 1,75,400 ha 
are under the water in the forms of rivers, canals, creeks and estuaries. It 
�L�V���E�R�X�Q�G�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�R�U�W�K���E�\���%�D�J�H�U�K�D�W�����.�K�X�O�Q�D���D�Q�G���6�D�W�N�K�L�U�D���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�V�����L�Q���W�K�H��
�V�R�X�W�K���%�D�\���R�I���%�H�Q�J�D�O�����L�Q���W�K�H���Z�H�V�W���E�\���5�D�\�P�R�Q�J�D�O���	���+�R�U�L�D�E�D�Q�J�D���5�L�Y�H�U�V���D�Q�G��
in the east by Baleshswar/Haringhata river of Pirojpur and Barisal district. 

It is the natural habitat of world famous Royal Bengal Tigers, Spotted 
�'�H�H�U�V���� �&�U�R�F�R�G�L�O�H�V���� �5�K�H�V�X�V���� �/�L�]�D�U�G�V���� �:�L�O�G�� �E�R�D�U���� �-�X�Q�J�O�H�� �)�R�Z�O���� �0�R�Q�N�H�\��
and others, more than 49 species of mammals, 53 species of reptiles, 315 
�V�S�H�F�L�H�V���R�I���E�L�U�G�V���D�Q�G�����������V�S�H�F�L�H�V���R�I���À�V�K�H�V��

There are about 334 spices of trees, Sundri (Heritiera fomes) and Gewa 
���� �(�[�F�R�H�F�D���U�L�D�D�J�D�O�O�R�F�K�D���� �D�U�H���W�K�H���W�Z�R���P�R�V�W�H�[�� �W�H�Q���V�L�� �Y�H�O�\�� �R�F�F�X�U�U�L�Q�J�� �W�U�H�H�V���L�Q��
the forest. The name Sundarbans means beautiful forest . O n e opinion is 
�W�K�D�W���L�W���L�V���Q�D�P�H�G���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�D�O���W�U�H�H���V�X�Q�G�U�\�����+�H�U�L�W�L�H�U�D���I�R�P�H�V�������$�Q�R�W�K�H�U��
opinion is that its name is originated from “Samunder Ban” meaning sea 
forests. The Sundarbans play an important role in the economy of the 
southwestern region of Bangladesh by providing raw materials of wood 
based industries, fuelwood, pulpwood. Besides there are non-wood forest 
products like honey, bees-wax, fish, thatching material, crustaceans and 

mollusks resources.
The Sundarbans was formed in the 10th century. So far 

literature is available, the local rulers during the Mughal 
period started leasing the forest of the Sundarbans. The 
�V�X�U�Y�H�\���Z�D�V���G�R�Q�H���D�V���H�D�U�O�\���D�V�������������E�\���W�K�H���(�D�V�W���,�Q�G�L�D���&�R�P�S�D�Q�\��
after the proprietary rights were obtained from the Mughal 
�(�P�S�H�U�R�U�����$�O�D�P�J�L�U���,�,���� �6�\�V�W�H�P�D�W�L�F���P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���Z�D�V���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G��
in1860s after the establishment of the Forest Department in the 
province of Bengal, in India.

It was declared as reserved forest in 1875-76 under the 
�)�R�U�H�V�W���$�F�W���� �7�K�H�� �Z�D�W�H�U�� �D�U�H�D�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �6�X�Q�G�D�U�E�D�Q�V�� �F�R�P�S�U�L�V�H�� �W�K�H��
freshwater that originating from the Ganges and saline water 
from the Bay of Bengal. For its extraordinarily diverse wildlife 
�W�K�H�� �:�R�U�O�G�� �+�H�U�L�W�D�J�H�� �&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�� �R�I�� �8�1�(�6�&�2�� �L�Q�V�F�U�L�E�H�G�� �W�K�H��
�6�X�Q�G�D�U�E�D�Q�V�� �R�I�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �D�V�� �W�K�H���:�R�U�O�G�� �+�H�U�L�W�D�J�H�� �L�Q�� �L�W�V�� �����V�W��
�V�H�V�V�L�R�Q���L�Q���������������$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J�O�\�� �W�K�H���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���R�I�� �W�K�H���3�H�R�S�O�H�·�V��
�5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F�� �R�I�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �G�H�F�O�D�U�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �6�X�Q�G�D�U�E�D�Q�V�� �D�V�� �:�R�U�O�G��
Heritage site in 1997.

Flora
Prain (1903) recorded a total of 245 genera and 334 plant 

species. Since then there have been considerable changes in 
the status of various mangrove species and taxonomic revision 
�R�I���W�K�H���P�D�Q�J�U�R�Y�H���Á�R�U�D�����.�K�D�W�X�Q���D�Q�G���$�O�D�P��������������

Historically three principal vegetation types have been 
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�U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �6�X�Q�G�D�U�E�D�Q�V�� �D�U�H�D�V���� �7�K�H�V�H�� �D�U�H�� �6�X�Q�G�D�U�E�D�Q�V�� �H�D�V�W����
Sundarbans west and Sundarbans south. The Sundarbans east is 
�G�R�P�L�Q�D�W�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �*�H�Z�D�� ���(�[�F�R�H�D�U�L�D�� �D�J�D�O�O�R�F�K�D���� �D�Q�G�� �3�D�V�V�X�U�� ���;�\�O�R�F�D�U�S�X�V��
mekongensis). Nypa palm (Nypa fruticans) is wide spread along 
�G�U�D�L�Q�D�J�H�� �O�L�Q�H�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �D�U�H�D���� �6�L�Q�J�U�D�� ���&�\�Q�R�P�H�W�U�D�� �U�D�P�L�I�O�R�U�D���� �D�Q�G���$�P�X�U��
���$�P�R�R�U�D�� �F�X�F�X�O�O�D�W�D���� �S�O�D�Q�W�V�� �D�U�H�� �D�O�V�R�� �D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H�����7�K�H�� �6�X�Q�G�D�U�E�D�Q�V�� �Z�H�V�W�� �L�V��
�F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�H�G���E�\���G�H�Q�V�H���V�W�D�Q�G�V���R�I���*�R�U�D�Q�����V�S�D�U�V�H���*�H�Z�D���D�Q�G���G�L�V�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�R�X�V��
patches of Hantal palm (Phoenix paludosa). The Sundarbans south 
where there is a relatively moderate salinity is dominated by Gewa 
species. It is often mixed with Sundri. There are Goran and Passur 
tress also. In general Sundri and Gewa are dominant in the Sundarbans 
and discontinuous distribution of Dhundul (Xylocarpus granatum) and 
�.�D�Q�J�U�D�����$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���H�[�S�R�U�W�V���.�H�R�U�D���L�V���D�Q���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�R�U���V�S�H�F�L�H�V���I�R�U���Q�H�Z�O�\��
accreted, mudbanks and is an important species for wildlife, especially 

spotted deer.

Fauna
The Sundarbans is very rich in wildlife. There has been a decline in 

�L�W�V���Q�X�P�E�H�U�����$���W�R�W�D�O���R�I�����������V�S�H�F�L�H�V���R�I���Z�L�O�G�O�L�I�H���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���I�R�X�Q�G���W�R���R�F�F�X�U���L�Q��
the Sundarbans. Of these, 49 species are mammals, 315 are birds, 53 are 
reptiles and there are 8 amphibians.

Rivers and Canals in Sundarbans
�7�K�H�U�H�� �D�U�H�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �������� �U�L�Y�H�U�V�� �	�� �F�D�Q�D�O�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �6�X�Q�G�D�U�E�D�Q�V�� �L�Q�� �F�O�X�G�L�Q�J��

�W�K�H�� �%�D�O�H�V�K�D�U�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �H�D�V�W�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �5�D�\�P�R�Q�J�D�O�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �Z�H�V�W�����$�O�O�� �W�K�H�� �E�L�J��
rivers flow from the north to south. The Pasur is the largest river. 

Important rivers that covers about 30% areas of the Sundarbans 
include Pasur, Baleshar, Raymongal, Shibsha, Chunar, 
�'�R�E�H�N�L�����$�U�S�D�Q�J�D�V�K�L�D�����$�U�X�D���� �%�R�O���� �%�K�R�O�D���� �%�K�D�Q�J�U�D���� �&�K�D�N�Q�L����
Suterkhali, Honsharaj, Seta, Bhadra, Churkuri, Harinbanga, 
�.�R�L�U�D���� �.�X�Q�J�D���� �'�X�G�P�X�Q�F�K�L���� �)�L�U�L�Q�J�L�����$�Q�G�H�U�P�D�Q�L�N���� �0�R�U�M�D�G����
Meghura, Dinghiman, etc. The Pasur is the deepest and wide. 
�$�W�� �+�L�U�R�Q�S�R�L�Q�W�� �L�W�V�� �Z�L�G�W�K�� �L�V�� �D�E�R�X�W�� ������ �N�P���� �7�K�H�� �%�D�O�H�V�K�D�U�� �D�Q�G��
Shibsha rivers are also big having widthof about 8 and 6 km 
respectively.

Mainamati
It is called the Seat of Lost Dynasties, which lies a range of 

low hills. On the slopes of these hills lie scattered a treasure 
�R�I�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �H�D�U�O�\�� �%�X�G�G�K�L�V�W�� �F�L�Y�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �����W�K�������W�K��
�&�H�Q�W�X�U�\���$���'���������7�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���K�L�O�O�R�F�N�V���U�X�Q�V���I�R�U���D�E�R�X�W�������N�P��
�D�Q�G���L�V�� �V�W�X�G�G�H�G���Z�L�W�K���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q�������� �V�L�W�H�V�����$�� �V�L�W�H���P�X�V�H�X�P���K�R�X�V�H�V��
�W�K�H�� �D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �I�L�Q�G�V�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�� �W�H�U�U�D�� �F�R�W�W�D���S�O�D�T�X�H�V����

�E�U�R�Q�]�H�� �V�W�D�W�X�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �F�D�V�N�H�W�V���� �F�R�L�Q�V���� �M�H�Z�H�O�O�H�U�\���� �X�W�H�Q�V�L�O�V���� �S�R�W�W�H�U�\�� �D�Q�G��
votive stupas embossed with Buddhist

Mahasthangarh
It is considered as the oldest archaeological site of the country. 

The spectacular site has a long fortified enclosure, beyond which, 
other ancient ruins fan out within a semicircle of about 8km radius. 
�6�H�Y�H�U�D�O���L�V�R�O�D�W�H�G���P�R�X�Q�G�V���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���I�R�U�W�L�À�H�G���F�L�W�\�����(�Y�H�U�\���\�H�D�U�����P�L�G��
�$�S�U�L�O���� �D�Q�G�� �R�Q�F�H�� �H�Y�H�U�\�� ������ �\�H�D�U�V�� ���L�Q�� �'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U���� �W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G�V�� �R�I�� �+�L�Q�G�X��
�G�H�Y�R�W�H�H�V���M�R�L�Q���W�K�H���E�D�W�K�L�Q�J���F�H�U�H�P�R�Q�\���R�Q���W�K�H���E�D�Q�N���R�I���W�K�H���.�D�U�D�W�R�D���U�L�Y�H�U����

�$�� �Y�L�V�L�W�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �0�D�K�D�V�W�K�D�Q�J�D�U�K��
�V�L�W�H�� �P�X�V�H�X�P�� �Z�L�O�O�� �D�F�T�X�D�L�Q�W��
tourists with wide variety 
�R�I�� �D�Q�W�L�T�X�L�W�L�H�V���� �U�D�Q�J�L�Q�J�� �I�U�R�P��
terracotta objects to gold 
ornaments and coins recovered 
from the site.

Paharpur
It is treated as the Largest 

Buddhist Seat of Learning of 
�6�R�X�W�K���$�V�L�D���� �Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H���U�H�P�D�L�Q�V��
of the most important and the 
largest known monastery south 
of the Himalayas has been 
excavated. This 7th century 
�$�'�� �D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �À�Q�G�� �F�R�Y�H�U�V��
an area of 11 hectare. The 
entire establishment measures 
more than 300 metres with an 
elaborate gateway complex 
on the north, and with a total 
�Q�X�P�E�H�U�� �R�I�� �������� �U�R�R�P�V�����$�� �V�L�W�H��
museum built recently houses 
a representative collection of 

objects recovered from the area.

�6�K�D�W���*�X�P�E�D�G���0�R�V�T�X�H�����6�L�[�W�\���G�R�P�H�G���P�R�V�T�X�H��
The Shat Gumbad is the most magnificent and largest brick 

�P�R�V�T�X�H�� �L�Q�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���� �)�R�U�� �R�X�W�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�D�O�� �Y�D�O�X�H���� �W�K�H��
�Z�R�U�O�G�� �+�H�U�L�W�D�J�H�� �&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�� �R�I�� �8�1�(�6�&�2�� �L�Q�V�F�U�L�E�H�G�� �%�D�J�H�U�K�D�W�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H��

�:�R�U�O�G���+�H�U�L�W�D�J�H���O�L�V�W���D�Q�G���L�W���J�R�W���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�X�V���R�I���W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���:�R�U�O�G���+�H�U�L�W�D�J�H��
site in Bangladesh after Paharpur. The earliest torchbearer of Islam 
�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �V�R�X�W�K���� �.�K�D�Q�� �-�D�K�D�Q���$�O�L�� �F�D�P�H�� �W�R�� �V�H�W�W�O�H�� �D�� �0�X�V�O�L�P�� �F�R�O�R�Q�\�� �L�Q��
�W�K�L�V�� �V�Z�D�P�S�O�D�Q�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �H�D�U�O�\�� �����W�K�� �F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���$�'���� �+�H�� �F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�H�� �D�E�R�X�W��
�������� �P�R�V�T�X�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �D�V�� �P�D�Q�\�� �I�U�H�V�K�Z�D�W�H�U�� �W�D�Q�N�V���� �D�V�� �Z�H�O�O�� �D�V�� �S�D�O�D�F�H�V����
�P�D�X�V�R�O�H�X�P�V�� �D�Q�G�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �S�X�E�O�L�F�� �E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V���� �6�K�D�W�� �*�X�P�E�D�G���0�S�V�T�X�H�� �L�V��
roofed over with 77 small domes supported by a forest of slender 
columns covering a large prayer hall and giving it the appearance of 
a medieval church crypt.

Other Interesting Sites
Lalbagh Fort
Lalbagh Fort, an incomplete Mughal palace fortress in Dhaka 

stood on the banks of the river Buriganga in the southwestern part 
of the old city. The construction of the fort was commenced in 1678 
�$�'�� �E�\�� �3�U�L�Q�F�H�� �0�X�K�D�P�P�D�G���$�]�D�P�����7�K�H�� �I�R�U�W�� �Z�D�V�� �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G�� �W�R�� �E�H�� �D��
�F�R�P�E�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I�� �W�K�U�H�H���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V�����W�K�H���P�R�V�R�T�X�H���� �W�K�H���W�R�P�E���R�I�� �%�L�E�L���3�D�U�L��
�D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �'�L�Z�D�Q���L���$�D�P������ �W�Z�R�� �J�D�W�H�Z�D�\�V�� �D�Q�G�� �D�� �S�R�U���W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �S�D�U�W�O�\��
�G�D�P�D�J�H�G���I�R�U�W�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�O�O�����$���Z�D�W�H�U���F�K�D�Q�Q�H�O���Z�L�W�K���I�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���D�W���U�H�J�X�O�D�U��
intervals connects the three buildings from east to west and two 
similar channels run from south to north.

National Parliament
It is one of the most majestic public buildings of Bangladesh. 

The National Parliament complex is an architectural masterpiece 
�I�R�U���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q���F�D�Q���E�H���V�D�L�G���W�R���E�H���M�X�V�W�L�À�D�E�O�\���S�U�R�X�G�����7�K�H���P�D�V�V���R�I��
concrete lined with marble strips, the outer wall punctuated by pure 
geometrical openings and the dominating circular and rectangular 
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�F�R�Q�F�U�H�W�H���P�D�V�V�H�V���L�P�S�D�U�W���D���V�X�S�U�H�P�H���P�R�Q�X�P�H�Q�W�D�O�L�W�\���W�R���W�K�H���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���T�X�L�W�H���V�X�L�W�H�G���W�R���L�W�V���Q�R�E�O�H���I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�����$�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�D�O�O�\����
the complex marks a distinct departure from the rest of the modern buildings in Dhaka.

Ahsan Manzil
It was the residential palace and the kachari of the nawabs of Dhaka, which has recently been turned into a 

�P�X�V�H�X�P�����$�K�V�D�Q�� �0�D�Q�]�L�O�� �L�V�� �R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W���D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�D�O�� �P�R�Q�X�P�H�Q�W�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����7�K�H�� �W�Z�R���V�W�R�U�L�H�G�� �S�D�O�D�F�H��
measures 125.4m by28.75m. The bauisters were ornamented with vine leaves made of iron along the railing of the 
stairs. The wooden ceiling of the room, decorated with geometric designs, is very elegant.

�/�L�E�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���:�D�U���0�X�V�H�X�P
The museum was established to maintain records of the historic events of the liberation struggle in an objective 

and authentic way. The museum in collaboration with eight other similar museums of the world formed an 
International Coalition of Historic Site Museums of Conscience. The number of collectibles housed in the museum 
exceeds 10,000.

Star Mosque
�6�W�D�U�� �0�R�V�T�X�H���� �D�� �����W�K�� �F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�� �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W���� �L�V�� �D�� �Y�H�U�\�� �E�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O�� �P�R�V�T�X�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �F�L�W�\���� �,�Q�� �I�D�X�O�W�O�H�V�V�� �0�X�J�K�D�O�� �V�W�\�O�H��

�D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�H���� �L�W���L�V�� �D�� �À�Y�H���G�R�P�H�� �P�R�V�T�X�H�� �Z�L�W�K�� �K�X�Q�G�U�H�G�V�� �R�I�� �E�L�J�� �D�Q�G���V�P�D�O�O���W�Z�L�Q�N�O�L�Q�J�� �V�W�D�U�V�� �D�V�� �V�X�U�I�D�F�H�� �G�H�F�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����7�K�H��
�L�Q�V�L�G�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�R�V�T�X�H���L�V���H�Y�H�Q���P�R�U�H���E�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H���R�X�W�V�L�G�H�����Z�L�W�K���D���O�R�Y�H�O�\���P�R�V�D�L�F���Á�R�R�U���D�Q�G���H�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�W���W�L�O�H�V���Z�L�W�K���P�D�Q�\��
�Á�R�U�D�O���S�D�W�W�H�U�Q�V���V�H�W���R�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�O�O�����D�O�O���L�Q���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���K�D�U�P�R�Q�\��

The Shrine of Hazrat Shah Jalal and Hazrat Shah Paran
�(�Y�H�Q�� �W�R�G�D�\���� �P�R�U�H�� �W�K�D�Q�� �V�L�[�� �K�X�Q�G�U�H�G�� �\�H�D�U�V�� �D�I�W�H�U�� �+�D�]�U�D�W�� �6�K�D�K�� �-�D�O�D�O�·�V�� �G�H�D�W�K���� �L�Q�Q�X�P�H�U�D�E�O�H��

�G�H�Y�R�W�H�H�V���R�I���H�Y�H�U�\���F�D�V�W�H���D�Q�G���F�U�H�H�G���P�D�N�H���W�K�H���M�R�X�U�Q�H�\���I�U�R�P���I�D�U���D�Z�D�\���W�R���Y�L�V�L�W���W�K�H���V�K�U�L�Q�H�����+�D�]�U�D�W��
�6�K�D�K���-�D�O�D�O���L�V���F�U�H�G�L�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���K�H�O�S���H�[�W�H�Q�G�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���0�X�V�O�L�P���D�U�P�\�����Z�K�L�F�K���F�R�Q�T�X�H�U�H�G���6�\�O�K�H�W���L�Q��
�����������$���'�����7�R�X�U�L�V�W�V���� �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\�� �0�X�V�O�L�P���G�H�Y�R�W�H�H�V���� �D�O�V�R���Y�L�V�L�W���W�K�H���V�K�U�L�Q�H���R�I�� �+�D�]�U�D�W���6�K�D�K���3�D�U�D�Q��
�Z�K�L�O�H���Y�L�V�L�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���6�K�U�L�Q�H���R�I���+�D�]�D�U�W���6�K�D�K���-�D�O�D�O��

The Shrine of Sultan Bayazid Bostami
�7�K�L�V���V�K�U�L�Q�H���D�W�W�U�D�F�W�V���D���O�D�U�J�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�V���D�Q�G���S�L�O�J�U�L�P�V�����$�W���L�W�V���E�D�V�H���L�V���D���O�D�U�J�H���W�D�Q�N���Z�L�W�K��

several hundred tortoises. Tradition has it that these creatures are the descendants of evil spirits 
who were cast into this shape because they incurred the wrath of great saint who visit the place 
about 1100 years ago.

Shrine of Shah Amanat
�7�K�H�� �V�K�U�L�Q�H�� �R�I�� �6�K�D�K���$�P�D�Q�D�W�� �L�V�� �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�� �S�O�D�F�H�� �R�I��

�U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V�� �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���� �(�Y�H�U�\�G�D�\�� �W�K�H�� �V�K�U�L�Q�H�� �L�V�� �Y�L�V�L�W�H�G���E�\��
hundreds of people who pay homage to the memory of 
�W�K�H���V�D�L�Q�W���Z�K�R���O�L�Y�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H�������W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���$�'��

Baitul Mukarram Mosque
�,�W�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �0�R�V�T�X�H�� �R�I�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���� �,�W�V��

construction began in 1960, and has been going on in 
phases.The plan included shops, offices, libraries and 
parking areas within the complex. The main building 
is eight storied and 33 meters high from the ground 
�O�H�Y�H�O���� �(�[�F�H�V�V�L�Y�H�� �R�U�Q�D�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�V�� �D�Y�R�L�G�H�G�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W��
�W�K�H���P�R�V�T�X�H���� �V�L�Q�F�H���P�L�Q�L�P�L�]�L�Q�J���R�U�Q�D�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���W�\�S�L�F�D�O��

of modern architecture. It has found its place in the hearts of the Muslims because of the 
�U�H�V�H�P�E�O�D�Q�F�H���R�I���L�W�V���I�R�U�P���W�R���W�K�H���I�D�P�R�X�V���.�D�D�E�D���D�W���0�H�F�F�D��
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Traveling through Bangladesh:Meeting history, 
culture and nature

�:�L�W�K�� �L�P�S�H�F�F�D�E�O�H�� �Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�� �E�H�D�X�W�\���� �W�K�R�X�J�K�W���S�U�R�Y�R�N�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���U�H�O�L�F�V��
and indomitable hospitality of the people, Bangladesh has blessed 
�S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�V���W�R���E�H���D�Q���D�P�D�]�L�Q�J���W�R�X�U�L�V�W���G�H�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����6�L�W�X�D�W�H�G���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���,�Q�G�L�D��
and Myanmar with the entire south edged by the Bay of Bengal, this 
�V�R�X�W�K���$�V�L�D�Q�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�� �L�V�� �F�U�L�V�V�F�U�R�V�V�H�G�� �E�\�� �K�X�Q�G�U�H�G�V�� �R�I���U�L�Y�H�U�V�� �P�D�N�L�Q�J��
it an interesting delta. Sprawling green hills and valleys along with 
mangrove forests and long stretch of sandy sea beaches also add value 
to the spectacular natural beauty of this land. No wonder, this land 
attracted priests, traders and wanderers from different parts of the 
world since ancient period.

Bangladesh is a land of diversity. Its vast population or' 140 million 
include Muslims, Hindus, Christians and Buddhists who live in 
absolute communal harmony. The widely varied religious stock has 
an impact on the cultural diversity making it colorful, interesting and 
lively. There are over seven hundred spots of tourist interest in the 
country. These include nature driven ones like sea beach, green valleys, 

�I�R�U�H�V�W�V�����D�U�F�K�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���V�L�W�H�V�����L�F�R�Q�L�F���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V���S�O�D�F�H�V�����F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���P�D�Q���P�D�G�H���Z�R�Q�G�H�U�V�����7�K�X�V���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���L�V���D���X�Q�L�T�X�H���W�R�X�U�L�V�W��
�G�H�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�K�H�U�H���R�Q�H���F�D�Q���À�Q�G���W�K�H���V�F�R�S�H�V���I�R�U���D�O�O���N�L�Q�G�V���R�I���W�R�X�U�L�V�W���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W����

Being the world’s single largest mangrove forest, the Sundarbans is a pride for the country. Located about in south western edge of 
�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���� �L�W���L�V���Q�R�Z�� �D�� �K�R�W���V�S�R�W���I�R�U�� �H�F�R���W�R�X�U�L�V�P���� �6�S�U�H�D�G���R�Y�H�U�� �D�Q���D�U�H�D�� �R�I�� ���������� �V�T�� �N�P�� �R�I�� �G�H�O�W�D�L�F�� �V�Z�D�P�S�V���� �L�W���L�V�� �D�� �V�D�Q�F�W�X�D�U�\�� �R�I�� �K�X�Q�G�U�H�G�V�� �R�I��
�U�D�U�H�� �V�S�H�F�L�H�V���� �0�R�V�W���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W�O�\���� �L�W���L�V�� �W�K�H�� �K�R�P�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �5�R�\�D�O�� �%�H�Q�J�D�O���7�L�J�H�U���� �2�Q�H�� �Z�R�X�O�G���D�O�V�R�� �À�Q�G�� �F�U�R�F�R�G�L�O�H���� �P�R�Q�N�H�\�V���� �G�R�O�S�K�L�Q���� �V�S�R�W�W�H�G���G�H�H�U��
and several other interesting creatures. Criss-crossed by innumerable rivers and creeks, it is a wonderful repository of biodiversity. The 
�6�X�Q�G�D�U�E�D�Q�V���L�V�� �D���:�R�U�O�G���+�H�U�L�W�D�J�H�� �6�L�W�H���� �G�H�F�O�D�U�H�G���E�\�� �W�K�H���8�1�(�6�&�2�� �D�Q�G���K�D�V�� �U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\�� �E�H�H�Q���V�K�R�U�W���O�L�V�W�H�G���W�R���E�H���S�R�O�O�H�G���D�V�� �D�� �Z�R�Q�G�H�U���R�I�� �W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G����
�9�L�V�L�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���6�X�Q�G�D�U�E�D�Q�V���P�X�V�W���E�H���D���P�H�P�R�U�D�E�O�H���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�����:�K�L�O�H���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���R�I���V�H�H�L�Q�J���W�K�H���U�D�U�H���Z�L�O�G���D�Q�L�P�D�O�V���D�Q�G���E�L�U�G�V�����R�Q�H���F�D�Q��
�D�O�V�R���V�H�H���K�R�Z���W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G�V���R�I���E�U�D�Y�H���P�H�Q���D�Q�G���Z�R�P�H�Q���H�Q�J�D�J�H���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���L�Q���À�V�K�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���U�L�Y�H�U�V���D�Q�G���F�U�H�H�N�V���D�Q�G���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Q�J���K�R�Q�H�\���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���G�H�S�W�K��
of the forest. 

�'�R�Z�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���V�R�X�W�K���H�D�V�W�H�U�Q���W�L�S�����W�K�H���O�R�Q�J�H�V�W���X�Q�E�U�R�N�H�Q���V�H�D���E�H�D�F�K���L�Q���&�R�[�
�V���%�D�]�D�U���D�W�W�U�D�F�W�V���W�H�Q�V���R�I���W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G�V���R�I���Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�V���D�O�O���\�H�D�U���U�R�X�Q�G�����7�K�H���F�D�O�P��
�E�O�X�H���Z�D�W�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���%�D�\���R�I���%�H�Q�J�D�O���F�D�U�H�V�V���W�K�H�����������N�P���O�R�Q�J���V�D�Q�G�\���E�H�D�F�K���W�K�D�W���V�W�U�H�W�F�K���D�O�R�Q�J���D���U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���S�L�F�W�X�U�H�V�T�X�H���J�U�H�H�Q���K�L�O�O�V�����%�H�V�L�G�H�V���E�D�W�K�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��
�E�D�V�N�L�Q�J�����R�Q�H���F�D�Q���D�O�V�R���H�Q�M�R�\���D���Y�D�U�L�H�W�\���R�I���Z�D�W�H�U���V�S�R�U�W�V���O�L�N�H���V�X�U�À�Q�J�����Z�D�W�H�U���V�N�L�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���J�D�P�H�V�����7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���I�D�V�W���E�H�F�R�P�L�Q�J���D���S�R�S�X�O�D�U���V�S�R�W���I�R�U��
�E�H�D�F�K���I�R�R�W�E�D�O�O���D�Q�G���Y�R�O�O�H�\�E�D�O�O���E�H�V�L�G�H�V���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���H�Y�H�Q�W�V�����:�L�W�K���K�X�Q�G�U�H�G�V���R�I���F�R�P�I�R�U�W���H�Q�V�X�U�L�Q�J���K�R�W�H�O�V�����W�U�L�E�D�O���E�D�]�D�D�U�V���D�Q�G���L�P�S�R�V�L�Q�J���S�D�J�R�G�D�V��
�D�U�R�X�Q�G�����&�R�[�
�V���%�D�]�D�U���L�V���R�I�W�H�Q���G�X�E�E�H�G���D�V���W�K�H���W�R�X�U�L�V�W���F�D�S�L�W�D�O���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K��

�$�Q�R�W�K�H�U���X�S�F�R�P�L�Q�J���V�H�D���I�U�R�Q�W���W�R�X�U�L�V�W���G�H�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���L�V���.�X�D�N�D�L�D�����,�W���L�V���L�Q���W�K�H���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q�P�R�V�W���W�L�S���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���I�U�R�P���Z�K�H�U�H���R�Q�H���F�D�Q��
have the rare opportunity of having glance or both the sunrise 1s well as the sunset. 

�7�K�H���+�L�O�O���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�V���L�Q���W�K�H���V�R�X�W�K���H�D�V�W�H�U�Q���U�H�J�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�V���D�Q���H�[�R�W�L�F���Y�L�H�Z���R�I���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���E�H�D�X�W�\�����$�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�O�H���E�\���U�R�D�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���S�R�U�W��
�F�L�W�\���R�I���&�K�L�W�W�D�J�R�Q�J�����L�W���L�V���D���W�U�D�Q�T�X�L�O���K�H�D�Y�H�Q���I�R�U���Q�D�W�X�U�H���O�R�Y�H�U�V�����*�U�H�H�Q���K�L�O�O�V���D�Q�G���V�S�U�D�Z�O�L�Q�J���Y�D�O�O�H�\�V���D�U�H���R�I�W�H�Q���G�R�W�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���Z�D�W�H�U�I�D�O�O�V���D�Q�G���V�P�D�O�O���O�D�N�H�V����
�7�K�H���X�Q�L�T�X�H���O�L�I�H�V�W�\�O�H���R�I���W�K�H���W�U�L�E�D�O���S�H�R�S�O�H���D�G�G�V���Y�D�O�X�H���W�R���W�K�H���U�R�P�D�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�L�V���S�D�U�D�G�L�V�H�����:�L�W�K���Q�R���V�R�X�Q�G���D�Q�G���D�L�U���S�R�O�O�X�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H�V�H���K�L�O�O�\���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�V���F�D�Q��

be the finest destinations for those wanting to get away from the time 
�F�K�D�V�L�Q�J���P�R�G�H�U�Q���X�U�E�D�Q�L�V�W�L�F���O�L�I�H���D�Q�G���H�P�E�U�D�F�H���D���G�R�P�D�L�Q���R�I���W�U�D�Q�T�X�L�O�L�W�\����

Up in the north eastern part of Bangladesh in the region of Sylhet, the 
sprawling tea gardens offer a panoramic view. It is like a green carpet 
rolled out for miles and miles. For centuries, these tea gardens have been 
producing tea. The plucking of tea leaves by thousands of women in the 
waist-level thick tea bushes itself is a spectacular view.

In the midst of the tea garden valleys, natural waterfalls make it more 
scenic. The Madhabkunda water fall is the most prominent one with tens 
of thousands of tourists visiting it every year. 

Between Sylhet and Mymensingh in the north central part, huge water 
bodies dominate the landscape which offers another opportunity for 
�Q�D�W�X�U�H���D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H�U�V�����.�Q�R�Z�Q���O�R�F�D�O�O�\���D�V���K�D�R�U�����W�K�H�V�H���Z�D�W�H�U���E�R�G�L�H�V���W�X�U�Q���W�R���V�D�I�H��
heavens for millions of cold escaping migratory birds coming from as far 
as Siberia. Tanguar haor situated in the district of Sunamganj is known to 
�E�H���W�K�H���E�L�J�J�H�V�W���V�L�Q�J�O�H���Z�D�W�H�U���E�R�G�\���L�Q���$�V�L�D����

�:�K�L�O�H�� �Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�� �E�H�D�X�W�\�� �G�R�P�L�Q�D�W�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �H�Q�W�L�U�H�� �H�[�S�D�Q�V�H�� �R�I�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K����
thousands of ancient relics across the country hold truth of its interesting 
past. Some of these relics are several centuries old and relay the facts 
about the endeavors of religious preachers, business traders and ambitious 
rulers from all parts of the world.

Situated in north western part, Paharpur is well known for being a 
wonderful Buddhist archeological site. It was the largest monastery south 
of the Himalayas where Lord Buddha and his disciples were believed to 
have spent a long time preaching. The excavated historical remains include 
�J�U�D�Q�G�� �T�X�D�G�U�D�Q�J�X�O�D�U�� �F�R�X�U�W�� �Z�L�W�K�� �,�� ������ �U�R�R�P�V�� �D�Q�G�� �D�� �S�\�U�D�P�L�G�D�O�� �F�U�X�F�L�I�R�U�P��
�W�H�P�S�O�H�����,�W���L�V���D���:�R�U�O�G���+�H�U�L�W�D�J�H���6�L�W�H���G�H�F�O�D�U�H�G���E�\���8�1�(�6�&�2��

Not far from Paharpur, there is another archeological landmark in 
Mahastangarh. It is known to have been the biggest place of worship for 
�+�L�Q�G�X���G�H�Y�R�W�H�H�V�����:�L�W�K���L�P�S�R�V�L�Q�J���V�H�P�L���F�L�U�F�O�H���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���K�D�Q�G���F�D�U�Y�H�G��
designs, the temples beside a river offer a spectacular view. 

Mammoth Buddhist relics are also found in Mainamati near Comilla 

beside the Dhaka-Chittagong highway. Remains of a large 
Buddhist monastery with imposing central shrine speak of early 
�%�X�G�G�K�L�V�W���F�L�Y�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q��

�7�K�H���.�D�Q�W�D�M�H�H���W�H�P�S�O�H���L�Q���'�L�Q�D�M�S�X�U���L�Q���Q�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K��
is another must-see place. The age-old temple is iconic for 
delicate handwork on murals.

�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���L�V���R�I�W�H�Q���F�D�O�O�H�G���D���O�D�Q�G���R�I�� �P�R�V�T�X�H�V���� �,�W���L�V���R�E�Y�L�R�X�V��
that with an over eighty per cent of the 140 million people being 
�0�X�V�O�L�P�V���� �W�K�H�U�H�� �Z�L�O�O���E�H�� �L�Q�Q�X�P�H�U�D�E�O�H���P�R�V�T�X�H�V���� �+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �P�D�Q�\��
�R�I�� �W�K�H�� �P�R�V�T�X�H�V�� �D�U�H�� �D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���D�Q�G�� �U�H�Á�H�F�W���W�K�H�� �W�D�V�W�H�� �D�Q�G�� �V�D�Y�R�U�\�� �R�I��
the early Muslim preachers and rulers. 

�7�K�H���6�K�D�W�J�R�P�E�X�]���P�R�V�T�X�H���L�Q���%�D�J�H�U�K�D�W���Q�H�D�U���.�K�X�O�Q�D���L�V���X�Q�L�T�X�H��
�Z�L�W�K�� �L�W�V�� �V�L�[�W�\�� �G�R�P�H�V�����7�K�H���$�W�L�D�� �P�R�V�T�X�H�� �L�Q���7�D�Q�J�D�L�O�� �Q�H�D�U�� �'�K�D�N�D��
�L�V���V�W�L�O�O���Y�L�E�U�D�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���L�W�V���D�U�F�K�D�L�F���G�H�V�L�J�Q�V�����7�K�H���6�W�D�U���P�R�V�T�X�H���L�Q���W�K�H��
�F�D�S�L�W�D�O���'�K�D�N�D���V�K�R�Z�V���W�K�H���F�U�D�]�H���I�R�U���E�H�D�X�W�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���K�R�O�\���S�O�D�F�H�V����
�7�K�H���K�X�J�H���D�Q�G���P�D�J�Q�L�À�F�H�Q�W���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���P�R�V�T�X�H�������%�D�L�W�X�O���0�X�N�D�U�U�D�P����
in the heart of Dhaka is an imposing architectural beauty.

�$�V���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���Z�D�V���D�W���W�K�H���F�U�R�V�V���U�R�D�G���R�I���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���F�L�Y�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
and imperial rules, there are also several relics that echo the 
splendor of the past. The Lalbagh Fort in Dhaka commands a 
spectacular view. Built in 1678 during the rule of the Mughal 
�(�P�S�H�U�R�U���$�X�U�R�Q�J�D�]�H�E�����L�W���L�V���D�Q���R�X�W�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���F�R�P�S�O�H�[���Z�L�W�K���F�R�X�U�W�V����
�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�F�H�V�����P�R�V�T�X�H�V�����P�L�Q�D�U�H�W�V�����W�X�Q�Q�H�O�V�����J�D�U�G�H�Q�V���D�Q�G���D���V�S�U�D�Z�O�L�Q�J��
courtyard. 

Sonargaon, the ancient capital of this land, is not very far 
�I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�� �F�D�S�L�W�D�O���� �,�W�� �E�H�K�R�O�G�V�� �R�O�G�� �S�D�O�D�F�H�V�����$�� �I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H��
museum situated in the area showcases the finest handicraft 
products made in this country. 

To achieve a consistent success from the tourism industry, 
Bangladesh has taken some commendable initiatives including 
creation of tourist accommodation and amusement facilities. 
�*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �K�D�V�� �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G�� �W�R�X�U�L�V�P�� �D�V���D�Q��
�L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\�� �D�Q�G���S�X�W���L�W���R�Q���W�K�H���O�L�V�W���R�I�� �W�K�U�X�V�W���V�H�F�W�R�U�����$�� �Q�H�Z�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
Tourism Policy has been framed this year 2010 for the 
development of sustainable tourism industry in Bangladesh. 
The policy underlines diversification of tourism products, 
development of eco-tourism, overseas marketing of tourism 
attractions and human resource development. The Industrial 
Policy of2010 has included tourism as a thrust sector. The 
�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �K�D�V�� �D�O�V�R�� �H�Q�D�F�W�H�G�� �
�7�R�X�U�L�V�P���� �3�U�R�W�H�F�W�H�G���$�U�H�D�� �D�Q�G��
�(�[�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H���7�R�X�U�L�V�W�� �=�R�Q�H�
�� ���������� �W�K�L�V�� �\�H�D�U���� �7�K�L�V�� �Z�L�O�O�� �K�H�O�S�� �D�W�W�U�D�F�W��
�I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W�V���L�Q���W�K�H�V�H���(�7�=�V����

The government is committed to extend unflinching 
cooperation to the private sector for the promotion of tourism 
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industry in Bangladesh. To encourage the private entrepreneurs 
in the tourism sector, the government has taken various initiatives 
including leasing out of some outlets of the national tourism 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���V�H�F�W�R�U���R�Q���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�D�V�W��
several years. Foreign investors are also most welcome to invest 
in this sector. The investment may be either in the form of joint 
venture or on 100% foreign ownership basis. In order to encourage 
private and foreign investment the government is offering various 
incentives. In order to encourage private and foreign investment 
the many incentives are allowed by the government, such as Tax 
exemption on royalties; Tax exemption on the interest of foreign 
loans; Tax exemption on capital gains from the transfer of shares 
�E�\�� �L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�Q�J�� �F�R�P�S�D�Q�\�����$�Y�R�L�G�D�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �G�R�X�E�O�H�� �W�D�[�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q�� �F�D�V�H�� �R�I��
�I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�R�U�V���R�Q���W�K�H���E�D�V�L�V���R�I���E�L�O�D�W�H�U�D�O���D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W�V�����(�[�H�P�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I��
income tax on salaries up to three years for the foreign technicians 
employed in the approved industries; Remittance up to 50% 
of the salary of the foreigners employed in Bangladesh and the 
�I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U���U�H�S�D�W�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q���R�U���W�K�H�L�U���V�D�Y�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���U�H�W�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W���E�H�Q�H�À�W�V���D�Q�G��

personal assets at the time or their return; Facilities for repatriation 
of invested capital, profits and dividends; Guarantee against 
�H�[�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �I�R�U�H�L�J�Q�� �S�U�L�Y�D�W�H�� �L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W��

���D�V�� �S�H�U�� �)�R�U�H�L�J�Q�� �3�U�L�Y�D�W�H�� �,�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W�� �3�U�R�P�R�W�L�R�Q�� �	��
�3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���$�F�W�� �������������� �3�U�R�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �I�R�U�� �W�U�D�Q�V�I�H�U�� �R�I��
shares held by foreigners to local partners with 
the permission from the Board of Investment and 
�W�K�H�� �)�R�U�H�L�J�Q�� �(�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�� �&�R�Q�W�U�R�O�� �'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I��
Bangladesh Bank and j) Reinvestment of repatriable 
dividend is treated as new foreign investment. 

The government or Bangladesh provides 
trainings to the educated youths of the country 
so that these young people can enter into tourism 
industry a} trained up human resources. The 
govt. run National Hotel and Tourism Training 
Institute ,(NJ-ITTI) until now has provided 
training to as many as 30,000 students in different 
disciplines like - Food and Beverage Production, 
Food and Beverage Services, House-keeping and 
Laundry, Front Office and Secretarial, Travel and 
Tour Operations and 2- year Diploma in Hotel 
Management and I-year Diploma in Tourism 
Management. These trained up people are serving 
better in the tourism industry at home and abroad. 
�$�S�D�U�W�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�V�H���� �P�D�Q�\�� �S�U�L�Y�D�W�H�� �W�R�X�U�L�V�P�� �W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J��
institutes are also providing training and send 
the trained up people abroad and thus bring in 
foreign remittance to Bangladesh. Recently, the 

�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �K�D�V�� �H�Q�D�F�W�H�G�� �O�D�Z�� �W�L�W�O�H�G�� ���(�[�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H�� �7�R�X�U�L�V�W��
�=�R�Q�H�� �D�Q�G���7�R�X�U�L�V�P�� �3�U�R�W�H�F�W�H�G���$�U�H�D�V�� ���� ������ �,�� ������ �Z�K�L�F�K�� �Z�L�O�O��
enhance job opportunity for local community. However, 
tourism industry in Bangladesh still lacks competent 
�K�X�P�D�Q�� �U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���� �$�Q�G�� �D�O�V�R�� �X�Q�W�L�O�� �Q�R�Z���� �W�R�X�U�L�V�P�� �K�D�V��
not been seriously considered in most of the poverty 
reduction strategies of the country. Hence, we are trying 
to set guidelines for community involvement in tourism 
planning formulation and development process. This 
will help benefit cascade down to the local community. 
Tourism is a well-balanced vehicle to influence poverty 
and tourism jobs can be very valuables in giving poor 
people self-esteem. The present government has also paid 
much emphasis on private sector led tourism growth in 
Bangladesh. Various incentives are also being offered to 
�I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�R�U�V�����:�H���D�U�H���D�O�V�R���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�L�Q�J���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q��
of some tourism projects under the government new 
concept Public-Private Partnership (PPP) system.

�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �L�V�� �D�� �O�D�Q�G�� �R�I�� �P�D�Q�\�� �Z�R�Q�G�H�U�V���� �:�L�W�K�� �D�� �U�L�F�K��
�K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�À�H�G���F�X�O�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���L�P�S�H�F�F�D�E�O�H���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���E�H�D�X�W�\�����L�W���G�H�V�H�U�Y�H�V���W�R���E�H���Y�L�V�L�W�H�G���D�J�D�L�Q���D�Q�G���D�J�D�L�Q�����$�O�R�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���K�R�V�S�L�W�D�O�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H����
�W�K�H�U�H�� �D�U�H�� �D�O�O�� �Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\�� �I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�� �D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H�� �W�R�� �P�D�N�H�� �W�K�H�� �W�U�D�Y�H�O�� �D�F�U�R�V�V�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �D�� �P�H�P�R�U�D�E�O�H�� �R�Q�H���� �7�K�H�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �W�R�X�U�L�V�P�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� ����
Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation - and plenty of private tour operators wait to serve you.

�$�V���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���L�V���D���\�R�X�Q�J���G�H�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���W�R�X�U�L�V�P���P�D�S���D�Q�G���L�W�V���D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H���V�W�L�O�O���O�H�V�V���W�U�R�G�G�H�Q�����L�W���S�R�V�V�H�V�V�H�V���D���J�U�H�D�W���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���W�R��
�D�W�W�U�D�F�W���W�R�X�U�L�V�W�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�����,�W���L�V���V�W�U�L�Y�L�Q�J���K�D�U�G���W�R���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���D���S�O�D�Q�Q�H�G���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�O�H�G���W�R�X�U�L�V�P���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���E�\���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G���R�I��
�W�R�X�U�L�V�P���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���D�Q�G���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�����%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���L�V���D�O�Z�D�\�V���U�H�D�G�\���W�R���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H���W�R�X�U�L�V�W�V���L�Q���W�K�L�V���O�D�Q�G���R�I���Y�L�U�J�L�Q���O�X�V�K���J�U�H�H�Q���D�Q�G���D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���F�L�Y�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q��

       
���������
���6�K�D�À�T�X�H���$�O�D�P���0�H�K�G�L��

Secretary in charge 
�0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\���R�I���&�L�Y�L�O���$�Y�L�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���7�R�X�U�L�V�P��
Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
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Bangladesh’s economy remains on track 
despite all odds. The country

has been experiencing robust and steady 
economic growth over the

last one decade. Sound macro-economic 
management and bold economic

reforms have opened up new 
opportunities for trade and investment.

The favorable investment climate is 
wooing foreign investors in

increasing numbers.

BANGLADESH ECONOMIC 
AND BUSINESS GUIDE
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Major Economic Indicators of Bangladesh

Population ( Million)

�'�H�Q�V�L�W�\���3�H�U���6�T�����.�P

GDP (Million US$) at current

market price

GNI per capita at Current

 Market Price (US$)

GDP Growth (%)

(at constant price)

Per Capita GDP (US$)(at

current price)

�$�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�H���	���)�R�U�H�V�W�U�\���&�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q

to  GDP (%) 

Growth (%)

Manufacturing(Indus.)

Contribution to GDP (%)

Growth (%)

�(�[�S�R�U�W�����0�L�O�O�L�R�Q���8�6����

�(�[�S�R�U�W���*�U�R�Z�W�K��������

Import (Million US$)

Import Growth(% )

Trade Balance(Million US$)

�1�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���(�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W���D�E�U�R�D�G
( ' 000 )
Remittances (Million US$ )

�)�R�U�H�L�J�Q���(�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H���5�H�V�H�U�Y�H�V�������0�L�O�O�L�R�Q���8�6$)

Total Revenue  (Million US$)

Tax Revenue  (Million US$)

Import Duty (Million US$)

�7�R�W�D�O���(�[�S�H�Q�G�L�W�X�U�H�����0�L�O�O�L�R�Q���8�6$)

Revenue���(�[�S�H�Q�G�L�W�X�U�H�����0�L�O�O�L�R�Q���8�6$)

Current Surplus (Million US$)

�$�Q�Q�X�D�O���'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���3�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H�������0�L�O�O�L�R�Q���8�6$)

2000-01

131.2
886

46934

376

5.2

357

19.51

5.53

15.59

6.68

6467

12.14

9335

11.4
(3345.6)

213

1882

1307

4355

3663

1466

6931

3806

549
3373

2001-02

131.6
891

47565

378

4.40

362

18.58

-0.62

15.76

5.48

5986

(7.44)

8540

(8.5)
(2554)

195

2501

1583

4771

3781

1458

7097

3912

859
2759

2002-03

133.4

904

51913

407

5.3

389

18.22

3.29

15.97

6.75

6548

9.38

9658

13.1
(2215)

251

3062

2470

5375

4309

1849

7582

4371

1004
2919

2003-04

135.2

916

56.531

440

6.3

418

17.97

4.38

16.16

7.10

7603

16.11

10903

12.9
(2319)

277

3372

2705

6010

4805

2294

8382

4820

1190
3225

2004-05

137.0

928

60327

463

6.0

441

17.27

1.80

16.51

8.19

8655

13.83

13147

20.6
(3297)

250

3848

2930

6379

5199

2459

9053

5422

957
3336

2005-06

138.8

941

61975

482

6.6

456

16.98

5.23

17.08

10.77

10526

21.63

14746

12.2
(2889)

291

4802

3484

6689

5391

2277

9103

5459

1230
3205

2006-07

140.6

953

68554

520

6.5

482

16.64

4.69

17.55

9.72

12178

15.69

17157

16.4
(3458)

564

5978

5077

7166

5686

2269

9683

6578

588
2596

2007-08

142.4

-

77974

608

6.2

559

16.18

2.93

17.77

7.21

14110

15.87

21629

26.1
(5330)

981

7915

6149

8824

6998

1959

13644

8306

518
3279

2008-09

114.2

977

89359

676

5.9

620

15.91

4.10

17.90

6.68

15565

10.31

22507

4.1
(4708)

650

9689

7500

10055

8071

2128

13683

9757

298
3343

�����������������3��

146.1

990

98752

750

6.0

684

15.65

4.36

17.87

5.92

11541*

(0.80)*

17191*

(1.3)*
(3929)*

359*

11500

10400

11366*

9146*

2319*

15805*

11002*

364*
4076*

Money Supply ( M1) (Million US$)

Money Supply ( M2) (Million US$)

Total Deposit (Million US$)

Total Deposit Credit (Million US$)

Bank Rate (% )

�(�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H���5�D�W�H���7�D�N�D�����������$�Y�H�U�D�J�H��

�,�Q�Á�D�W�L�R�Q���5�D�W�H���%�D�V�H���\�H�D�U��������������������

Gross Investment (Million US$)

Public Investment ( Million US$)

Private Investment ( Million US$)

National Savings ( Million US$)

Gross Domestic Savings ( Million US$)

Gross Investment (% of GDP )

Public Investment(% of GDP )

Private Investment(% of GDP )

National Savings(% of GDP )

Gross Domestic Saving(% of GDP )

Price Trends

National Consumer Price 

�,�Q�G�H�[��������������������� ��������

% Change in CPI

2000-01

4083

15427

15708

15587

7.0

53.96

1.94

10848.78

3406.23

7446.70

10528.17

8456.26

23.10

7.20

15.80

22.4

18.76

126.72

1.94

2001-02

4207

17171

16020

16538

6.0

57.43

2.79

11011.7

3029.76

7981.89

11151

8638.34

23.10

6.40

16.80

23.4

18.16

130.26

2.79

2002-03

4619

19688

18407

17959

6.0

57.9

4.38

12150

3217.6

8932.6

12693

9457

23.41

6.20

17.21

24.87

18.63

135.97

4.38

2003-04

5178

22032

20592

19772

5.0

58.9

5.83

13581

3500.8

10080

14384

11044

24.02

6.19

17.83

25.44

19.53

143.90

5.83

2007-08

8723

36262

30490

35172

5.0

68.61

9.9

18878

3860

15126

23555

15836

24.21

4.95

19.25

30.21

20.31

193.54

9.93

2009-10

11093*

49070*

40609*

44923*

5.0

69.93*

6.5

24046*

4562*

19494*

29280*

19533*

24.35*

4.62*

19.74*

29.65*

19.78*

-

6.5

2005-06

6430

26281

23743

24974

5.0

67.08

7.17

15277

3716

11561

17150

12549

24.65

6.00

18.65

27.67

20.25

164.21

7.17

2006-07

7125

30709

28449

28882

5.0

69.03

7.22

16768

3736

12704

19618

13930

24.46

5.45

19.02

28.66

20.35

176.06

7.22

2008-09

8621

43196

33756

41940

5.0

68.80

6.7

21404

4200

17577

26423

17952

24.37

4.70

19.67

29.57

20.09

206.43

6.66

2004-05

5785

24669

23204

24037

5.0

61.39

6.48

14796

3745

11053

15589

12075

24.53

6.21

18.32

25.84

20.01

153.23

6.48

�6�R�X�U�F�H�������%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���(�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���5�H�Y�L�H�Z���²�������������	����������

���S��� ���S�U�R�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�D�O����������� ���,�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���Q�R�W���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H�������������
��� ���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���G�D�W�D�����-�X�O�\�����������W�R���0�D�U�F�K������������
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�0�D�M�R�U���(�[�S�R�U�W���3�U�R�G�X�F�W�V

Ready-made Garments

Knitwear

RMG sector contributors about 76% of the total export earnings. Over 2 
million people are employed in the sector, a majority of which are women. 
The sector provides indirect employment for 0.8 million in accessories 
industries, 0.2 million jobs to waste recycle industries, contributes 10.5% 
to GDP, generates huge clientele base to banks, insurance, hotels, tourism, 
�W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�����W�R�L�O�H�W�U�L�H�V���	���K�R�X�V�L�Q�J���V�H�F�W�R�U�V�����7�K�H���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�V���D���Y�L�W�D�O���V�R�X�U�F�H���R�I��
�H�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���L�Q�F�R�P�H���I�R�U���D�Q���/�'�&���O�L�N�H���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�����:�L�W�K���W�K�H���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V��
in various aspects of apparel manufacturing and increased access to rich 
country markets, Bangladesh’s exports can play a major role in alleviating 
poverty.

�.�Q�L�W�Z�H�D�U�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�� �V�H�F�R�Q�G�� �O�D�U�J�H�V�W�� �H�[�S�R�U�W�� �H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �V�X�E���V�H�F�W�R�U�� �R�I�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K����
Production by Bangladeshi industry is as good as in any other competitive 
country. The work forces in knitted garments are experienced and aware of the 
�Q�H�H�G�� �I�R�U�� �T�X�D�O�L�W�\���� �/�H�D�G���W�L�P�H�� �L�V�� �N�Q�L�W���V�X�E���V�H�F�W�R�U�� �L�V�� ���� �Z�H�H�N�V�� �R�Q�� �D�Y�H�U�D�J�H���� �4�X�D�O�L�W�\��
�F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���V�\�V�W�H�P�V�� �D�U�H���L�Q���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���D�O�O���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V�����7�K�H���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�H���H�Q�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�W��
�J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\�� �I�X�O�I�L�O�O�V�� �F�X�V�W�R�P�H�U�� �V�D�W�L�V�I�D�F�W�L�R�Q���� �.�Q�L�W�Z�H�D�U���L�W�H�P�V�� �P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K��
�O�R�F�D�O�O�\�� �N�Q�L�W�W�H�G�� �I�D�E�U�L�F�V�� �T�X�D�O�L�I�\�� �I�R�U�� �G�X�W�\�� �I�U�H�H���� �]�H�U�R�� �W�D�U�L�I�I�� �D�F�F�H�V�V�� �W�R�� �(�8���� �-�D�S�D�Q����
�$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D���� �1�R�U�Z�D�\�� �D�Q�G�� �&�D�Q�D�G�D���� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �L�V�� �R�Q�H�� �R�I���W�K�H�� �E�L�J�J�H�V�W�� �V�X�S�S�O�L�H�U�� �R�I��
�N�Q�L�W���L�W�H�P�V���W�R���W�K�H���(�8��

By combining the latest development in leather technology with abundant 
raw materials and inexpensive skilled labor, leather and leather products are 
now playing an important role in earning foreign exchange of the country. 
Bangladesh is capable of producing about 180 million sft. of leather annually. 
�7�K�H���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���D�O�V�R���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�V���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�·�V���À�Q�H�V�W���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���J�R�D�W�V�N�L�Q���R�I���V�P�R�R�W�K���J�U�D�L�Q��
pattern. Over 50 manufacturers are producing various leather items such as 
travel goods, suitcases, briefcases and fashion accessories, belts, wallets, 
hand bags, case holders etc. for overseas export. Bangladesh has also entered 
the field of leather fashion garments with items of distinction and prestige. 
�$�W�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���� �O�H�D�W�K�H�U�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V�� �D�U�H�� �H�[�S�R�U�W�H�G�� �W�R�� �D�E�R�X�W�������� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�U�O�G��
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���,�W�D�O�\�����%�U�D�]�L�O�����*�H�U�P�D�Q�\��

Footwear

Jute and Jute Products

Agricultural Products

workforce are easily available. There are around 25 export oriented shoe 
manufacturing units producing men’s and ladies’ shoes, shoe uppers, mokasins, 
shoe accessories etc. There are also more than 2000 footwear making units, 
mostly serving the domestic market. Presently, footwear is exported to Japan, 
�,�W�D�O�\���� �8���.������ �%�H�O�J�L�X�P���� �8�6�$���� �7�D�L�Z�D�Q���� �+�R�Q�J�� �.�R�Q�J���� �*�H�U�P�D�Q�\���� �6�S�D�L�Q���� �6�R�X�W�K��
�$�I�U�L�F�D�����6�L�Q�J�D�S�R�U�H�����1�R�U�Z�D�\���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�����)�R�R�W�Z�H�D�U���V�H�F�W�R�U���S�R�V�V�H�V�V�H�V���J�U�H�D�W��
�S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���D�V���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���U�D�Z���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���D�Q�G���W�U�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H

Bangladesh is blessed with the favourable climate and the potentials to be the
�O�D�U�J�H�V�W�� �J�U�R�Z�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �H�[�S�R�U�W�H�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �E�H�V�W�� �T�X�D�O�L�W�\�� �M�X�W�H���� �W�K�H�� �J�R�O�G�H�Q�� �I�L�E�U�H�����7�K�L�V��

gives Bangladesh advantage over other jute growers anywhere in the world. 
Through uncompromising resolve to stick to the use of the best raw jute strict 
�D�G�K�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� �W�R�� �E�X�\�H�U�V�·�� �Q�H�H�G�V�� �D�Q�G�� �V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �U�L�J�R�U�R�X�V�� �T�X�D�O�L�W�\�� �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�� �D�Q�G��
timely delivery, Bangladesh has earned international eminence as the principal 
source of high Jute, having been the most environment friendly natural fibre 
�E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �R�I�� �L�W�V�� �L�Q�K�H�U�H�Q�W���X�Q�L�T�X�H�� �S�U�R�S�H�U�W�L�H�V���� �K�D�V�� �J�U�H�D�W���D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H�� �R�Y�H�U�� �P�D�Q���P�D�G�H��
�D�U�W�L�À�F�L�D�O�� �S�R�O�\�P�H�U�� �À�E�U�H�V���� �V�K�H�H�W�V���� �E�D�J�V�� �D�Q�G�� �S�D�F�N�L�Q�J�� �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���� �-�X�W�H�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V�� �D�U�H��
ideally used as bag and sacks for packing all kinds of agricultural produces, 
�P�L�Q�H�U�D�O�V�����I�H�U�W�L�O�L�]�H�U�����F�H�P�H�Q�W�����V�D�Q�G�����V�X�J�D�U���H�W�F�����D�Q�G���D���K�R�V�W���R�I���R�W�K�H�U���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�V��

Bangladesh is gifted with a fertile land and favorable climate for the 
production of various agricultural products. In view of the sector’s great 
potentials, the Government has given much emphasis on the development of 
agricultural products and agro-based industries in the country. Vegetables, fruits, 
aromatic fine rice, tea and other agro-products are being exported regularly. 
�0�D�M�R�U�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� �R�I�� �D�J�U�R�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V�� �D�U�H�� �6�D�X�G�L���$�U�D�E�L�D���� �.�X�Z�D�L�W���� �8����
�.������ �8�6�$�� �D�Q�G�� �*�H�U�P�D�Q�\���� �%�H�V�L�G�H�V���� �R�W�K�H�U�� �D�J�U�R���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�G���L�W�H�P�V�� �V�X�F�K�� �D�V�� �V�S�L�F�H�V����
chanachur, fruit juice etc. are being exported to the overseas markets. The 
Government and the private sector are working together to set up “export 
�Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�V�µ���I�R�U���W�K�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���I�U�X�L�W�V���D�Q�G���Y�H�J�H�W�D�E�O�H�V��
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Fish and shrimps

Light Engineering Industries

Ceramic tablewares

Bangladesh a riverine deltaic country having 0.33 million hectors of inland water and 480 
km coast line with its warm tropical climate is ideally located and offers a vast reserve of fresh 
�E�U�D�F�N�L�V�K���Z�D�W�H�U���À�V�K�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�H�D�I�R�R�G���V�K�U�L�P�S�V��

Fisheries sector plays a vital role in the economic development of Bangladesh contributing 
�D�E�R�X�W�� ���������� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�·�V�� �*�'�3�����$�E�R�X�W�� �������� �P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H�� �G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\�� �D�Q�G�� ������ �P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�� �S�H�R�S�O�H��
�L�Q�G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�U�H���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�R�U���I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�Y�H�O�L�K�R�R�G�����7�K�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�I���À�V�K�H�U�L�H�V���V�H�F�W�R�U��
is one of the top priorities of the Government. Planned culture of shrimp and fish has been 
�H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���V�H�F�W�R�U���Z�L�W�K���D�G�H�T�X�D�W�H���À�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���D�Q�G���W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���V�X�S�S�R�U�W��
of the government.

�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �L�V�� �H�[�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J�� �I�U�R�]�H�Q�� �V�K�U�L�P�S�� �W�R�� �D�E�R�X�W�� ������ �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�U�O�G�� �R�I�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �8�6�$����
�-�D�S�D�Q���� �%�H�O�J�L�X�P���� �8�.���� �7�K�H�� �1�H�W�K�H�U�O�D�Q�G�V���� �)�U�D�Q�F�H�� �D�Q�G�� �*�H�U�P�D�Q�\�� �D�U�H�� �W�K�H�� �P�R�V�W�� �O�H�D�G�L�Q�J�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J��
countries.

�/�L�J�K�W�� �(�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�L�Q�J�� �,�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�H�V�� �S�O�D�\�� �D�� �V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W�� �U�R�O�H�� �L�Q�� �D�X�J�P�H�Q�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O�� �E�D�V�H�� �D�Q�G��
�Y�R�O�X�P�H�� �R�I�� �I�R�U�H�L�J�Q�� �W�U�D�G�H�� �L�Q�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�����$�� �Y�H�U�\�� �S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�� �V�H�F�W�R�U���� �/�(�,�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �W�K�H�� �D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H�V�� �R�I��
lower capital investment, lower energy cost and environment friendly production process. More 
than 30,000 light engineering units are in operation around the country. Meanwhile, bicycle has 
�H�P�H�U�J�H�G�� �D�V�� �R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �/�L�J�K�W�� �(�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�L�Q�J�� �V�H�F�W�R�U�� �L�Q�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���� �7�K�H��
�P�D�M�R�U�� �H�[�S�R�U�W���P�D�U�N�H�W���R�I�� �E�L�F�\�F�O�H�� �D�U�H�� �8���� �.������ �W�K�H�� �1�H�W�K�H�U�O�D�Q�G�V���� �8�N�U�D�L�Q�H���� �,�W�D�O�\���� �%�H�O�J�L�X�P���� �'�H�Q�P�D�U�N����
�0�D�O�D�\�V�L�D�����8�6�$�����$�X�V�W�U�L�D���H�W�F��

Bangladesh has emerged as one of the successful manufacturing and exporting countries 
�R�I�� �T�X�D�O�L�W�\�� �F�H�U�D�P�L�F�� �W�D�E�O�H�Z�D�U�H�V�����$�O�P�R�V�W�� �D�O�O�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�L�Q�J�� �X�Q�L�W�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �V�X�F�F�H�H�G�H�G�� �L�Q�� �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J��
�W�K�H�L�U�� �E�U�D�Q�G�� �Q�D�P�H�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �F�H�U�D�P�L�F�� �W�D�E�O�H�Z�D�U�H�� �P�D�U�N�H�W�����7�R�� �H�Q�V�X�U�H�� �S�U�R�S�H�U�� �T�X�D�O�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G��
�J�R�R�G�Z�L�O�O���� �D�O�O���W�K�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�L�Q�J�� �X�Q�L�W�V���X�V�H���K�L�J�K�� �T�X�D�O�L�W�\���U�D�Z���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V�����7�K�H���P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�U�\�� �D�Q�G���H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W��
�D�U�H�� �D�O�V�R�� �P�R�G�H�U�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�I�R�U�P�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�W�H�V�W�� �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\�� �D�Q�G�� �V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G���� �(�D�F�K�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �X�Q�L�W�V�� �K�D�V�� �L�W�V��
�R�Z�Q���L�Q���K�R�X�V�H���O�D�E�R�U�D�W�R�U�\�� �I�D�F�L�O�L�W�\�� �I�R�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�� �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���D�Q�G���W�H�V�W�L�Q�J�� �P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�V�P�����$�W���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���� �F�H�U�D�P�L�F��
�W�D�E�O�H�Z�D�U�H���L�V���E�H�L�Q�J���H�[�S�R�U�W�H�G���W�R���8�6�$�����8�.�����,�W�D�O�\�����6�S�D�L�Q�����)�U�D�Q�F�H�����1�H�Z���=�H�D�O�D�Q�G�����W�K�H���1�H�W�K�H�U�O�D�Q�G�V���D�Q�G��
�$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�����6�Z�H�G�H�Q

Home Textile Products

In recent years, remarkable progress has been made in this potential sector. 
Home textile products from Bangladesh, which include all sorts of towel, bar 
mat, bath robe, wash cloth, kitchen gloves, dish cloth, napkin, bed sheet, bed 
�F�R�Y�H�U���� �S�L�O�O�R�Z�� �F�R�Y�H�U���H�W�F���� �D�U�H���T�X�L�W�H���S�R�S�X�O�D�U���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���P�D�U�N�H�W���I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\��
and design. Major importing countries of Bangladeshi home textile products are 
�8���.�������8�6�$�����)�U�D�Q�F�H�����&�D�Q�D�G�D�����*�H�U�P�D�Q�\�����%�H�O�J�L�X�P�����6�Z�H�G�H�Q�����$�X�V�W�U�L�D�����0�D�O�D�\�V�L�D�����8����
�$�����(�������,�W�D�O�\�����+�R�Q�J���.�R�Q�J�����-�D�S�D�Q���D�Q�G���6�D�X�G�L���$�U�D�E�L�D��

Printing Materials

Potteries

Toiletries and Cosmetics

�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �K�D�V�� �D�� �J�R�R�G�� �Q�X�P�E�H�U�� �R�I�� �S�U�L�Q�W�L�Q�J�� �I�L�U�P�V���� �Z�H�O�O�� �H�T�X�L�S�S�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �T�X�L�W�H��
�F�D�S�D�E�O�H�� �R�I�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�L�Q�J�� �K�L�J�K�� �T�X�D�O�L�W�\�� �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�� �S�U�L�Q�W�L�Q�J�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V����
materials. State-of-the-art technology is being introduced in the sector in 
�L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���W�K�H���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V�����$�W���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���� �S�U�L�Q�W�L�Q�J�� �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���D�U�H���H�[�S�R�U�W�H�G��
�W�R�� �6�L�Q�J�D�S�R�U�H���� �6�D�X�G�L���$�U�D�E�L�D���� �8�$�(���� �8�.���� �%�H�O�J�L�X�P���� �0�D�O�D�\�V�L�D���� �)�U�D�Q�F�H���� �4�D�W�D�U����
�*�H�U�P�D�Q�\���� �.�X�Z�D�L�W���� �8�6�$���� �,�Q�G�L�D���� �-�D�S�D�Q���� �6�Z�L�W�]�H�U�O�D�Q�G���� �3�D�N�L�V�W�D�Q���� �+�R�Q�J�� �.�R�Q�J�� �D�Q�G��
other countries.

Pottery is the heritage of Bangladesh. Traditionally the dexterity of 
Bangladesh’s workers in making various types of products in well known to the 
consumers of such items globally. The delicate touch of hand in shaping products 
with various designs is appreciated by all concerned. Bangladesh can ensure the 
�V�X�S�S�O�\���R�I���K�X�J�H���T�X�D�Q�W�L�W�\���R�I���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G���S�R�W�W�H�U�\���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���I�R�U���R�Y�H�U�V�H�D�V���P�D�U�N�H�W�V�����,�W���L�V��
anticipated that with the gradual development in technology, the producers of the 
item would come out with newer pottery items of divergent nature in the near 
future.

�,�Q���U�H�F�H�Q�W���W�L�P�H�V���� �W�R�L�O�H�W�U�L�H�V���D�Q�G���F�R�V�P�H�W�L�F�V���L�W�H�P�V���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���K�D�Y�H���P�D�G�H���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���D�V���U�H�J�D�U�G�V��
�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���S�D�F�N�D�J�L�Q�J�����8�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���P�R�G�H�U�Q���P�H�W�K�R�G���R�I���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�����W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\���D�Q�G���Z�R�U�O�G���F�O�D�V�V���U�D�Z���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V����
the finished products are of international standard and capable of competing with products of the renowned 
�F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�U�O�G���� �7�R�L�O�H�W�U�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�V�P�H�W�L�F�V�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�� �D�U�H�� �H�[�S�R�U�W�H�G�� �W�R�� �8�$�(����
�0�D�O�D�\�V�L�D�����5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F���R�I���.�R�U�H�D�����2�P�D�Q�����-�R�U�G�D�Q�����6�U�L���/�D�Q�N�D�����6�D�X�G�L���$�U�D�E�L�D�����)�U�D�Q�F�H�����6�L�Q�J�D�S�R�U�H���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V��
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Functions of Chambers/Trade Associations and Their 
Involvement in Export Promotion

The private sector of Bangladesh has been promoting various activities 
for the promotion of exports from the country. The private sector is 
providing institutional support and advocacy, maintaining liaison with 
local and fore ign trade related bodies, arranging meetings, seminars and 
conferences for creating awareness among entrepreneurs, disseminating 
trade related information and conducting training courses and workshops 
for developing skills of the business people for increasing exports over 
time.

There are 79 local and bi-national Chambers of Commerce and 
�,�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\�� �D�Q�G���������� �W�U�D�G�H���D�Q�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�W���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����7�K�H�� �)�H�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) is the 
�D�S�H�[�� �W�U�D�G�H�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �H�Q�W�L�U�H�� �S�U�L�Y�D�W�H�� �V�H�F�W�R�U���� �7�K�H�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �O�H�Y�H�O��
�W�U�D�G�H���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���O�L�N�H���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���*�D�U�P�H�Q�W���0�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�H�U�V���D�Q�G���(�[�S�R�U�W�H�U�V��
�$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�����%�*�0�(�$������ �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �)�U�R�]�H�Q���)�R�R�G�V���(�[�S�R�U�W�H�U�V���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q��
�H�W�F���� �D�U�H���S�U�R�P�R�W�L�Q�J�� �V�S�H�F�L�À�F�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V�� �D�Q�G���W�U�D�G�H�����7�K�H���&�K�D�P�E�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G���7�U�D�G�H��
�$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���S�H�U�I�R�U�P���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���W�U�D�G�H���S�U�R�P�R�W�L�R�Q��

Exploration of Export Market
�)�%�&�&�,�� �D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U�� �O�H�D�G�L�Q�J�� �&�K�D�P�E�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G���H�[�S�R�U�W���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�U�H�� �V�H�D�U�F�K�L�Q�J�� �I�R�U�� �R�Y�H�U�V�H�D�V�� �H�[�S�R�U�W���P�D�U�N�H�W�V�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�R�X�V�O�\�����7�K�H�\�� �D�U�H��

sending trade and investment delegations to different countries for enhancing the country’s export and seeking foreign direct investment to 
establish export oriented industries in the country. They receive foreign delegations for introducing export products of the country and to sign 
�H�[�S�R�U�W���F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�V���Z�L�W�K���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���L�P�S�R�U�W�H�U�V�����7�K�H���&�K�D�P�E�H�U�V�����$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�O�V�R���W�D�N�H���S�D�U�W���L�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���W�U�D�G�H���I�D�L�U�V���D�Q�G���H�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W��
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���D�Q�G���D�O�V�R���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H���W�K�H���H�[�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���À�U�P�V���W�R���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H���L�Q���W�K�R�V�H���H�Y�H�Q�W�V��

�,�V�V�X�D�Q�F�H���R�I���&�H�U�W�L�À�F�D�W�H���R�I���2�U�L�J�L�Q
�)�R�U�� �H�Q�V�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �R�U�L�J�L�Q�� �R�I�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �H�[�S�R�U�W�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���� �W�K�H�� �O�H�D�G�L�Q�J�� �&�K�D�P�E�H�U�V�����$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�R�L�Q�V�� �L�V�V�X�H�� �&�H�U�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�H�� �R�I�� �2�U�L�J�L�Q�� �D�Q�G��

authenticate documents for promotion of exports. 
�7�K�H�� �P�D�M�R�U�� �H�[�S�R�U�W���V�H�F�W�R�U���R�I�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���� �L���H���� �Z�R�Y�H�Q���J�D�U�P�H�Q�W�V���� �N�Q�L�W�Z�H�D�U���� �I�U�R�]�H�Q���I�R�R�G���� �O�H�D�W�K�H�U���� �I�U�R�]�H�Q���I�R�R�G���� �M�X�W�H���J�R�R�G�V���� �S�K�D�U�P�D�F�H�X�W�L�F�D�O�V����

chemical products, raw jute and tea are dominated by the private sector entrepreneurs with a successful marketing performance in the US, 
�*�H�U�P�D�Q�\�����8�.�����)�U�D�Q�F�H�����%�H�O�J�L�X�P�����,�W�D�O�\�����W�K�H���1�H�W�K�H�U�O�D�Q�G�V�����&�D�Q�D�G�D�����6�S�D�L�Q�����6�Z�H�G�H�Q�����-�D�S�D�Q�����+�R�Q�J���.�R�Q�J�����,�Q�G�L�D�����'�H�Q�P�D�U�N�����,�U�H�O�D�Q�G�����&�K�L�Q�D�����3�D�N�L�V�W�D�Q����
Turkey, Singapore, Iran and other countries. Out of the total foreign exchange earning of US$ 10.53 billion in 2005-06, private enterprises 
represented more than 95% of the total export earning. In spite of adverse global trade and economic scenario, Bangladesh exports over 
the last few years has registered commendable growth, thus enabling the country to meet her import bills more and more out of the export 
earnings.

Activities of FBCCI and other Trade Bodies for the Development of Exports:
Exchanging Dialogue with the Government on Different Policies

The private sector trade bodies have been providing support in the formulation and implementation of Government policies in respect of 
�L�P�S�R�U�W�����H�[�S�R�U�W�����L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\�����L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W�����E�D�Q�N�L�Q�J�����L�Q�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H�����À�V�F�D�O���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V�����D�Q�Q�X�D�O���E�X�G�J�H�W���H�W�F�����D�Q�G���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���L�Q�S�X�W�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���U�H�O�D�W�L�Q�J���W�R��
�:�7�2�����8�1�&�7�$�'�����6�$�)�7�$�����%�,�0�6�7���(�&�����$�6�(�$�1�����5�7�$�����)�7�$�����%�7�$�����7�,�)�$�����.�X�Q�P�L�Q�J���,�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�����%�,�%�1�����6�$�6�(�&���H�W�F��

Product Development and Management
�)�R�U���H�Q�V�X�U�L�Q�J���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���H�[�S�R�U�W���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V�����W�K�H���H�[�S�R�U�W���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�U�D�G�H���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���W�U�D�G�H���E�R�G�L�H�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�L�Q�J���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���F�R�X�U�V�H�V����

�V�H�P�L�Q�D�U�V�����D�Q�G���Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S�V���I�R�U���D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���D�Q�G���V�N�L�O�O���R�I���H�Q�W�U�H�S�U�H�Q�H�X�U�V���D�Q�G���R�I�À�F�L�D�O�V���R�I���H�[�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���À�U�P�V���I�R�U���W�K�H��
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�I���H�[�S�R�U�W���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V�����T�X�D�O�L�W�\���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���W�K�H�L�U���P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���V�\�V�W�H�P�����)�%�&�&�,���K�D�V���I�R�U�P�H�G���D���4�X�D�O�L�W�\���)�R�U�X�P���W�L�W�O�H�G���´�)�%�&�&�,��
�4�X�D�O�L�W�\�� �)�R�U�X�P�µ���Z�K�L�F�K���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���W�R���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�L�Q�J�� �,�6�2�� ���������� �4�X�D�O�L�W�\�� �0�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���6�\�V�W�H�P�����4�0�6������ �,�6�2��
�������������(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���0�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���6�\�V�W�H�P�����(�0�6�������+�D�]�D�U�G���$�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���&�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���&�R�Q�W�U�R�O���3�R�L�Q�W�����+�$�&�&�3�������)�R�R�G���6�D�I�H�W�\���3�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H���H�W�F��

�,�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���3�U�R�M�H�F�W�V
The tra debodies have been preparing, implementing 

and evaluating different projects for entrepreneurship 
development and other export related matters with the 
technical and financial assistance of donor agencies like 
�:�R�U�O�G���%�D�Q�N�����,�7�&�����8�1�'�3�����*�7�=���H�W�F��

Business Forum for Exchange of Views
�7�K�H�� �S�U�L�Y�D�W�H�� �W�U�D�G�H�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�F�W�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �I�R�U�X�P�V�� �I�R�U��

exchanging views on trade and economy as well as export 
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�� �D�P�R�Q�J�� �G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�� �&�K�D�P�E�H�U���� �$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q��
members, Government agencies and local/ foreign and 
�L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �7�K�H�\�� �F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�V����
c o n f e r e n c e s ,  s e m i n a r s / 
workshops/ symposia etc. for 

the promotion of country’s export as well as trade, commerce and investment. They also conduct research on 
burning policy issues including export promotion.

Trade Agreements with Overseas Chambers of Commerce and Industry
�)�%�&�&�,�� �D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���O�H�D�G�L�Q�J�� �&�K�D�P�E�H�U�V�����$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H���0�H�P�R�U�D�Q�G�X�P���R�I�� �8�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�� ���0�2�8���� �Z�L�W�K��

many overseas Chambers of Commerce and Industry, Regional and International Chambers and other business 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���S�U�R�P�R�W�L�R�Q���R�I���E�L�O�D�W�H�U�D�O���W�U�D�G�H���D�Q�G���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W��
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Success and Potentials of Export Trade of Bangladesh
�(�[�S�R�U�W�� �3�U�R�P�R�W�L�R�Q�� �%�X�U�H�D�X�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �H�[�H�F�X�W�L�Q�J��

�L�W�V�� �I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �U�H�O�H�Q�W�O�H�V�V�O�\�� �W�R�� �D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�� �H�T�X�L�O�L�E�U�L�X�P��
in the foreign trade and economic growth through 
continues development and promotion of the 
export trade of the country by sustaining in the 
rapid changing and stiff competitive global trade. 
�$�P�R�Q�J�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�P�L�Q�H�Q�W�� �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V��
are-expansion of production of exportable 
products, product diversification, inclusion 
of new products in the export basket, policy 
support in the development of export trade, 
�F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���� �S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�� �	�� �G�L�V�V�H�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�U�D�G�H��
information, compilation export data as well as 
�H�[�S�R�U�W�� �P�D�U�N�H�W�L�Q�J�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���� �(�[�S�R�U�W�� �P�D�U�N�H�W�� �L�V��
being expanded rapidly due to timely initiative 
�R�I�� �(�[�S�R�U�W�� �3�U�R�P�R�W�L�R�Q�� �%�X�U�H�D�X���� �(�[�S�R�U�W�� �G�H�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q��
of Bangladesh was limited within 68 countries 
�G�X�U�L�Q�J�� ���������������� �)�<���� �Q�R�Z�� �L�W�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �H�[�W�H�Q�G�H�G��
�W�R�� �������� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���� �:�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �U�R�E�X�V�W�� �O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S�� �D�Q�G��
strategic planning of Ministry of Commerce 
�D�Q�G�� �(�[�S�R�U�W�� �3�U�R�P�R�W�L�R�Q�� �%�X�U�H�D�X�� �H�[�S�R�U�W�� �H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J��
during 2009-2010 has been achieved amounted 
to US$ 16204.65 million. The export growth has 
�U�H�J�L�V�W�H�U�H�G���D�U�R�X�Q�G���������� �G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �-�X�O�\���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�� �R�I�� �)�<��
���������������������� �� �(�[�S�R�U�W�� �J�U�R�Z�W�K�� �U�H�J�L�V�W�H�U�H�G�� ������������ �L�Q��

���������������������L�Q���F�R�P�S�D�U�L�V�R�Q���W�R���������������������(�[�S�R�U�W���3�U�R�P�R�W�L�R�Q���%�X�U�H�D�X���L�V���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���D���J�U�H�D�W���U�R�O�H���L�Q���S�U�R�G�X�F�W���G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�W���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W����
�(�[�S�R�U�W�D�E�O�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�W���G�X�U�L�Q�J�������������������Z�D�V�����������D�W���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���L�W���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���W�R�����������S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V�����7�K�R�X�J�K���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���L�V���H�[�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J�����������S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V����
but the major share of export earning is limited to only few products. Main players in the export earning are readymade garments, jute and 
�M�X�W�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���� �I�U�R�]�H�Q���I�R�R�G���� �O�H�D�W�K�H�U���D�Q�G���O�H�D�W�K�H�U���J�R�R�G�V���� �D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���D�Q�G���K�R�P�H���W�H�[�W�L�O�H�����$�P�R�Q�J�� �W�K�H���H�[�S�R�U�W�D�E�O�H���������� �H�[�S�R�U�W���H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �L�V��
being achieved by readymade garments sector. 

�$�V�� �D�Q�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�� �R�I�� �H�[�S�R�U�W�� �G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q���� �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �H�[�S�R�U�W�� �S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���� �H�L�J�K�W�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V�� �V�X�F�K�� �D�V�� ������ �D�J�U�R��
products and agro-processing products; 2)   light engineering products (including auto-parts and bicycles); 3) footwear and leather products; 4) 
pharmaceutical products 5) software and ICT products; 6) home textile; 7) the sea-bound ship building Industries; and 8) toiletries products 
�K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���L�G�H�Q�W�L�À�H�G���D�V���K�L�J�K�H�V�W���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�\���V�H�F�W�R�U���D�Q�G���������S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���V�X�F�K���D�V�����������F�U�X�V�K�H�G���D�Q�G���À�Q�L�V�K�H�G���O�H�D�W�K�H�U���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���������������I�U�R�]�H�Q���À�V�K���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q��
�D�Q�G���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�L�Q�J�����������K�D�Q�G�L�F�U�D�I�W�V���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V�����������H�O�H�F�W�U�L�F���D�Q�G���H�O�H�F�W�U�R�Q�L�F���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���������������I�U�H�V�K���Á�R�Z�H�U���D�Q�G���I�R�O�L�D�J�H�����������M�X�W�H���D�Q�G���M�X�W�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V�����������K�D�Q�G��
woven textiles from hill areas (pahari tant bostro); 8) uncut diamond; and 9) producing herbal plants, medicine and medicinal products; 10) 
�F�H�U�D�P�L�F���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���D�Q�G���P�H�O�D�P�L�Q�H�������������S�O�D�V�W�L�F���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V�����D�Q�G�����������I�X�U�Q�L�W�X�U�H���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�H�V�����K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���L�G�H�Q�W�L�À�H�G���D�V���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���V�H�F�W�R�U�V����

���$�� �I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O�� �U�H�S�R�U�W�� �R�Q�� �C�C�(�[�S�R�U�W�� �R�I�� �6�K�L�S�� �I�U�R�P�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���� �3�U�R�E�O�H�P�V�� �D�Q�G�� �3�U�R�V�S�H�F�W�V�·�·�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �S�U�H�S�D�U�H�G���W�R�� �P�D�N�H�� �D�Q�� �D�F�W�L�R�Q�� �S�O�D�Q�� �L�Q��
order to develop the ship building sector. To implement the recommendation made in the said report, a standing committee headed by Vice-

�&�K�D�L�U�P�D�Q���R�I�� �(�3�%���K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q���I�R�U�P�X�O�D�W�H�G�����7�K�H�� �F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���K�D�V�� �D�O�U�H�D�G�\�� �S�U�H�S�D�U�H�G���W�K�H�� �V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F�� �S�O�D�Q���E�\�� �U�H�Y�L�H�Z�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �J�L�Y�H�Q���D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H�V�� �W�R���W�K�L�V��
sector. It is hoped that if the recommendations are implemented then the ship building industry will be emerged as a promising sector in 
�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���� �,�W�� �L�V�� �Z�R�U�W�K�� �P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W�� �E�\�� �H�[�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J�� �V�K�L�S�� �W�R�� �(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q�� �8�Q�L�R�Q�� ���(�8���� �D�Q�G�� �0�R�]�D�P�E�L�T�X�H�� �8�6�� ���� �D�P�R�X�Q�W�H�G�� �W�R�� ������������ �P�L�O�O�L�R�Q��
�K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�G���G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �)�<�� ���������������������� �&�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�H���I�X�U�Q�L�W�X�U�H���V�H�F�W�R�U���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���P�D�U�N�H�W���D���I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W��
�K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���S�U�H�S�D�U�H�G���W�R���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���W�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�R�U���D�Q�G���D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Z�R�U�N���S�O�D�Q���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���I�R�U�P�X�O�D�W�H�G���D�V���D���S�D�U�W���R�I�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J�� �D�V���Z�H�O�O���� �(�[�S�R�U�W��
Promotion Bureau has undertaken initiative to conduct export promotional activities at the village level under One District One Product 
���2�'�2�3���� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P���� ������ �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V�� �I�U�R�P�� ������ �G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�V�� �K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�À�H�G�� �D�V�� �D�Q�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�� �R�I�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���X�Q�G�H�U�� �W�K�L�V�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�����$�W�� �W�K�H��
�S�U�H�O�L�P�L�Q�D�U�\���V�W�D�J�H���P�X�O�W�L�I�D�U�L�R�X�V���V�W�H�S�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���X�Q�G�H�U�W�D�N�H�Q���W�R���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���D�J�D�U���Z�R�R�G���	���D�W�R�U�����F�O�D�\���W�D�O�O�\���D�Q�G���U�X�E�E�H�U���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�L�V���V�D�L�G���S�U�R�J�U�D�P������

�,�W�� �L�V�� �Z�R�U�W�K�� �P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W�� �D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �V�W�D�W�L�V�W�L�F�V�� �J�L�Y�H�Q�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���7�U�D�G�H�� �2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����,�7�2������ �P�R�V�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�L�Q�J��
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� �R�I�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�G���Q�H�J�D�W�L�Y�H�� �W�U�H�Q�G���L�Q�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �H�[�S�R�U�W���G�X�U�L�Q�J�� ���������������������� �%�X�W���G�X�H�� �W�R���G�\�Q�D�P�L�F�� �D�Q�G���H�I�À�F�L�H�Q�W���O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�����W�K�H���H�[�S�R�U�W���J�U�R�Z�W�K���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���Z�D�V���S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���S�H�U�L�R�G���G�H�V�S�L�W�H���W�K�H���J�O�R�E�D�O���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���P�H�O�W�G�R�Z�Q�����:�K�L�O�H���H�[�S�R�U�W��
growth of India (-2.81%), Bhutan (-5%), Pakistan (-13.44%), Sri-Lanka (-13.14%), Maldives (-38.89%), Indonesia (-14.97%), Malaysia 
���������������������D�Q�G���7�K�D�L�O�D�Q�G�����������������������D�Q�G���D�G�M�R�L�Q�L�Q�J���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���Z�D�V���Q�H�J�D�W�L�Y�H�����'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���À�V�F�D�O���\�H�D�U���R�I�����������������������H�[�S�R�U�W���W�D�U�J�H�W���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q��
�À�[�H�G���D�W���8�6�������������������������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�����'�X�U�L�Q�J���-�X�O�\���'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�������������R�I���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���À�V�F�D�O���\�H�D�U�����������������������H�[�S�R�U�W���H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�G���Z�R�U�W�K���8�6����
10263.64 million, which is 41.00% more than the same period of the previous year.

The idea of holding Dhaka International Trade Fair (DITF) originated 
with a view to give the local entrepreneurs the opportunity to see the various 
products being produced by their counterparts abroad. Ministry of Commerce 
�D�Q�G�� �(�[�S�R�U�W�� �3�U�R�P�R�W�L�R�Q�� �%�X�U�H�D�X�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �M�R�L�Q�W�O�\�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �'�,�7�)�� �V�L�Q�F�H��
1995. Five hundred and thirty one companies including local and foreign 
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �'�,�7�)�������������� �(�[�S�R�U�W�� �R�U�G�H�U�� �D�P�R�X�Q�W�H�G�� �W�R���7�N��������
crore have been achieved through DITF-2011.

�:�L�W�K���D�� �Y�L�H�Z�� �W�R���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H���H�[�S�R�U�W���W�U�D�G�H���E�\�� �F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J���G�L�U�H�F�W���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q��
�V�X�S�S�O�L�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �H�[�K�L�E�L�W�R�U�V�� �´�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���&�K�L�Q�D�� �)�U�L�H�Q�G�V�K�L�S�� �(�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q�� �&�H�Q�W�U�H�µ����
�S�U�R�M�H�F�W���K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q���W�D�N�H�Q���X�Q�G�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �À�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���R�I�� �&�K�L�Q�H�V�H�� �*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W����
�,�Q�� �W�K�H�� �P�H�D�Q�W�L�P�H�� �W�K�H�� �V�D�L�G�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G���E�\�� �W�K�H�� �(�&�1�(�&�� �R�Q�� ������
�'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�� �������������$�W�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �W�D�N�H�Q�� �W�R�� �D�F�T�X�L�U�H�� �D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�Y�H��
site for implementation of the project. Moreover, to accelerate the export, 
promotional activities initiative has been undertaken to construct National 
�(�[�S�R�U�W�� �+�R�X�V�H�� �W�R�� �&�R�Q�G�X�F�W�� �W�K�H�� �(�[�S�R�U�W�� �U�H�O�D�W�H�G�� �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �(�3�%�·�6�� �R�Z�Q��
�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�����$�� �3�O�R�W�� �O�R�F�D�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �(�������%�� �X�Q�G�H�U�� �6�K�H�U�H���%�D�Q�J�O�D���1�D�J�D�U�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q��
�D�O�O�R�W�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���I�D�Y�R�U���R�I���(�3�%���W�R���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W���W�K�H���V�D�L�G���S�U�R�M�H�F�W��

To expand and to consolidate export market as well as to introduce our 
�H�[�S�R�U�W�D�E�O�H�� �L�W�H�P�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �R�Y�H�U�V�H�D�V�� �P�D�U�N�H�W���� �(�[�S�R�U�W�� �3�U�R�P�R�W�L�R�Q�� �%�X�U�H�D�X�� �W�D�N�H�V�� �S�D�U�W�� �L�Q�� �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �I�D�L�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�V�� �6�L�Q�J�O�H�� �&�R�X�Q�W�U�\���7�U�D�G�H��
�(�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q�V�� �L�Q�� �G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���� �'�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �I�L�V�F�D�O�� �\�H�D�U���������������������� �(�3�%�� �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �D�V�� �P�D�Q�\�� �D�V�� �������,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���7�U�D�G�H�� �)�D�L�U�V�� �D�Q�G��
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���������6�L�Q�J�O�H���&�R�X�Q�W�U�\���7�U�D�G�H���(�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q�V�����$�V���D���U�H�V�X�O�W���H�[�S�R�U�W���R�U�G�H�U���Z�R�U�W�K���8�6�������������������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�G�����0�R�U�H�R�Y�H�U�����D�V���D���S�D�U�W��
�R�I���H�[�S�R�U�W���P�D�U�N�H�W���H�[�S�D�Q�V�L�R�Q���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�����Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���F�D�U�U�L�H�G���R�X�W���W�R���V�H�Q�G���W�U�D�G�H���G�H�O�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���5�X�V�V�L�D�����8�N�U�D�L�Q�H�����:�H�V�W���$�I�U�L�F�D���D�Q�G��
�%�U�D�]�L�O��

�,�Q���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���(�[�S�R�U�W�H�U�·�V���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���H�[�S�R�U�W���W�U�D�G�H���D�U�H�Q�D���H�[�S�R�U�W���W�U�R�S�K�\���D�Q�G���&�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O�O�\���,�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���3�H�U�V�R�Q�����&�,�3�����F�D�U�G���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q��
�D�Z�D�U�G�H�G���H�Y�H�U�\���\�H�D�U�����7�K�H���H�I�I�R�U�W���X�Q�G�H�U�W�D�N�H�Q���E�\���(�3�%���F�U�H�D�W�H�V���W�K�H���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�Y�H���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���H�[�S�R�U�W�H�U�V���W�K�D�W���U�H�V�X�O�W���L�Q���I�D�Y�R�U�D�E�O�H���L�P�S�D�F�W��
�R�Q���H�[�S�R�U�W���W�U�D�G�H���� �6�H�Y�H�Q�W�\�� �À�Y�H���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V���X�Q�G�H�U�������� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���F�D�W�H�J�R�U�L�H�V���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���D�Z�D�U�G�H�G���J�R�O�G���� �V�L�O�Y�H�U���D�Q�G���E�U�R�Q�]�H���W�U�R�S�K�L�H�V���H�D�F�K���\�H�D�U�����$�S�D�U�W��
from this, in recognition of exporter’s achievement in different product categories, 125 outstanding businessmen and 40 individual (as ex-
�R�I�À�F�L�R���H�[�S�R�U�W�H�U�V�����K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���G�H�F�O�D�U�H�G���D�V���&�,�3�����L�Q���H�[�S�R�U�W���F�D�W�H�J�R�U�\����
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Bangladesh IT Industry Going Global
�� �� �� �� �� �� �����������+�D�E�L�E�X�O�O�D�K���1���.�D�U�L�P�


The information technology industry in Bangladesh has 
gradually come of age and today accounts for more than Taka 
25 billion or USD 350 million in annual revenues. It is still a 
tiny blip compared to a GDP nearing USD 100 billion but it’s 
a noticeable blip that is growing markedly each year. Twenty 
years ago the IT industry was predominantly a hardware vendors 
market with little or no value addition locally. Today there 
are more than 320 software and IT services firms registered 
�D�V�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �6�R�I�W�Z�D�U�H�� �D�Q�G��
�,�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�� ���%�$�6�,�6���� �W�K�D�W�� �D�G�G�V�� �L�Q�� �H�[�F�H�V�V�� �R�I�� �8�6�'�� ��������
million in value through a full spectrum software and IT services 
for both domestic as well as overseas clientele. The growth in 
�%�$�6�,�6���P�H�P�E�H�U�V�K�L�S���L�V���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���,�7���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���I�R�U���D���Q�X�P�E�H�U��
of reasons – (a) it indicates a deepening of the IT skills available 

�O�R�F�D�O�O�\�����E�����L�W���P�D�Q�L�I�H�V�W�V���J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�À�G�H�Q�F�H���R�I���J�O�R�E�D�O���D�Q�G���O�R�F�D�O���E�X�\�H�U�V���R�Q���O�R�F�D�O���,�7���W�D�O�H�Q�W���D�Q�G�����F�����L�W���P�D�U�N�V���D���F�O�H�D�U���G�H�S�D�U�W�X�U�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
entrepreneurship model based on physical-labour-intensive production industries.

Bangladesh today is the third largest exporter of apparels and this industry will continue to dominate our export basket-for the foreseeable 
future. However, as our literacy rate, secondary education rate and most importantly our tertiary education rate improves, our capacity for 
knowledge-based industries also increases. This is evident from the fact that Bangladesh has had more than 60 call centres set up with a 
combined capacity of over 2,000 seats in a span of only two years since 2007. Software and graphic design service exporters raked in nearly 
USD 33 million from July 2008 to June 2009 - an increase of 32% from the previous year - despite severe economic recession in most buying 
countries. The growth trend is getting stronger with time as IT entrepreneurs scale up their operations riding on increased overseas market 
penetrations and bigger investments.

�7�K�H���J�U�R�Z�W�K���L�Q���V�R�I�W�Z�D�U�H���D�Q�G���,�7�� �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���H�[�S�R�U�W�V���L�Q������������������ �À�V�F�D�O���\�H�D�U���L�V���V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\�� �V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W���V�L�Q�F�H���J�U�R�Z�W�K���Z�D�V���V�O�L�J�K�W�O�\�� �Q�H�J�D�W�L�Y�H���L�Q���W�K�H��
�S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�� �W�Z�R���\�H�D�U�V�����$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J�� �W�R���V�R�P�H���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�� �F�O�L�P�D�W�H���V�X�U�Y�H�\�V�� �G�R�Q�H���L�Q���H�D�U�O�\�� ������������ �W�K�H���V�O�X�J�J�L�V�K�� �H�[�S�R�U�W���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H���L�Q���,�7�� �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�� �W�K�H�Q��
was due in large part to the political uncertainty prevailing in the country in that period. However, the return to robust growth points to the 
fundamentally strong base of the industry that is hungry for bigger successes in the coming years.

�:�K�D�W���L�V���� �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �P�R�U�H�� �V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W���L�V�� �W�K�D�W���P�D�Q�\�� �R�I�� �R�X�U�� �,�7�� �F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V�� �D�U�H�� �Y�H�Q�W�X�U�L�Q�J�� �R�I�I���V�K�R�U�H�� �D�Q�G�� �J�D�U�Q�H�U�L�Q�J�� �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�V�D�E�O�H�� �I�R�R�W�S�U�L�Q�W�V�� �L�Q��

industries such as IP telephony solutions to high- end server 
maintenance services in many countries. This is certainly a 
welcome trend in an industry where skills and competencies are 
mostly universal. Bangladesh’s education system has deeply 
�H�Q�W�U�H�Q�F�K�H�G�� �O�L�Q�N�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �(�Q�J�O�L�V�K�� �O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�� �R�Y�H�U�� �P�D�Q�\���F�H�Q�W�X�U�L�H�V����
�7�K�L�V�� �K�D�V�� �P�D�G�H�� �(�Q�J�O�L�V�K�� �W�K�H�� �G�H�� �I�D�F�W�R�� �V�H�F�R�Q�G�� �O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���� �:�K�D�W�·�V��
�P�R�U�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���W�K�R�X�J�K�����(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���L�V���W�K�H���S�U�L�P�D�U�\���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���R�I���W�U�D�G�H��
and commerce here which makes Bangladesh a very attractive 
�G�H�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �I�R�U�� �V�R�I�W�Z�D�U�H�� �	�� �,�7�� �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�� �R�I�I�V�K�R�U�L�Q�J�����7�K�H���:�R�U�O�G��
Bank in a study conducted in 2008 concluded that as one of the 
�O�D�U�J�H�V�W���$�Q�J�O�R�S�K�R�Q�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���L�V���S�R�L�V�H�G��
�I�R�U�� �W�U�L�S�O�H�� �G�L�J�L�W�� �J�U�R�Z�W�K�� �L�Q�� �L�W�V�� �H�[�S�R�U�W���R�I�� �V�R�I�W�Z�D�U�H�� �	�� �,�7�� �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V����
�7�K�H���:�%�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V�� �V�X�F�K�� �H�[�S�R�U�W�V�� �W�R�� �H�[�F�H�H�G�� �8�6�'�� �������� �P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�� �E�\��
2014. In another development the Geneva-based International 
Trade Centre in a study on the IT enabled services industry 
concluded that this segment of the software and IT services 

�L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���Z�L�O�O���U�H�D�F�K���8�6�'�����������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���L�Q���H�[�S�R�U�W���U�H�Y�H�Q�X�H���E�\���������������,�Q���D���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���V�W�X�G�\���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���-�D�S�D�Q���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���&�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���$�J�H�Q�F�\��
���-�,�&�$�����L�Q���������������������W�K�H�\���U�D�Q�N�H�G���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���D�K�H�D�G���R�I���D�O�O���R�W�K�H�U���R�I�I�V�K�R�U�L�Q�J���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���L�Q���$�V�L�D���H�[�F�H�S�W���,�Q�G�L�D���D�Q�G���&�K�L�Q�D���R�Q���V�R�I�W�Z�D�U�H���	���,�7���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V��
competencies. However, in terms of competitiveness Bangladesh ranked at the top.

�:�L�W�K���V�X�F�K���I�D�Y�R�X�U�D�E�O�H���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���V�R�I�W�Z�D�U�H���D�Q�G���,�7���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���K�H�U�H�����L�W�·�V���Q�R���Z�R�Q�G�H�U���W�K�D�W���P�D�Q�\���J�O�R�E�D�O���V�R�I�W�Z�D�U�H���D�Q�G���,�7���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V��
companies are setting up their captive operations here and at the same time many local players are going global with their offerings. It’s time 

this industry took to the wings and reached ever greater heights 
for all to see.

�
�7�K�H�� �D�X�W�K�R�U�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�� �I�R�X�Q�G�H�U�� �&�(�2�� �R�I�� �7�H�F�K�Q�R�K�D�Y�H�Q�� �&�R�P�S�D�Q�\��
Limited (www.technohaven.com) and the current president of 
�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �6�R�I�W�Z�D�U�H�� �	�� �,�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V��
���Z�Z�Z���%�$�6�,�6���R�U�J���E�G�������+�H���F�D�Q���E�H���U�H�D�F�K�H�G���D���K�Q�N�D�U�L�P�#�J�P�D�L�O���F�R�P
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Sector Opportunities: Ship Building Industry of Bangladesh
Introduction
�:�D�W�H�U�� �W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���L�V�� �W�K�H�� �F�K�H�D�S�H�V�W���R�Q�H�� �L�Q�� �H�Y�H�U�\�� �S�D�U�W�V���R�I�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�U�O�G���� �6�R�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �V�W�D�U�W�H�G���J�L�Y�L�Q�J�� �G�X�H�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H�� �W�R�� �Z�D�W�H�U�� �W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�V�� �V�L�Q�F�H�� �W�K�H��

economic activities started. Bangladesh has a long history of shipbuilding as regards riverine, coastal and ocean-faring vessels. The large 
international market for small ocean-faring vessels, the impact of labor cost on such vessels and abundance of skilled labor at low price have 
made Bangladesh a competitive shipbuilding country.  

Market share of world shipbuilding industry in 21st century
�7�K�H���J�O�R�E�D�O���V�K�L�S�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���L�V���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���G�R�P�L�Q�D�W�H�G���E�\���6�R�X�W�K���.�R�U�H�D�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���E�\���I�D�U���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�·�V���O�D�U�J�H�V�W���V�K�L�S�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����,�Q���V�S�L�W�H���R�I���K�L�J�K��

�O�D�E�R�U���F�R�V�W�V�����6�R�X�W�K���.�R�U�H�D���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���P�R�U�H���V�K�L�S�V���L�Q�������������W�K�D�Q���W�K�H���H�Q�W�L�U�H���U�H�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�·�V���F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G���R�X�W�S�X�W�����,�W�V���S�U�H�H�P�L�Q�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���L�V��
�O�D�U�J�H�O�\���G�X�H���W�R���6�R�X�W�K���.�R�U�H�D�·�V���K�L�J�K�O�\���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�G���V�K�L�S�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\�����W�K�H���V�W�U�R�Q�J���Z�R�U�N���H�W�K�L�F���R�I���W�K�H���O�D�E�R�U���I�R�U�F�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���K�L�J�K���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���D�Q�G��
�H�I�À�F�L�H�Q�F�\���R�I���6�R�X�W�K���.�R�U�H�D�Q���V�K�L�S�E�X�L�O�G�H�U�V��

�&�K�L�Q�D���L�V���D���I�D�V�W���H�P�H�U�J�L�Q�J���V�K�L�S�E�X�L�O�G�H�U���W�K�D�W���L�V���S�R�L�V�H�G���W�R���R�Y�H�U�W�D�N�H���6�R�X�W�K���.�R�U�H�D���L�Q���W�K�H���I�X�W�X�U�H�����D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���L�W�V���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���L�V���O�L�P�L�W�H�G���P�D�L�Q�O�\��
�W�R���O�R�Z���F�R�V�W���E�D�V�L�F���Y�H�V�V�H�O�V�����+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���V�K�L�S�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���L�V���V�W�L�O�O���G�R�P�L�Q�D�W�H�G���E�\���8�6���D�Q�G���(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V��������

Present position of shipbuilding industry in Bangladesh
�0�D�M�R�U���V�K�L�S�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���.�R�U�H�D�����&�K�L�Q�D�����-�D�S�D�Q�����D�Q�G���9�L�H�W�Q�D�P���K�D�Y�H���D�O�O���P�R�Y�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���I�R�F�X�V���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���O�D�U�J�H���R�F�H�D�Q���I�D�U�L�Q�J��

�Y�H�V�V�H�O�V�����I�R�U���Z�K�L�F�K���O�H�V�V���L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���O�D�E�R�U���L�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G�����7�K�L�V�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����K�D�V���O�H�I�W���D�Q���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���I�R�U���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���O�L�N�H���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���W�R���S�U�R�G�X�F�H��
�V�P�D�O�O���V�L�]�H�G���R�F�H�D�Q���I�D�U�L�Q�J���Y�H�V�V�H�O�V�����Q�R�W���H�[�F�H�H�G�L�Q�J�����������������'�H�D�G���:�H�L�J�K�W���7�R�Q�Q�D�J�H�����'�:�7�����F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\�����%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�����,�Q�G�L�D���D�Q�G���,�Q�G�R�Q�H�V�L�D���D�U�H���W�U�\�L�Q�J��
to avail this opportunity as all of them have abundant and low waged labors. Moreover, they have skilled and semi skilled labors in this 
�V�H�F�W�R�U���I�R�U���P�D�Q�\���G�H�F�D�G�H�V�����&�D�U�J�R���Y�H�V�V�H�O�V���X�Q�G�H�U���L�Q�O�D�Q�G���V�K�L�S�S�L�Q�J���R�U�G�L�Q�D�Q�F�H���E�H�J�D�Q���G�X�U�L�Q�J���H�L�J�K�W�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K���V�L�]�H�V���I�U�R�P�����������'�:�7���W�R�����������'�:�7�����6�X�F�K��
�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���G�L�G���Q�R�W���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���D�Q�\���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���G�R�F�N�\�D�U�G���R�U���V�K�L�S�\�D�U�G�����7�K�H�V�H���Y�H�V�V�H�O�V���Z�H�U�H���E�X�L�O�W���R�Q���E�D�U�H���O�D�Q�G���R�Q���W�K�H���U�L�Y�H�U���V�L�G�H�����V�F�D�W�W�H�U�H�G���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H��
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���Z�K�H�U�H���H�O�H�F�W�U�L�F�L�W�\���Z�D�V���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���R�Q���W�K�H���U�L�Y�H�U���E�D�Q�N�V���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���L�Q�O�D�Q�G���Y�H�V�V�H�O�V���Á�R�X�U�L�V�K�H�G�����3�U�H�V�H�Q�W�O�\�����W�K�H���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�H�V��
�P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J���U�R�Z���I�H�U�U�L�H�V�����W�X�J���E�R�D�W�V�����À�V�K�L�Q�J���W�U�D�Z�O�H�U�V�����L�Q�O�D�Q�G���R�L�O���W�D�Q�N�H�U�V�����H�W�F�����D�U�H���F�D�W�H�U�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���O�R�F�D�O���G�H�P�D�Q�G�����:�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�K�L�S���E�U�H�D�N�L�Q�J���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\��

�6�K�L�S�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���3�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q������������������
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flourishing in Chittagong, availability of steel plates 
boosted the inland shipbuilding in the early nineties 
and various shipyards started to emerge in this sector. 
�$�V�� �R�I�� �W�R�G�D�\���� �D�E�R�X�W�� �������� �O�R�F�D�O�O�\���E�X�L�O�W�� �F�D�U�J�R�� �Y�H�V�V�H�O�V��
�R�I�� �Y�D�U�\�L�Q�J�� �V�L�]�H�V���I�U�R�P�� �������� �'�:�7�� �W�R�� ���������� �'�:�7�� �D�U�H��
now operating and one thousand vessels having 1000 
passengers capacity each are transporting passengers 
on our inland riverine roots. Moreover, today there are 
about 300 small and large dockyards, generating about 
100,000 jobs. 

�$�� �W�R�W�D�O���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I�� ������ �V�K�L�S�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\�� �K�D�V���V�R��
far been registered with Board of Investment (BOI). 
Out of these, 22 are local investment projects, 07 are 
joint venture projects and the rest one is 100% foreign 
owned project. The total proposed investment of these 
projects is around Taka 847 crore and bulk of which 
is local investment that comes around Taka 720 crore. 

�(�[�F�H�S�W�L�Q�J���D���I�H�Z�����P�R�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���L�W�H�P�V���R�I���S�U�R�G�X�F�W���D�U�H���U�H�Y�H�U�L�Q�H���D�Q�G���F�R�D�V�W�D�O���F�D�U�J�R�H�V�����U�R�Z���I�H�U�U�L�H�V�����W�X�J���E�R�D�W�V�����À�V�K�L�Q�J���W�U�D�Z�O�H�U�V�����L�Q�O�D�Q�G���R�L�O���W�D�Q�N�H�U�V���D�Q�G��
so on.  

Potential Bangladeshi Ocean –faring Shipbuilders
Potential ocean-faring vessel shipbuilders in Bangladesh:
�.�K�X�O�Q�D���6�K�L�S�\�D�U�G���/�W�G�����.�6�<�����L�V���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���R�Q���������������D�F�U�H�V�����D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�������������������P�ò�����R�I���O�D�Q�G���D�W���/�D�E�D�Q�F�K�D�U�D�����.�K�X�O�Q�D�����R�Q���W�K�H���E�D�Q�N���R�I���U�L�Y�H�U��

�4�D�]�L�� �%�D�F�K�D���� �E�U�D�Q�F�K���R�I�� �W�K�H���5�X�S�V�K�D���� �,�W���L�V���D�E�R�X�W�������� �N�P���Q�R�U�W�K���I�U�R�P���0�R�Q�J�O�D���6�H�D���3�R�U�W�����7�K�H���V�K�L�S�\�D�U�G���Z�D�V���I�R�X�Q�G�H�G���L�Q������������ �D�Q�G���F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�H�G��
�L�Q���������������,�W���Z�D�V���W�D�N�H�Q���R�Y�H�U���E�\���W�K�H���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���Q�D�Y�\���L�Q���������������,�W���K�D�V���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���I�R�U���V�H�U�Y�L�F�L�Q�J���V�K�L�S�V���D�Q�G���W�K�L�V���F�D�Q���E�H���W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�H�G���L�Q�W�R��
�R�F�H�D�Q���I�D�U�L�Q�J���Y�H�V�V�H�O���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���V�K�L�S�\�D�U�G���U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\���T�X�L�F�N�O�\���D�Q�G���Z�L�W�K���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W�O�\���O�H�V�V���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���W�K�D�Q���I�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���D���Q�H�Z���V�K�L�S�\�D�U�G��

�7�K�H���0�H�J�K�Q�D���*�U�R�X�S���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\���V�L�J�Q�H�G���D���8�6�����������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���G�H�D�O���Z�L�W�K���6�R�X�W�K���.�R�U�H�D�Q���V�K�L�S�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���J�L�D�Q�W���6�7�;���W�R���E�X�L�O�G���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�·�V���O�D�U�J�H�V�W���V�K�L�S��
�P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�\�����7�K�H���F�R�P�S�D�Q�\���Z�L�O�O���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���W�R���E�X�L�O�G���V�K�L�S�V���X�S���W�R�����������������'�:�7���D�Q�G���L�V���V�L�W�X�D�W�H�G���R�Q���������D�F�U�H�V���R�I���O�D�Q�G�����D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\��
�����������������P�ò�����R�Q���W�K�H���0�H�J�K�Q�D���5�L�Y�H�U�����7�K�H���0�H�J�K�Q�D���*�U�R�X�S���L�V���D�O�V�R���F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�O�D�W�L�Q�J���V�H�W�W�L�Q�J���X�S���D���V�W�H�H�O���S�O�D�Q�W���W�K�D�W���F�R�X�O�G���P�H�H�W���W�K�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���W�K�H��
shipbuilding industry.

�'�R�F�N�\�D�U�G���	���(�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�L�Q�J���:�R�U�N�V���/�L�P�L�W�H�G�����'�(�:�/�����L�V���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�·�V���R�O�G�H�V�W���V�K�L�S�E�X�L�O�G�H�U���D�Q�G���L�V���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���U�X�Q���E�\���W�K�H���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���1�D�Y�\�����,�W���K�D�V��
�D�O�U�H�D�G�\���P�D�G�H���D���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���W�R���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���L�W�V���H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J���L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���W�R���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���W�R���O�X�U�H���H�[�S�R�U�W���R�U�G�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���R�Y�H�U�V�H�D�V���E�X�\�H�U�V�����'�(�:�/���L�V��
�V�L�W�X�D�W�H�G���R�Q���������D�F�U�H�V�����D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�����������������P�ò�����R�I���O�D�Q�G���D�W���6�R�Q�D�N�D�Q�G�D���L�Q���1�D�U�D�\�D�Q�J�D�Q�M���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W���R�Q���W�K�H���E�D�Q�N���R�I���6�L�W�D�O�D�N�K�\�D���5�L�Y�H�U�����,�W���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���K�D�V��
�I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���5�R���5�R���I�H�U�U�L�H�V�����W�X�J�E�R�D�W�V�����L�Q�O�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���F�R�D�V�W�D�O���Y�H�V�V�H�O�V�����'�(�:�/���L�V���S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���W�R���L�Q�V�W�D�O�O���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���W�R���E�X�L�O�G���V�K�L�S�V���R�I���X�S���W�R��������������
�'�:�7��

�7�K�H���.�D�U�Q�D�S�K�X�O�L���E�D�V�H�G���5�D�Q�J�V���*�U�R�X�S���L�V���L�Q���W�K�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���R�I���V�H�W�W�L�Q�J���X�S���'�H�V�K���6�K�L�S�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���D�W���D���F�R�V�W���R�I���7�N�����������F�U�R�U�H�����D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���#������������
million) at Sadar Ghat in Chittagong.

�0�H�J�K�Q�D���*�K�D�W���E�D�V�H���.�K�D�Q���%�U�R�W�K�H�U�V���K�D�V���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�H�G���D�U�R�X�Q�G���7�N�����������F�U�R�U�H�����D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���������������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�����W�R���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���D���V�K�L�S�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H��
�D�W���*�D�]�D�U�L�D���L�Q���0�X�Q�V�K�L�J�D�Q�M���Q�H�D�U���W�K�H���0�H�J�K�Q�D���%�U�L�G�J�H���R�X�W�V�L�G�H���'�K�D�N�D��

�%�H�Q�J�D�O���(�O�H�F�W�U�L�F���K�D�V���D�F�T�X�L�U�H�G���D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���������D�F�U�H�V���������������������P�ò�����R�I���O�D�Q�G���L�Q���0�X�Q�V�K�L�J�D�Q�M���W�R���V�W�D�U�W���V�K�L�S�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���I�R�U���H�[�S�R�U�W�����7�K�H���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q��
work of slipway is now under way.
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Supply gap and opportunity for smaller ocean-faring shipbuilding
Huge supply gap for smaller ocean-faring ships has been created in the international market for different reasons. Some of the major 

�U�H�D�V�R�Q�V���D�U�H���� �������� �G�H�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���W�U�D�G�H���Y�R�O�X�P�H�V���G�X�H���W�R���W�K�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���F�U�L�V�H�V���D�V���W�K�H���V�P�D�O�O�H�U���V�K�L�S�V���G�R���Q�R�W���U�H�T�X�L�U�H��
�W�K�H���V�D�P�H���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�R�V�W���D�V���O�D�U�J�H�U���Y�H�V�V�H�O�V���������� �P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���K�D�O�I�� �W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Á�H�H�W���R�I�� �V�P�D�O�O�H�U���V�L�]�H���L�V���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q�������� �\�H�D�U�V���R�O�G���D�Q�G���Q�H�H�G���W�R��
�E�H���U�H�S�O�D�F�H�G���������� �J�H�W�W�L�Q�J�� �E�H�W�W�H�U���S�U�R�À�W���� �E�L�J�J�H�U���V�K�L�S�E�X�L�O�G�H�U�V���P�R�Y�H�G���I�U�R�P���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�� �V�P�D�O�O�H�U���R�F�H�D�Q���I�D�U�L�Q�J�� �V�K�L�S�V���W�R���V�X�S�H�U���V�K�L�S�V���� �Q�D�Y�H�O���V�K�L�S�V���� �K�X�J�H��
�F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�U�L�]�H�G���V�K�L�S�V���D�Q�G���V�R���R�Q���������� �D�O�O���W�K�H���E�L�J�� �V�K�L�S�\�D�U�G�V���L�Q���.�R�U�H�D���� �&�K�L�Q�D�����7�D�L�Z�D�Q���� �6�L�Q�J�D�S�R�U�H���� �D�Q�G���-�D�S�D�Q���D�U�H���E�R�R�N�H�G���D�S�S�D�U�H�Q�W�O�\�� �I�R�U���Q�H�[�W���W�H�Q��
�\�H�D�U�V���I�R�U���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���V�X�S�H�U���V�K�L�S�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���R�Z�Q�H�U�V���F�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���À�Q�G���\�D�U�G�V���W�R���E�X�L�O�G���W�K�H���V�P�D�O�O�H�U���Y�H�V�V�H�O�V���L�Q���W�K�R�V�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V��

The above factors eventually forced the owners to focus their attention to Bangladesh for smaller ocean-faring ships.  

Value addition in the shipbuilding industry in Bangladesh
Value added in the shipbuilding industry in Bangladesh is high when compared to the value added in other industries. In a study it is 

shown that the value added in Ready Made Garment (RMG) industry is ranging from 20% to 30% while shipbuilders estimate that value 
added in the shipbuilding industry varies between 30% and 40% at present, depending on how much of the design is done in Bangladesh, 
Over the long term it is estimated that value added could increase to at least 60% if certain raw materials and components are produced in 
Bangladesh.  

�6�N�L�O�O�H�G���:�R�U�N�I�R�U�F�H�����&�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�Y�H���/�D�E�R�U���&�R�V�W���D�Q�G���/�L�Q�J�X�L�V�W�L�F���6�N�L�O�O�V
�6�K�L�S�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�� �,�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O�� �6�H�F�W�R�U�� �U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V�� �I�R�X�U�� �G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���O�H�Y�H�O�V�� �R�I�� �V�N�L�O�O���� �8�Q�V�N�L�O�O�H�G�� �O�D�E�R�U�� �L�V�� �U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G�� �D�W���W�K�H�� �E�R�W�W�R�P�� �H�Q�G�����7�K�L�V�� �L�V�� �D�E�X�Q�G�D�Q�W�O�\��

�D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H�� �D�W���D�� �O�R�Z�H�U�� �F�R�V�W���� �0�R�V�W���R�I�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�E�R�U�� �U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G�� �L�V�� �D�W���W�K�H�� �V�H�P�L���V�N�L�O�O�H�G�� �O�H�Y�H�O���� �L���H���� �Z�H�O�G�H�U�V���� �S�L�S�H�� �À�W�W�H�U�V���� �V�K�L�S�� �À�W�W�H�U�V���� �S�D�L�Q�W�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �V�R�� �R�Q����
�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �K�D�V�� �D�Q�� �D�E�X�Q�G�D�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �V�H�P�L���V�N�L�O�O�H�G�� �O�D�E�R�U�����:�H�V�W�H�U�Q�� �0�D�U�L�Q�H�� �K�D�V�� �U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\�� �V�H�W�X�S�� �D�� �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �D�F�F�U�H�G�L�W�H�G�� �W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �F�H�Q�W�U�H�� �Z�K�L�O�H��
�$�Q�D�Q�G�D���K�D�V���L�W�V���R�Z�Q���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���W�R���W�U�D�L�Q���L�W�V���R�Z�Q���V�W�D�I�I�V�����7�K�H���V�K�L�S���E�U�H�D�N�L�Q�J���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���L�V���D�O�V�R���S�U�R�G�X�F�L�Q�J���K�X�J�H���V�H�P�L���V�N�L�O�O�H�G��
�O�D�E�R�U�V���L�Q�G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\�����$�W���W�K�H���W�K�L�U�G���O�H�Y�H�O���� �W�K�H���V�H�F�W�R�U���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V���M�X�Q�L�R�U���H�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�V���� �I�R�U�H�P�H�Q���D�Q�G���V�N�L�O�O�H�G���W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�L�D�Q�V�����7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���D�E�R�X�W���������� �S�R�O�\�W�H�F�K�Q�L�F��
institutes in Bangladesh who produce thousands of junior engineers and foremen every year. Moreover, every year many engineers, foremen 
and technicians return home from shipbuilding industries located outside the country to join in local shipbuilding industries. So, there 
�L�V�� �Q�R���V�K�R�U�W�D�J�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�L�V�� �O�H�Y�H�O���R�I�� �V�N�L�O�O�V���D�W���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�����$�W���W�K�H���W�R�S�� �H�Q�G���� �W�K�H���V�H�F�W�R�U���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V�� �K�L�J�K�O�\�� �V�N�L�O�O�H�G���Q�D�Y�D�O���H�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�V���� �Q�D�Y�D�O���D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H��
�'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I�� �1�D�Y�D�O���$�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�H�� �D�Q�G�� �0�D�U�L�Q�H�� �(�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�L�Q�J�� �X�Q�G�H�U�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �(�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G���7�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�V�� �Q�D�Y�D�O��
engineers and naval architects every year. But this is not enough for this growing industry. Recently some Bangladeshis have been trained to 
�W�K�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���O�H�Y�H�O���R�I���V�N�L�O�O���I�U�R�P���(�X�U�R�S�H����

The cost of semi-skilled labor (welders, fitters, painters) in Bangladesh is approximately 1/3 that of China and 2/3 that of Vietnam 
according to Germanischer Lloyds. Thus, this is a comparative advantage over other countries producing ocean-faring ships.

�(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���L�V���Z�L�G�H�O�\���V�S�R�N�H�Q���L�Q���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�����H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���D�W���P�D�Q�D�J�H�U�L�D�O���D�Q�G���V�X�S�H�U�Y�L�V�R�U�\���O�H�Y�H�O�����Z�K�H�U�H�����������R�I���V�W�D�I�I���L�V���Á�X�H�Q�W��

Entering export market of Bangladeshi ship
Cost-effective human resource in comparison with other 

shipbuilding nations and comparative advantages such as simple 
importation facility of raw materials, duty free market access 
for Bangladesh ships to other countries have encouraged the 
Bangladesh entrepreneurs of this sector to come forward in 
�H�[�S�R�U�W���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�������%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���J�R�W���L�W�V���À�U�V�W���H�[�S�R�V�X�U�H���R�I���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
shipbuilding in 1979. Japanese shipbuilding giant Mitsui 
�(�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �V�K�L�S�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �I�L�U�V�W�� �D�Q�G��
the largest joint venture shipyard with High Speed Shipbuilding 
�(�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�L�Q�J�� �&�R���� �/�W�G���� �D�W���)�D�W�X�O�O�D�K���� �'�K�D�N�D�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�H�U�H�� �D�E�O�H�� �W�R�� �E�X�L�O�G��
�H�L�J�K�W�� �J�U�D�L�Q�� �F�D�U�U�L�H�U�V�� �X�Q�G�H�U�� �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �W�H�Q�G�H�U�� �I�O�R�D�W�H�G�� �E�\�� �)�$�2��

according to the international classification. It built the first barge-mounted power plant for Rural Power 
�&�R�P�S�D�Q�\���� �V�H�Y�H�U�D�O�� �R�L�O�� �W�D�Q�N�H�U�V���� �À�U�V�W���P�R�Y�L�Q�J�� �S�D�W�U�R�O�� �E�R�D�W���I�R�U�� �1�D�Y�\�� �D�Q�G�� �W�U�R�R�S�V�� �F�D�U�U�L�H�U�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���$�U�P�\������
�,�Q���������������$�Q�D�Q�G�D���6�K�L�S�\�D�U�G�V���D�Q�G���6�O�L�S�Z�D�\�V�� �/�W�G���V�H�F�X�U�H�G���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���R�U�G�H�U���I�R�U���R�F�H�D�Q���I�D�U�L�Q�J�� �Y�H�V�V�H�O�V���I�U�R�P���D���K�L�J�K���H�Q�G��
�P�D�U�N�H�W���O�L�N�H�� �'�H�Q�P�D�U�N�� �E�\�� �F�R�P�S�H�W�L�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K�� �&�K�L�Q�H�V�H�� �D�Q�G���9�L�H�W�Q�D�P�H�V�H�� �V�K�L�S�E�X�L�O�G�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�H�G���W�K�H�� �À�U�V�W���V�K�L�S���L�Q��
�W�K�H���À�U�V�W���K�D�O�I���R�I���������������/�D�W�H�U���R�Q�����L�W���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���D���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���R�U�G�H�U�V���D�Q�G���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�H�G�����Z�K�L�O�H���D���V�H�F�R�Q�G���F�R�P�S�D�Q�\�����:�H�V�W�H�U�Q��
�0�D�U�L�Q�H���� �K�D�V�� �D�O�V�R�� �U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G�� �D�� �V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W���Q�X�P�E�H�U�� �R�I�� �R�U�G�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �D�O�U�H�D�G�\�� �G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�H�G�� �D�� �V�K�L�S�����$�Q�D�Q�G�D�� �6�K�L�S�\�D�U�G���K�D�V��
successfully completed 05 nos. of exportable ships. These have either been exported or in the process of export. 
�$�P�R�Q�J�� �W�K�H�V�H���� ������ �Y�H�V�V�H�O�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �E�H�H�Q�� �P�D�G�H�� �I�R�U�� �0�R�]�D�P�E�L�T�X�H�� �D�Q�G�� ������ �I�R�U�� �+�R�O�O�D�Q�G���� �0�R�U�H�R�Y�H�U���� ������ �0�X�O�W�L�� �3�X�U�S�R�V�H��
�&�D�U�J�R���9�H�V�V�H�O�V���D�U�H���X�Q�G�H�U���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���G�H�D�G���Z�H�L�J�K�W���I�U�R�P�������������'�:�7���W�R�������������'�:�7�����$�O�O���W�K�H�V�H���F�D�U�J�R���Y�H�V�V�H�O�V��

�Z�L�O�O���E�H�� �H�[�S�R�U�W�H�G���W�R���*�H�U�P�D�Q�\�����7�K�H�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �V�K�L�S�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�� �J�L�D�Q�W���¶�:�H�V�W�H�U�Q���0�D�U�L�Q�H�� �6�K�L�S�\�D�U�G�·�� �K�D�V�� �D�O�V�R�� �H�[�S�R�U�W�H�G�������� �)�O�R�D�W�L�Q�J�� �5�H�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q���9�H�V�V�H�O���W�R��
�)�L�Q�O�D�Q�G���R�Q�������W�K���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�����������������0�R�U�H�R�Y�H�U�����������P�R�U�H�������������'�:�7���0�X�O�W�L���3�X�U�S�R�V�H���&�D�U�J�R�H�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���H�[�S�R�U�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U���������������W�R���*�H�U�P�D�Q�\����
�$�Q�R�W�K�H�U�������� �Y�H�V�V�H�O�V���D�U�H���X�Q�G�H�U���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���Z�L�O�O���E�H���H�[�S�R�U�W�H�G���L�Q������������ �	�� ���������� �D�V���S�H�U���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���� �2�X�W���R�I�� �W�K�H�V�H�������� �H�[�S�R�U�W�D�E�O�H���Y�H�V�V�H�O�V���� ������ �D�U�H��
Passenger Boats to be built for Pakistan, 08 are Multi Purpose Cargoes to be constructed for Germany and rest 02 are also Multi Purpose 
Cargoes to be made for Denmark. This has attracted other local investors to invest in this sector. Most of them are trying to upgrade their 
existing facilities to meet the international standards.

�$�V���D���U�H�V�X�O�W���R�I���W�K�H���J�U�R�Z�W�K���L�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���W�U�D�G�H���Y�R�O�X�P�H�V�����W�K�H���P�D�U�N�H�W���I�R�U���V�P�D�O�O���R�F�H�D�Q���I�D�U�L�Q�J���Y�H�V�V�H�O�V���J�U�H�Z���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W�O�\���D�Q�G���L�V���Q�R�Z���H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�G��
to be as big as US$ 400 billion annually. Several sources are optimistic that Bangladesh could achieve at least 1% market share, i.e. exports 
of as much as US$4 billion annually. Moreover, it is estimated that shipbuilding industry could become the second biggest exporting industry 
in Bangladesh by 2015.

Investment opportunities for shipbuilding industry in Bangladesh.
Long shipbuilding history
�$�P�S�O�H���V�X�S�S�O�\���R�I���V�N�L�O�O�H�G���O�D�E�R�U
Low cost, high productivity labor
�/�D�E�R�U�·�V���.�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���R�I���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K�����D�V���F�R�P�S�D�U�H�G���W�R���&�K�L�Q�D���9�L�H�W�Q�D�P��
�$�F�F�U�H�G�L�W�H�G���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���W�R���W�U�D�L�Q���D�U�W�L�V�D�Q�V
Riverine nature of the country
�$�O�O���W�K�H���V�P�D�O�O���V�K�L�S�V���H�[�S�R�U�W�H�G���W�L�O�O���G�D�W�H���D�U�H���U�H�J�D�U�G�H�G���D�V���R�I���K�L�J�K���T�X�D�O�L�W�\
Repeat orders received by the shipbuilders
Some spare, capacity currently available
There are a lot of dockyards that can be converted rapidly to build ocean faring vessels
Simple importation facilities
Green Channel Clearance Facilities
�6�K�L�S�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���H�[�S�R�U�W���O�L�V�W���D�Q�G���L�G�H�Q�W�L�À�H�G���D�V���D���W�K�U�X�V�W���V�H�F�W�R�U���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O���S�R�O�L�F�\������������
Duty free market access for Bangladeshi ships to other countries 
�����������I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���H�T�X�L�W�\���L�V���D�O�O�R�Z�H�G��

Investment Incentives
�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �R�I�I�H�U�V�� �I�D�Y�R�U�D�E�O�H�� �L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W�� �F�O�L�P�D�W�H�� �F�R�P�S�D�U�H�G�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �6�R�X�W�K���$�V�L�D�Q�V�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�V���� �)�R�U�� �G�H�W�D�L�O�� �S�O�H�D�V�H�� �Y�L�V�L�W�� �%�R�D�U�G�� �R�I��

�,�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W�����%�2�,�����:�H�E�V�L�W�H�������K�W�W�S�������Z�Z�Z���E�R�L���J�R�Y���E�G��
�&�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �P�D�U�N�H�W�� �V�L�]�H�� ���/�R�F�D�O�� �	�� �*�O�R�E�D�O������ �G�X�W�\���I�U�H�H�� �P�D�U�N�H�W�� �D�F�F�H�V�V���� �F�R�V�W���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�����R�W�K�H�U�� �F�R�V�W�V�� �	�� �U�H�J�X�O�D�W�R�U�\��

�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���R�I���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W�����L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���V�K�L�S�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���L�Q���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���G�H�H�P�H�G���K�L�J�K�O�\���D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���S�U�R�À�W�D�E�O�H��

Source: Board of Investment, Dhaka, Bangladesh

Floating Reception Vessel 
for Finland by Western 
Marine

�:�R�U�O�G�·�V���W�R�S���V�K�L�S�E�X�L�O�G�H�U�V���N�H�H�Q���W�R���L�Q�Y�H�V�W���L�Q���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K

The 24th biennial Shipbuilding Machinery and Marine Technology 
(SMM-2010) Trade Fair was held on September 14, 2010 at 
�+�D�P�E�X�U�J�����S�R�U�W���F�L�W�\���R�I���*�H�U�P�D�Q�����$���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�L���V�K�L�S�E�X�L�O�G�H�U�V��
participated in the fair. The fair brought a good opportunity for 
�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���6�K�L�S�E�X�L�O�G�H�U�V���W�R���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���F�O�L�H�Q�W�V���	���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�R�U�V���I�D�F�H���W�R��
face. Over 2,000 exhibitors from more than 60 countries participated. 
�:�R�U�O�G�·�V���W�R�S���V�K�L�S�E�X�L�O�G�H�U�V���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���I�D�L�U���K�D�Y�H���V�K�R�Z�Q���W�K�H�L�U���N�H�H�Q��
interest to invest in Bangladesh for its labour cost effectiveness. 

�6�R�X�U�F�H�����7�K�H���1�H�Z���1�D�W�L�R�Q�����,�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W���(�G�L�W�L�R�Q�����6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U������������������������
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of the more-regulated markets like Russia,Ukraine, Georgia and Singapore. Success in registering and marketing products in these countries 
�Z�D�V���D���P�D�M�R�U���E�U�H�D�N�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���I�R�U���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�L���S�K�D�U�P�D�F�H�X�W�L�F�D�O���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�H�V�����7�K�L�V���Z�D�V���D���F�O�H�D�U���W�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���W�R���R�X�U���H�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�W���S�U�R�G�X�F�W���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���E�X�W��
�D�O�V�R���W�R���W�K�H���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\�
�V���F�D�S�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���W�R���P�H�H�W���V�W�U�L�Q�J�H�Q�W���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�R�U�\���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V��

�7�R�G�D�\���� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �S�K�D�U�P�D�F�H�X�W�L�F�D�O�� �L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\�� �K�D�V�� �V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O�O�\�� �V�W�D�U�W�H�G�� �H�[�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J�� �L�W�V�� �T�X�D�O�L�W�\�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V�� �W�R�� �D�E�R�X�W�� ������ �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� �D�F�U�R�V�V�� �I�R�X�U��
continents. Today,Bangladesh is exporting a wide range of pharmaceutical products covering all major therapeutic classed and dosage forms. 
�%�H�V�L�G�H�V���U�H�J�X�O�D�U���E�U�D�Q�G�V���� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���L�V���D�O�V�R���H�[�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J�� �K�L�J�K���W�H�F�K���V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�]�H�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���O�L�N�H���,�Q�K�D�O�H�U�V���� �6�X�S�S�R�V�L�W�R�U�L�H�V���� �1�D�V�D�O���6�S�U�D�\�V���� �,�Q�M�H�F�W�D�E�O�H�V��
�D�Q�G���,�Q�I�X�V�L�R�Q�V�����7�K�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�W���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����S�D�F�N�D�J�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���K�L�J�K�O�\���D�S�S�U�H�F�L�D�W�H�G���L�Q���D�O�O���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���W�K�H�\��
are exporting to.

�3�R�V�W���:�7�2���2�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U���3�K�D�U�P�D�F�H�X�W�L�F�D�O�V���(�[�S�R�U�W
�$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���D�O�O���W�K�H���������/�'�&�V���K�D�Y�H���J�R�W���W�K�H���H�[�H�P�S�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���D�E�L�G�L�Q�J���E�\���W�K�H���S�D�W�H�Q�W���O�D�Z�V���X�Q�W�L�O���������-�D�Q�X�D�U�\���������������H�[�F�H�S�W���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���D�O�O���������/�'�&�V��

are basically import based in pharmaceuticals and will not be able to exploit this export opportunity. Bangladesh with its strong manufacturing 
�E�D�V�H���L�Q���S�K�D�U�P�D�F�H�X�W�L�F�D�O�V���L�V�� �W�K�H���R�Q�O�\�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�� �W�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G���U�H�D�O�O�\�� �E�H�� �D�E�O�H���W�R���F�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�]�H�� �W�K�L�V�� �R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\�� �E�\���H�[�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J�� �S�K�D�U�P�D�F�H�X�W�L�F�D�O�V���W�R���R�W�K�H�U��
LDCS.

Bangladesh can also ensure huge value addition by pharmaceutical export since the export price is much higher than the local price.

Toll Manufacturing
Now-a-days most of the companies are not 

interested in investing in manufacturing facilities.
Considering the cost-benefit of their investments, 
most of the companies use all of their resources 
�D�Q�G�� �H�[�S�H�U�W�L�V�H�� �L�Q�� �P�D�U�N�H�W�L�Q�J���� �:�L�W�K�� �U�H�J�D�U�G�V�� �W�R��
manufacturing most of the companies are now 
�J�R�L�Q�J�� �I�R�U�� �W�R�O�O�� �P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J���� �$�V�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K��
has a very s t rong manufactur ing base in 
pharmaceuticals, other countries could get their 
products manufactured in Bangladesh through 
�W�R�O�O�� �P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J�����$�� �Q�X�P�E�H�U�� �R�I�� �F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V�� �K�D�Y�H��
�D�O�U�H�D�G�\�� �F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�H�G�� �I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�� �D�V�� �S�H�U�� �8�6�)�'�$�� �D�Q�G��
�8�.�0�+�5�$���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���D�Q�G���D�U�H���J�R�L�Q�J���I�R�U���F�H�U�W�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q��
in the regulated markets. 

Joint-Venture opportunities
Because of cost advantage large pharmaceutical 

companies of highly regulated markets are 
now going for joint venture projects.They have 
already signed several contracts with companies 
of  India and China.  Bangladesh a lso has 
enormous opportunities to go for joint ventures 
with large global companies for manufacturing 
�S�K�D�U�P�D�F�H�X�W�L�F�D�O���À�Q�L�V�K�H�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V��

 

�3�R�V�W���:�7�2���H�U�D���L�V���R�I���V�S�H�F�L�À�F���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���S�K�D�U�P�D�F�H�X�W�L�F�D�O���V�H�F�W�R�U���R�I���W�K�H���/�'�&�V���Z�K�R���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���H�[�H�P�S�W�H�G���X�Q�W�L�O���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�������������������I�U�R�P��
�P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�D�W�H�Q�W���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���:�R�U�O�G���7�U�D�G�H���2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���7�U�D�G�H���5�H�O�D�W�H�G���,�Q�W�H�O�O�H�F�W�X�D�O�V���3�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���5�L�J�K�W�V���:�7�2���7�5�,�3�V�������)�R�U���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���W�K�L�V��
�H�[�H�P�S�W�L�R�Q���S�H�U�L�R�G���L�V���R�I���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H���D�V���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���L�V���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W�O�\���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���I�U�R�P���P�R�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���/�'�&�V���L�Q���P�D�Q�\���D�V�S�H�F�W�V�����%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���L�V��
�S�O�D�F�H�G���L�Q���V�X�F�K���D���X�Q�L�T�X�H���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���L�W���F�D�Q���E�U�L�Q�J���U�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���L�W�V���S�K�D�U�P�D�F�H�X�W�L�F�D�O���V�H�F�W�R�U���L�I���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���F�R�X�O�G���P�D�N�H���I�X�O�O���X�V���R�I���W�K�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V��
available.

Bangladesh Pharmaceutical Sector:At a Glance
In Bangladesh , pharmaceutical   in dustry  is  one of  the 

�I�D�V�W�H�V�W�� �J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �V�H�F�W�R�U�V���:�L�W�K�� �D�Q�� �D�Q�Q�X�D�O�� �J�U�R�Z�W�K�� �U�D�W�H���R�I�� �D�E�R�X�W�� ��������
Bangladesh Pharmaceutical Industry is now heading towards self-
�V�X�I�À�F�L�H�Q�F�\���L�Q���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�R�F�D�O���G�H�P�D�Q�G�����%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���S�K�D�U�P�D�F�H�X�W�L�F�D�O��
�L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\�� �L�V���W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���K�L�J�K�H�V�W���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�R�U���W�R���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���H�[�F�K�H�T�X�H�U��
after garments, and it is the largest white-collar intensive 
employment sector of the country.

There are about 450 generics registered in Bangladesh. Out of 
these 450 generics, 117 are in the controlled category i.e. in the 
essential drug list. The remaining 333 generics are in the decontrolled 
category. The total number of brands/items that are registered in 
Bangladesh is currently estimated to be 5,300 approximately.

Bangladesh pharmaceutical industry is mainly dominated by 
domestic manufacturers. The local companies are enjoying a market 
share reaching around 80%while the MNCs are having a market 
�V�K�D�U�H�� �R�I�� �����������7�K�H�� �W�R�S�� �W�Z�R�� �G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F�� �P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�H�U�V���Q�D�P�H�O�\�� �6�T�X�D�U�H��
and Beximco Pharma have a combined market share of about 25%of 
the total pharmaceutical market of the country.

The finished formulation-manufacturing base of Bangladesh is 
very strong as most of the pharmaceutical companies have their own 
manufacturing facilities.

Overseas Market:Past and Present
�7�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���S�K�D�U�P�D�F�H�X�W�L�F�D�O���H�[�S�R�U�W���I�U�R�P���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���G�D�W�H�V���E�D�F�N���W�R���W�K�H���O�D�W�H�����������·�V�����$�W���W�K�D�W���S�R�L�Q�W���L�Q���W�L�P�H�����R�Q�O�\���R�Q�H���R�U���W�Z�R���S�K�D�U�P�D�F�H�X�W�L�F�D�O��

companies of Bangladesh took proactive efforts to initiate export of pharmaceuticals from Bangladesh. These companies at their own 
�L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���H�[�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���À�Q�L�V�K�H�G���I�R�U�P�X�O�D���W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���V�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�L�Q�J���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V��

�$�I�W�H�U���E�H�L�Q�J���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O���L�Q���W�K�H�V�H���O�H�V�V���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�H�G���P�D�U�N�H�W�V���L�Q���H�D�U�O�\�����������·�V���D���I�H�Z���P�D�M�R�U���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���W�R�R�N���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H���W�R���H�[�S�O�R�U�H���V�R�P�H��
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Investment incentives

Investment Environment in Bangladesh

Investment incentives

�7�K�H���S�U�R���U�H�I�R�U�P���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���K�D�V���O�L�E�H�U�D�O�L�]�H�G���W�K�H���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O���D�Q�G���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���L�Q���U�H�F�H�Q�W���\�H�D�U�V���E�\���U�H�G�X�F�L�Q�J���E�X�U�H�D�X�F�U�D�W�L�F��
control over private investment and opening up many areas. Substantial incentive programms have also been implemented which is presented 
below:

�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���� �M�X�V�W�� �V�L�W�W�L�Q�J�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �F�U�R�V�V���U�R�D�G�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���6�R�X�W�K���$�V�L�D�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �6�R�X�W�K�� �(�D�V�W���$�V�L�D�Q�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �R�I�I�H�U�V�� �D�Q���X�Q�S�D�U�D�O�O�H�O�H�G�� �F�R�Q�G�X�F�L�Y�H��

�L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���F�O�L�P�D�W�H���F�R�P�S�D�U�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���6�R�X�W�K���$�V�L�D�Q���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�H�V��

Bangladesh is a largely homogenous society with no major internal or external tensions and a population with great resilience in the 

face of adversity (e.g. natural calamities).

Bangladesh is a liberal democracy and the people of this country irrespective of race and religion have been living in total harmony and 

understanding for thousands of years.

 It enjoys broad non-partisan political support for market-oriented reform and offers the most investor-friendly regulatory regime in 

�6�R�X�W�K���$�V�L�D��

 Bangladesh owns a trainable, enthusiastic, hardworking and low-cost (even by regional standards) labor force suitable for labor-

intensive industry.

 Geographical location of the country is ideal for global trades with very convenient access to international sea and air. Bangladesh is 

�W�K�H���E�U�L�G�J�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���$�6�(�$�1���D�Q�G���6�$�$�5�&���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����&�K�L�Q�D���Z�L�W�K���L�W�V���K�X�J�H���P�D�U�N�H�W���D�F�F�H�V�V���L�V���D�W���D���G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���R�Q�O�\���W�Z�R���K�R�X�U�V���E�\���D�L�U��

 Bangladesh is endowed with abundant supply of natural gas, water and very fertile soil.

���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���L�V���Z�L�G�H�O�\���V�S�R�N�H�Q���D�V���V�H�F�R�Q�G���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�����0�D�M�R�U�L�W�\���R�I���H�Y�H�Q���P�R�G�H�U�D�W�H�O�\���H�G�X�F�D�W�H�G���S�H�R�S�O�H���F�D�Q���U�H�D�G�����Z�U�L�W�H���D�Q�G���V�S�H�D�N���L�Q���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K��

�$�V���D���U�H�V�X�O�W���R�I���U�L�V�L�Q�J���S�H�U���F�D�S�L�W�D���*�'�3���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D�Q���H�P�H�U�J�L�Q�J���P�L�G�G�O�H���F�O�D�V�V���Z�L�W�K���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�L�Q�J���S�R�Z�H�U�����$�V���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���J�U�R�Z�W�K���S�L�F�N�V���X�S����

the purchasing power will also grow substantially. In a country of more than 140 million people, an emerging middle class may constitute a 

�V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W���P�D�U�N�H�W��

���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�L���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���R�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���D�U�P�D�P�H�Q�W�V���H�Q�M�R�\���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���G�X�W�\���D�Q�G���T�X�R�W�D���I�U�H�H���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���(�8�����-�D�S�D�Q�����&�D�Q�D�G�D�����$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�����1�R�U�Z�D�\���D�Q�G��

most of the developed countries.

�(�[�S�R�U�W���R�U�L�H�Q�W�H�G���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�D�M�R�U���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V���R�I���W�K�H��
�,�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O�3�R�O�L�F�\���� ������������ �(�[�S�R�U�W���R�U�L�H�Q�W�H�G�� �L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�H�V���D�U�H�� �J�L�Y�H�Q�� �S�U�L�R�U�L�W�\��
�D�Q�G�� �S�X�E�O�L�F�� �S�R�O�L�F�\�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V�� �D�U�H�� �H�Q�V�X�U�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �U�H�V�S�H�F�W�����$�Q�� �L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\��
exporting at least 80% of its manufactured goods or an industry 
contributing at least 80% of its products as an input to finished 
exportables, and similarly, a business en-tity exporting at least 80% 
of services including information technology related products are 
considered to be an export-oriented industry. To make investment in 
100% export-oriented industries attractive, the following incentives 
and facilities are being provided:
a. Duty free import of capital machinery and spare parts up to 10% of 
the value of such capital machinery.
b�����%�R�Q�G�H�G���:�D�U�H�K�R�X�V�H���D�Q�G���E�D�F�N���W�R���E�D�F�N���/�H�W�W�H�U���R�I���&�U�H�G�L�W���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�\��
c. Duty drawback facility.
d. Providing loans up to 90% of the value against irrevocable and 
�F�R�Q�À�U�P�H�G���/�H�W�W�H�U���R�I���&�U�H�G�L�W���6�D�O�H�V���$�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W��
e. Supporting backward linkage “deemed exporters”.
f . The export-oriented industries, further to the provisions of 
Bangladesh Bank foreign exchange regulations, are entitled to receive 
additional foreign exchange, on case to case basis, for publicity 
�F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q���� �R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J�� �R�Y�H�U�V�H�D�V���R�I�À�F�H�V���D�Q�G���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�Q�J�� �L�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
trade fairs. 
g. The entire export earning from handicrafts and cottage industries 
are exempted from income tax. For all other industries, income tax 

rebate on export earning is given.
h. The facility for importing raw materials included in the 
�E�D�Q�Q�H�G���U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�H�G�� �O�L�V�W���� �E�X�W�� �U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�H�� �R�I��
exportable commodities.
i�����7�K�H���L�P�S�R�U�W���R�I���V�S�H�F�L�À�H�G���T�X�D�Q�W�L�W�L�H�V���R�I���G�X�W�\���I�U�H�H���V�D�P�S�O�H�V���I�R�U��
manufacturing exportable products is allowed consistent with 
the prevailing relevant Government policy.
j. The local products supplied to local industries or projects 
against foreign exchange L/C are treated as indirect exports 
and are entitled to all export facilities.
k�����7�K�H���(�[�S�R�U�W���&�U�H�G�L�W���*�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H���6�F�K�H�P�H���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�\��
l. 10% products of the enterprises, located in both public and 
�S�U�L�Y�D�W�H�� �(�3�=�V�� �D�U�H�� �D�O�O�R�Z�H�G�� �W�R�� �E�H�� �H�[�S�R�U�W�H�G�� �W�R�� �G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F�� �W�D�U�L�I�I��
area against foreign currency L/C on payment of applicable 
duties and taxes. 
m���������������H�[�S�R�U�W���R�U�L�H�Q�W�H�G���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���R�X�W�V�L�G�H���(�3�=���L�V���D�O�O�R�Z�H�G���W�R��
sell 20% of their products in the domestic market on payment 
of applicable duties and taxes. 
n�����7�K�H���(�[�S�R�U�W���R�U�L�H�Q�W�H�G���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�H�V���Z�K�L�F�K���D�U�H���L�G�H�Q�W�L�À�H�G���E�\���W�K�H��
Government as “Thrust Sector”are provided special facilities 
and venture capital support. 

Details on incentives facilitated by BOI could also be viewed 
at www.boibd.org

�$�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O���$�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���� �������������������0�D�M�R�U���)�L�V�F�D�O���,�Q�F�H�Q�W�L�Y�H�V���� �� ���������������������������������������0�D�M�R�U���1�R�Q���)�L�V�F�D�O���,�Q�F�H�Q�W�L�Y�H�V

*Board of Investment

*Bangladesh Bank

*National Board of  Revenue

�
�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���(�[�S�R�U�W���3�U�R�F�H�V�V�L�Q�J
�����=�R�Q�H�V�$�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\
�
�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���6�P�D�O�O���	���&�R�W�W�D�J�H��
  Industries Corporation

*Tax Holiday
�
�$�F�F�H�O�H�U�D�W�H�G���'�H�S�U�H�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���$�O�O�R�Z�D�Q�F�H���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���R�I���W�D�[��
holiday
*Concessionary income tax in lieu of Tax
�+�R�O�L�G�D�\���D�Q�G���$�F�F�H�O�H�U�D�W�H�G���'�H�S�U�H�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q
�$�O�O�R�Z�D�Q�F�H
*Concessionary duty on  imported machinery

�
�$�Y�R�L�G�D�Q�F�H���R�I���'�R�X�E�O�H���7�D�[�D�W�L�R�Q

*Remittance of royalty, technical know-    
how,technical assistance fee.

�
�����������)�R�U�H�L�J�Q���(�T�X�L�W�\���D�O�O�R�Z�H�G

�
�8�Q�U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�H�G���(�[�L�W���W�D�[���L�Q���O�L�H�X���R�I���7�D�[���3�R�O�L�F�\
*Full Repatriation facilities of dividend and 
capital at the event of exit.
*Permanent Residence Permit on investing 
�8�6���� �������������� �D�Q�G�� �&�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�K�L�S�� �2�I�I�H�U�� �I�R�U��
investing US$  5, 00,000

Summary of Incentives Provided to the investors

Incentives to Export-Oriented and Export-Linkage Industries

BANGLADESH ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS GUIDE
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Setting Up Business in Bangladesh

Setting up Business - At a Glance
�,�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�L�Q�J�� �D������������ �I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���R�Z�Q�H�G���R�U���M�R�L�Q�W���Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���L�Q���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���L�V���D���U�D�W�K�H�U���V�L�P�S�O�L�À�H�G���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�����7�K�H���H�Q�W�L�U�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V��

�L�V���G�L�Y�L�G�H�G���L�Q�W�R���������À�Y�H�����P�D�M�R�U���V�W�H�S�������W�K�U�R�X�J�K�������F�X�O�P�L�Q�D�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���À�Q�D�O���¶�&�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O���2�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�·�����%�2�,���H�Q�V�X�U�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G���H�Q�W�U�H�S�U�H�Q�H�X�U��
gets the possible best supports at all the four steps.

Info Searching
�2�Q�F�H���D�Q���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�R�U���L�Q�W�H�Q�G�V���W�R���G�R���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���L�Q���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�����W�K�H���À�U�V�W���W�K�L�Q�J���L�V���W�R���K�D�Y�H���V�X�I�����À�F�L�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���U�H�O�L�D�E�O�H���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G��

business climate, opportunities, competitive strengths etc. of the country. This could be collected from a number of agencies like:
*BOI: The most reliable and state of the art information source in the Government.
�
�*�2�%���$�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V�����2�W�K�H�U���V�R�X�U�F�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���O�L�N�H���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�L�H�V���D�Q�G���W�U�D�G�H���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���R�I�À�F�H�V��
�
�0�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V�����'�L�U�H�F�W���T�X�H�U�L�H�V���W�R���W�K�H���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���0�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���R�I���W�K�H���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�R�U���Z�R�X�O�G���D�O�V�R���U�H�V�X�O�W���L�Q���U�H�O�L�D�E�O�H���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q��
*Chambers: Chambers can provide real experiences of the existing investors. These include FBCCI, FICCI, ICC, DCCI, MCCI, BCI, 

CCCI and other regional chambers.
�
�$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����%�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���F�R�X�O�G���D�O�V�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���V�S�H�F�L�À�F���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\��
�
�,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �8�1�� �E�R�G�L�H�V�� �O�L�N�H���:�R�U�O�G���%�D�Q�N���� �8�1�&�7�$�'���� �8�1�'�3���� �:�7�2���� �,�)�&���� �0�,�*�$���� �)�,�$�6�� �H�W�F���� �D�Q�G�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��

�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���F�R�X�O�G���D�O�V�R���E�H���D���W�U�X�V�W�Z�R�U�W�K�\���V�R�X�U�F�H��
�
�&�R�Q�V�X�O�W�D�Q�W�V�����,�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���F�R�Q�V�X�O�W�L�Q�J���À�U�P�V���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�V�X�O�W�D�Q�W�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���D�Q�G���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H��
�
�:�H�E�V�L�W�H�V�����$�� �Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I�� �L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H�V���R�Q���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���K�R�V�W�H�G���L�Q���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I�� �W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���F�R�X�O�G���E�H���V�X�U�I�H�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���:�H�E����

�7�K�H�� �N�H�\�Z�R�U�G�� �V�H�D�U�F�K�L�Q�J�� �E�\�� �¶�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �,�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W�·���� �¶�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �%�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�·���� �¶�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �3�U�R�À�O�H�·���� �¶�)�'�,�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�·�� �H�W�F���� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H��
�Q�X�P�H�U�R�X�V�� �U�H�V�X�O�W�V�����7�R�� �K�D�Y�H�� �P�R�U�H�� �U�H�V�X�O�W�V���� �S�O�H�D�V�H�� �V�H�D�U�F�K�� �L�Q�� �G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���V�H�D�U�F�K�� �H�Q�J�L�Q�H�V�� �O�L�N�H�� �*�R�R�J�O�H�����<�D�K�R�R�����$�O�W�D�Y�L�V�W�D���� �/�\�F�R�V�� �H�W�F���� �%�2�,�� �R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O��
website is www. boibd.org

Costs of Doing Business in Bangladesh
�7�K�H�� �F�R�V�W���R�I�� �G�R�L�Q�J�� �E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�� �L�Q�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �L�V�� �V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W�O�\�� �F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�Y�H�� �L�Q�� �F�R�P�S�D�U�L�V�R�Q�� �W�R�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�H�V���L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�����$�� �V�X�P�P�D�U�\�� �R�I��

relevant costs in line with the Business Setup Roadmap for the prospective investors is given below:

�,�P�P�L�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���	���9�L�V�D

1.Pre-arranged Visa from Missions
   a.Single entry (max 3 months)
   b.Single entry (max 6 months)
   c.Double entry (max 6 months)
   d.Single entry (max 1 year)
   e.Multiple entry (max 1 year)
�����/�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���3�H�U�P�L�W���9�L�V�D���R�Q���$�U�U�L�Y�D�O
�������D���9�L�V�D���R�Q���$�U�U�L�Y�D�O���I�R�U���������G�D�\�V
�:�R�U�N�L�Q�J���W�L�P�H
Monday to Friday from 9am to 12am

b.Industrial Land and Factory Construction

�$�I�W�H�U���R�Q�H���G�D�\
�<�X�D�Q������������
�<�X�D�Q������������
�<�X�D�Q������������
�<�X�D�Q������������
�<�X�D�Q������������

 Cost Heads    Unit         in Taka               in US$

Industrial Land
a.Developed Land (Dhaka)   m2
b.Developed Land (Chittagong)  m2
�F���'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���/�D�Q�G�����2�W�K�H�U���$�U�H�D�V���� �� �P��
�/�D�Q�G���L�Q���(�3�=�V�����������\�H�D�U�V���U�H�Q�H�Z�D�E�O�H���O�H�D�V�H��
a.Dhaka, Chittagong, Comilla   m2/year
b.Mongla, Ishwardi, Uttara   m2/year
Standard Factory Building Rental
�D���(�3�=�V�����'�K�D�N�D�����&�K�L�W�W�D�J�R�Q�J�����&�R�P�L�O�O�D�� �� �P�����P�R�Q�W�K
�E���(�3�=�V�����0�R�Q�J�O�D�����,�V�K�Z�D�U�G�H�����8�W�W�D�U�D�� �� �P�����P�R�Q�W�K
�F���$�Y�H�U�D�J�H���&�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���&�R�V�W�� �� �� �P��

579-867
463-695
405-579

116
57.90

145
72
5,790-7,238

10-15
8-12
7-10

2.00
1.00

2.50
1.25
100-125

Same Day
�<�X�D�Q������������
�<�X�D�Q������������
�<�X�D�Q������������
�<�X�D�Q������������
�<�X�D�Q������������

US$ 50

Registered industrial projects are eligible to obtain land from the government. Price of land in most of the industrial estates/areas is 
relatively lower than the market rate. These estates are developed with necessary infrastructure and utility facilities such as electricity, gas, 
�Z�D�W�H�U���� �V�H�Z�H�U�D�J�H�� �H�W�F���� �,�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O�� �S�O�R�W�V�� �D�U�H�� �D�O�O�R�W�W�H�G���E�\�� �%�(�3�=�$�� �D�Q�G�� �%�6�&�,�&�� �L�Q�� �L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O�� �D�U�H�D�V�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�P���� �3�O�R�W�V�� �L�Q�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O��
estates/areas, owned by the government or owned/controlled by any local authority, are allotted on the recommendation of BOI.

Quality construction materials including civil, structural and architectural design and labor force are locally available in every part of the 
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����0�R�U�H�R�Y�H�U�����L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���À�U�P�V���D�U�H���D�O�V�R���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����,�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O���/�D�Q�G���	���)�D�F�W�R�U�\���%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J

�D���$�U�U�L�Y�D�O���D�Q�G���*�H�W�W�L�Q�J���6�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�G
�%�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���6�W�D�U�W�X�S���&�R�V�W�V�����$�U�U�L�Y�D�O

BANGLADESH ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS GUIDE
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Fee
86.35
172.71
431.79
863.56
1,727.12
17.27
Fee
 
 86.35
  
Fee
5.18
51.83
86.35
172.71

Fee
1.38-13.82
24.18-34.54
41.45
 
�5�H�T�X�L�U�H�G

Fee
5,000
10,000
25,000
50,000
100,000
1,000
Fee

5,000

Fee
300
3,000
5,000
10,000

Fee
80-800 
1,400-2,000
2,400

BOI Registration
1.Registration Fees based on Project Costb.Developed Land (Chittagong)
   Project Cost: upto Tk. 100,000,000
   Project Cost: upto Tk. 250,000,000
   Project Cost: upto Tk. 500,000,000
   Project Cost: upto Tk. 1,000,000,000
   Project Cost: above Tk. 1,000,000,000
2. Updating the Changes in Registration Info 1,000 17.27
�:�R�U�N���3�H�U�P�L�W��
1. For Private Sector (permit given by BOI)
�:�R�U�N���3�H�U�P�L�W���)�H�H���S�H�U���3�H�U�V�R�Q
�'�2�(���&�O�H�D�U�D�Q�F�H�������5�H�Q�H�Z�D�O
1.Fees based on Project Cost

Project Cost: upto Tk. 1,000,000
Project Cost: upto Tk. 10,000,000
Project Cost: upto Tk. 500,000,000
Project Cost: above Tk. 500,000,000

�5�H�J�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���&�,�)�(
�����)�H�H�V���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���1�R�����R�I���)�D�F�W�R�U�\���:�R�U�N�H�U�V

�:�R�U�N�H�U���1�R�V��������������������
�:�R�U�N�H�U���1�R�V��������������������������
�:�R�U�N�H�U���1�R�V���������$�E�R�Y�H������������

�9�$�7���5�H�J�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���1�%�5
1.Registration Fees                  No Fee

Gas
TGTDCL

�D���$�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���)�R�U�P
b.Demand Note

�F���7�D�U�L�I�I�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���9�$�7���D�Q�G���6�'�������S�H�U���F�X�E�L�F���P�H�W�H�U��
-Industrial
-Tea Garden
-Captive Power Generation
���)�H�U�W�L�O�L�]�H�U
-Power
-Commercial
-Household
-Feed gas for CNG

�3�L�S�H�G���:�D�W�H�U
�D�����$�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���)�R�U�P
b. Connectivity
�)�R�U���6�L�]�H���R�I���&�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q���������������,�Q�F�K���'�L�D

-Connection Fee
-Meter Cost with Installation Fee
-Other Charges

�)�R�U���6�L�]�H���R�I���&�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q���������,�Q�F�K���'�L�D
-Connection Fee
-Meter Cost with Installation Fee
-Other Charges

�)�R�U���6�L�]�H���R�I���&�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�������������"�������,�Q�F�K�H�V���'�L�D
-Connection Fee
-Meter Cost with Installation Fee
-Other Charges

�F�����:�D�W�H�U���7�D�U�L�I�I
During Construction Period

-0.75 Inch Dia (per month)
-1.00 Inch Dia (per month)
-1.50 Inches Dia (per month)
-2.00 Inches Dia (per month)
Cost Heads
Post Construction Operation Period
-Commercial / Industrial (per 1000 liter)
-Residential / Domestic (per 1000 liter)

100
�$�V���D�F�W�X�D�O
expenditure

4.94
4.94
3.53
2.12
2.47
7.77
4.24
1.52

20

300
1,251
�$�V���P�D�\���E�H
determined

1,000
2,150
�$�V���P�D�\���E�H
determined

3,500
6,350
�$�V���P�D�\���E�H
determined

1,561.27
2,810.29
5,620.56
11,709.50
in Taka

19.48
4.30

1.72
�$�V���D�F�W�X�D�O
expenditure

0.085
0.085
0.061
0.037
0.043
0.134
0.073
0.026

0.34

5.17
21.57
�$�V���P�D�\���E�H
determined

17.24
37.07
�$�V���P�D�\���E�H
determined

60.34
109.48
�$�V���P�D�\���E�H
determined

26.90
48.45
96.90
201.88
in US$

0.34
0.74

�G���8�W�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�����(�O�H�F�W�U�L�F�L�W�\�����*�D�V�����:�D�W�H�U�����6�H�Z�H�U�D�J�H
�(�O�H�F�W�U�L�F�L�W�\�����%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���3�R�Z�H�U���'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���%�R�D�U�G�����%�3�'�%�����L�V���W�K�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�O�H���D�J�H�Q�F�\���I�R�U���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����W�U�D�Q�V�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q��

and distribution of electricity in Bangladesh. Power is generated in hydro, steam, gas turbine and diesel
�S�R�Z�H�U�� �S�O�D�Q�W�V�����$�O�O�� �W�K�H�� �J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J�� �V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�U�H�� �L�Q�W�H�U�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �D�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �J�U�L�G�����7�K�H�� �'�K�D�N�D�� �(�O�H�F�W�U�L�F�� �6�X�S�S�O�\��

�$�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\�� ���'�(�6�$���� �V�W�D�U�W�H�G���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���X�Q�L�Q�W�H�U�U�X�S�W�H�G���V�X�S�S�O�\�� �R�I�� �H�O�H�F�W�U�L�F�L�W�\�� �L�Q���W�K�H���F�D�S�L�W�D�O���F�L�W�\�����7�K�H���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O��
�F�R�Q�V�X�P�S�W�L�R�Q���U�D�W�H���R�I���H�O�H�F�W�U�L�F�L�W�\���Y�D�U�L�H�V���I�U�R�P���7�N���������������W�R���7�N���������������S�H�U���N�:�����8�6���������������W�R���������������G�H�S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�H���V�L�]�H���R�I���W�K�H��
�L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�H�V���� �O�R�D�G���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G���S�H�D�N���	�� �R�I�I���S�H�D�N���K�R�X�U���F�R�Q�V�X�P�S�W�L�R�Q���� �+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �F�D�S�W�L�Y�H���S�R�Z�H�U���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���D�O�V�R���D�O�O�R�Z�H�G��
for private sector enterprise.

Gas: Natural gas supply is available in major industrial areas of Dhaka and Chittagong Divisions. Gas tariff for 
�L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O���F�R�Q�V�X�P�S�W�L�R�Q���L�V���7�N�����������������8�6�����������������S�H�U���F�X�E�L�F���P�H�W�H�U���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���V�X�S�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\���G�X�W�\���D�Q�G���9�$�7��

�:�D�W�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �6�H�Z�H�U�D�J�H�����:�D�W�H�U�� �L�V�� �V�X�S�S�O�L�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H���:�D�W�H�U���6�X�S�S�O�\�� �D�Q�G�� �6�H�Z�H�U�D�J�H���$�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\�� ���:�$�6�$���� �L�Q�� �P�H�W�U�R�S�R�O�L�W�D�Q��
�D�U�H�D�V���R�I���'�K�D�N�D���D�Q�G���&�K�L�W�W�D�J�R�Q�J�����,�Q���R�W�K�H�U���P�X�Q�L�F�L�S�D�O���D�U�H�D�V�����O�R�F�D�O���P�X�Q�L�F�L�S�D�O�L�W�L�H�V���D�U�H���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���W�K�H���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�����'�K�D�N�D���:�$�6�$��
supplies fresh water to the city consumers at the following rate:

*Residential / Domestic: Tk 4.30 (US$ 0.074) / 1000 litter
*Commercial / Industrial: Tk 19.48 (US$ 0.34) / 1000 litter 
�6�H�Z�H�U�D�J�H���E�L�O�O���L�V���H�T�X�D�O���W�R���Z�D�W�H�U���E�L�O�O���I�R�U���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���K�D�V���V�H�Z�H�U�D�J�H���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�H���F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U���Z�K�R���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���K�D�Y�H���D���V�H�Z�H�U�D�J�H���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q���E�X�W��

there is sewerage main line within 100 ft distance from the respective premise, he has to pay an amount of 10.02% to municipal valuation 
annually as sewerage bill. fresh water to the city consumers at the following rate:

c. Business Set up
Following is a list of costs incurred in various kinds of registration and license.
Business Setting Up Costs

Cost Heads            in Taka    in US$

Cost Heads               in Taka     in US$
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e. Telecommunication:
Comprehensive telecommunication service such as fully automatic telex, fax, e-mail, internet, telephone including international direct 

dialing are available with important countries of the world. 
Telecommunication Costs g. Transportation

f. Human Resources
�7�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���L�V���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�G���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���I�D�L�U���Z�D�J�H�V���W�R���D�O�O���O�H�Y�H�O���R�I���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V�����:�D�J�H�V���P�D�\���E�H���À�[�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H���E�D�U�J�D�L�Q�L�Q�J��

�S�U�R�F�H�V�V�����,�Q���F�D�V�H���R�I���L�Q�D�G�H�T�X�D�F�\���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H���E�D�U�J�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�����Z�D�J�H�V�����Z�R�X�O�G�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����E�H���À�[�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���0�L�Q�L�P�X�P���:�D�J�H�V���%�R�D�U�G�����'�X�H��
emphasis is given so that the interests of the management and the workers are properly safeguarded. 

Human Resources

�������������������������(�[�S�U�H�V�V���0�D�L�O���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�� ������������ �� ���������������,�Q���7�D�N�D�� �������������������,�Q���8�6��

Telephone
a. Installation and Security

���'�K�D�N�D���	���&�K�L�W�W�D�J�R�Q�J�����H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H���'�H�F
���'�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�V���	���'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�V�����H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J��
���8�S�D�]�L�O�D�V�����H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J��

b. Tariff Rate
-ISD
���1�:�'
-Local

Cellular
Under the upcoming policy reform, Government is planning to provide mobile telephony.

1.Connectivity with Standard Set
a.Mobile to Mobile
�E���5�H�J�X�O�D�U���Z�L�W�K���)�L�[�H�G���/�L�Q�H���$�F�F�H�V�V

�,�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W���	���%�U�R�D�G�E�D�Q�G
1.Dial Up Connection

a.Connection Fee
b.Connectivity Rate per minute

2.Broadband (available in selected areas)
a.Connection Fee (depends on bandwidth)           10,000-40,000 

Ocean Freights to Int’l Destinations
�0�D�M�R�U���(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q���3�R�U�W�V
�8�6�$���(�D�V�W���&�R�D�V�W�����1�<��
�8�6�$���:�H�V�W���&�R�D�V�W�����/�$��
Canada (Toronto/Montreal)
�$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�����0�H�O�E�R�X�U�Q�H��
�1�H�Z���=�H�D�O�D�Q�G�����$�X�F�N�O�D�Q�G��
�+�R�Q�J���.�R�Q�J
�8�$�(�����'�X�K�D�L��

(depending on Destinations)
�:�H�L�J�K�W���������J�P
�:�H�L�J�K�W���������N�J
�:�H�L�J�K�W���������N�J
�:�H�L�J�K�W���������N�J

In US$
900
2,000
1,900
2,700
800
1,250
500
800

200-655
435-995
1,395-2,395
2,595-4,050

3.45-11.31
7.51-17.18
24.09-41.36
44.81-69.95

In US$
1,800
3,000
2,550
3,700
1,600
2,400
900
1,600

 10,000
 8,000
 5,000

Please visit
www.bttb.net.bd

6,500-12,000 112.26-207.25
6,500-15,000 112.26-259.07

1,000
0.30-0.50

172.71
138.17
86.36

112.26-207.25
112.26-259.07

17.27
0.005-0.009
172.71-690.85

Cost Heads       in Taka             in US$ Cost Heads               20ft Container         40ft Container
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�$�F�F�R�P�P�R�G�D�W�L�R�Q�����$�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���5�H�Q�W�D�O���P�R�Q�W�K
-2-3 Bedroom Unfurnished Flats   25,000-60,000   431-1,050
-3-4 Bedroom Unfurnished Flats   40,000-85,000   690-1,465

Domestic Help/Maid Services
-Full time Living Maid    3,000-4,500   52-78
-Car Driver     5,000-7,000   86-120

Hotel Rental: Single Room
-Deluxe Room (5 Star)       -    170-260
���(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���6�X�L�W�H���������6�W�D�U������ �� �� �������������� �� �� ��������������
-Standard (3 Star)         -    70-100
-Guest House         -    40-80

Car Retail Prices
-Low Price Cars (900-1299cc)   600,000-700,000   10,345-12,068
-Compact Cars (1300-1799cc)   1,200,000-1,800,000  20,690-30,000
-Family Cars (2500cc upwards)   2,500,000-5,000,000 43,100-86,200

�3�H�W�U�R�O���	���*�D�V
-Unleaded Petrol     33.00/liter   0.570/liter
-Octane      35.00/liter   0.600/liter
-CNG      7.45/m3    0.128/ m3

�&�D�U���2�S�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J���(�[�S�H�Q�V�H�V
���$�Q�Q�X�D�O���5�R�D�G���7�D�[�� ���� �� �� �������������� �� �� ����������
���$�Q�Q�X�D�O���,�Q�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H���3�U�H�P�L�X�P�V������ �� ������������������������������ �� ������������������

�(�D�W�L�Q�J���2�X�W�����R�Q�H���S�H�U�V�R�Q��
-3 Course Dinner at Top Restaurant   2,000-4,000   35-70
-Simple Meal at 5 Star Coffee Shop   1,000-1,500   18-25

Health Services (one person)
-To call on a General Practitioner   100-200 1.72-  3.45
���6�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�W�����$�V�V�W�W�����3�U�R�I�H�V�V�R�U���	���3�U�R�I�H�V�V�R�U������ ���������������������������� �� ��������
���(�[�S�D�W�U�L�D�W�H���6�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�W���� �� �� �������������������������������������� �� ����������

i. Taxation in Bangladesh
Corporate tax rate for industrial companies whose shares are publicly traded is 30% and the rate of whose shares are not publicly traded is 

37.5%.

�D�����7�D�[���U�D�W�H���R�Q���R�W�K�H�U���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V�����7�D�[���U�D�W�H���R�Q���L�Q�F�R�P�H���R�I���D�O�O���R�W�K�H�U���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���E�D�Q�N�V�����À�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V�����L�Q�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V���D�Q�G��
local authorities ranges from 37.5% to 45%.

�E�����,�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W���E�\���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V���H�Q�M�R�\�L�Q�J���W�D�[���K�R�O�L�G�D�\�����&�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V���H�Q�M�R�\�L�Q�J���W�D�[���K�R�O�L�G�D�\���D�U�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���W�R���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�����������R�I���W�K�H�L�U���H�[�H�P�S�W�H�G��
income within two years from the end of the tax exemption period in the said undertaking or in new industrial undertaking or in stocks and 
shares of a public company or in government bonds or securities.

�F�����$�F�F�H�S�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���U�H�W�X�U�Q�V���R�I���S�X�E�O�L�F���O�L�P�L�W�H�G���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V�����5�H�W�X�U�Q�V���À�H�O�G�V���E�\���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���O�L�P�L�W�H�G���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V���V�K�D�O�O���E�H���D�F�F�H�S�W�H�G���L�I���L�W���L�V���D�F�F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�G���E�\��
�D�X�G�L�W�H�G���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���F�H�U�W�L�À�H�G���E�\���D���F�K�D�U�W�H�U�H�G���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�Q�W���D�V���W�R���W�K�H���F�R�U�U�H�F�W�Q�H�V�V���R�I���W�K�H���W�R�W�D�O���L�Q�F�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H���D�V�V�H�V�V�H�H��

d. Salary of foreign technicians: Salary received by or due to a foreign technician under contract of service approved by the NBR is fully 
exempted from paying tax (subject to prescribed conditions and limitations) for a period of 3 years from the date of his arrival in Bangladesh.

�H�����7�D�[���S�D�\�D�E�O�H���E�\���W�K�H���H�P�S�O�R�\�H�U���R�Q���U�H�P�X�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�L�D�Q�����(�[�S�H�Q�G�L�W�X�U�H���L�Q�F�X�U�U�H�G���E�\���D�Q���H�P�S�O�R�\�H�U���L�Q���U�H�V�S�H�F�W���R�I���U�H�P�X�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I��
the foreign technician is fully exempted from income tax (subject to the stipulated conditions).

�5�H�P�X�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I�� �I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�L�D�Q�V���H�P�S�O�R�\�H�G���E�\�� �W�K�H���F�R�Q�V�X�O�W�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G���H�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�L�Q�J�� �À�U�P�V���� �(�[�S�H�Q�G�L�W�X�U�H���L�Q�F�X�U�U�H�G���D�V���U�H�P�X�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���S�D�\�D�E�O�H���W�R��
�D�� �I�R�U�H�L�J�Q�� �W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�L�D�Q�� �E�\�� �D�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �À�U�P�� �F�D�U�U�\�L�Q�J�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�� �R�I�� �F�R�Q�V�X�O�W�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �H�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�L�Q�J�� �L�V�� �I�X�O�O�\�� �H�[�H�P�S�W�H�G���I�U�R�P�� �W�D�[�� ���V�X�E�M�H�F�W���W�R��
prescribed conditions and limitations).

j. Customs Tariff
�)�R�U���W�K�H���X�S�G�D�W�H�G���F�X�V�W�R�P�V���W�D�U�L�I�I�� �U�D�W�H���� �S�O�H�D�V�H���Y�L�V�L�W���R�X�U���R�I�À�F�L�D�O���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H���� �Z�Z�Z���E�R�L�E�G���R�U�J�� �R�U���W�K�H���R�I�À�F�L�D�O���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H���R�I�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���%�R�D�U�G���R�I�� �5�H�Y�H�Q�X�H����
www.nbr-bd.org

k. Comparative Costs
Comparative cost structure of doing business in the similar cities of competing economies like Dhaka, Bangkok, Colombo, Hanoi, Jakarta, 
�.�D�U�D�F�K�L�����.�X�D�O�D���/�X�P�S�X�U�����0�D�Q�L�O�D�����1�H�Z���'�H�O�K�L�����6�H�R�X�O�����6�K�D�Q�J�K�D�L���D�Q�G���<�D�Q�J�R�R�Q���K�D�Y�H���D�O�V�R���E�H�H�Q���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G�����7�K�L�V���Z�R�X�O�G���H�Q�D�E�O�H���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�R�U�V���W�R���H�D�V�L�O�\��
compare the costs of contending investment destinations and facilitate undertaking decisions.

h. Living Costs
Living in Bangladesh is highly affordable and pleasant. Following are the major livins expenses incurred in Dhaka Metropolis: Living 

Costs in Dhaka Metropolis

�������������������������(�[�S�U�H�V�V���0�D�L�O���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�� ������������ ���,�Q���7�D�N�D�� ������������������ �������������������������,�Q���8�6��
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�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���(�[�S�R�U�W���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�L�Q�J���=�R�Q�H�V���$�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\�����%�(�3�=�$����

An attractive investment Destination
�%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���K�D�V���P�D�G�H���U�H�P�D�U�N�D�E�O�H���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���L�Q���G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�À�H�G���V�H�F�W�R�U���R�I�� �V�R�F�L�D�O���� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���� �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���D�Q�G���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�� �H�P�D�Q�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I�� �W�K�H���P�D�V�V���� �,�Q��

order to boost up economic development of the country number of steps have also been taken to attract Foreign Direct investment (FDI) 
�D�Q�G���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����,�Q���S�X�U�V�X�L�Q�J���V�X�F�K���H�I�I�R�U�W���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���(�[�S�R�U�W���3�U�R�F�H�V�V�L�Q�J���=�R�Q�H�V���$�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\�����%�(�3�=�$�������W�K�H��
�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���R�U�J�D�Q���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�O�H���I�R�U���F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q�����R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�I���(�[�S�R�U�W���3�U�R�F�H�V�V�L�Q�J���=�R�Q�H�V�����(�3�=�����L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\��

�$�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�Y�H���S�D�F�N�D�J�H���R�I�� �L�Q�F�H�Q�W�L�Y�H�V���� �S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���R�I�� �=�R�Q�H�V���D�O�R�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K���D�E�X�Q�G�D�Q�F�H���R�I�� �V�N�L�O�O�H�G���P�D�Q�S�R�Z�H�U��
�D�W���D�� �F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�Y�H�� �U�D�W�H���K�D�Y�H�� �S�O�D�F�H�G���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�·�V�� �(�3�=�V�� �L�Q�� �D�� �F�R�P�S�D�U�D�W�L�Y�H�� �D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H�R�X�V�� �S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���R�Y�H�U�� �R�W�K�H�U���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�Q�J�� �(�3�=�V�� �R�I�� �Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�L�Q�J��
�F�R�X�Q�W�L�H�V�����$�S�D�U�W�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J�� �V�H�F�W�R�U�V�� �(�3�=�V�� �D�U�H�� �Q�R�Z�� �L�Q�Y�L�W�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���L�Q�W�R�� �L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���� �S�R�Z�H�U�� �	�� �X�Q�L�O�L�W�\���� �D�Q�G�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W��
�P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���Z�K�L�F�K���K�D�Y�H���P�D�G�H���W�K�H���=�R�Q�H�V���W�U�X�O�\���D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���G�H�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���S�U�X�G�H�Q�W���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�R�U�V���Z�K�R���O�R�R�N�V���W�R���W�K�H���I�X�W�X�U�H��

�(�3�=�V���J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q���W�R���,�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W�����(�[�S�R�U�W���D�Q�G���(�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W
�3�U�H�V�H�Q�W�O�\�����������H�Q�W�H�U�S�U�L�V�H�V���D�U�H���F�D�U�U�\�L�Q�J���R�X�W���W�K�H�L�U���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���(�3�=�V���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�Q�J���D�Q���D�F�W�X�D�O���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���������������E�L�O�O�L�R�Q���8�6�'����

�7�K�H���H�[�S�R�U�W���I�U�R�P���(�3�=�V���K�D�V���D�O�V�R���J�U�R�Z�Q���V�W�H�D�G�L�O�\���Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���Q�R�Z�����������������R�I���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�·�V���W�R�W�D�O���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���H�[�S�R�U�W���D�Q�G���V�D�P�H���K�D�V���H�[�F�H�H�G�H�G���V�H�Y�H�Q�W�H�H�Q��
billion marks up to October 2008. The direct employment opportunities for more than two hundred thousand Bangladeshi nationals have also 
�E�H�H�Q���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�H�G���W�K�H���(�3�=���X�Q�L�W�V���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�Q�J�����������R�I���W�K�H���W�R�W�D�O���Z�R�U�N���I�R�U�F�H���I�U�R�P���I�H�P�D�O�H���F�D�W�H�J�R�U�\��

�$�F�K�L�H�Y�L�Q�J���(�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���*�R�D�O�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���7�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\���7�U�D�Q�V�I�H�U�����'�L�Y�H�U�V�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q���	���9�D�O�X�H���$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q
�$�E�V�R�U�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���K�X�J�H���X�Q�V�N�L�O�O�H�G���D�Q�G���V�N�L�O�O�H�G���Z�R�U�N�I�R�U�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���H�[�S�R�U�W���G�U�L�Y�H�Q���O�D�E�R�X�U���L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J���V�H�F�W�R�U���R�I���(�3�=�V���K�D�Y�H���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H�G��

�U�D�S�L�G���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���D�Q�G���D�F�F�H�O�H�U�D�W�H�G���W�K�H���U�H�D�O���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���J�U�R�Z�W�K�����,�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J���)�'�,���L�Q���W�K�H���P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���K�D�V���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���E�H�D�U�L�Q�J��
�R�Q���W�K�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�I���P�D�U�N�H�W���D�F�F�H�V�V���V�N�L�O�O���D�Q�G���W�U�D�Q�V�I�H�U���R�I���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\�����9�L�E�U�D�Q�W���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���R�I���(�3�=�V���D�U�H���L�Q�G�X�F�L�Q�J���G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\��
through expansion of tertiary businesses, increased domestic consumption, outsourcing of goods and services from tariff area. Simultaneously 
�Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���S�U�L�P�D�U�\���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H���R�I���H�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����(�3�=�V���K�D�Y�H���D�O�V�R���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H�G���G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�W���E�D�V�H���E�\���D�G�G�L�Q�J���Q�H�Z���V�H�F�W�R�U�V��
�O�L�N�H���H�O�H�F�W�U�R�Q�L�F�����V�K�R�H�V�����H�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�L�Q�J���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���R�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���5�0�*�����%�D�F�N�Z�D�U�G���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�H�[�W�L�O�H���L�V���W�D�N�L�Q�J���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���(�3�=�V���W�R���E�D�F�N�X�S���5�0�*���V�H�F�W�R�U��
in the competing global market.

�$�F�K�L�H�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���%�(�3�=�$���L�Q���U�H�F�H�Q�W���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���	���H�[�S�R�U�W
�'�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �)�<�� �������������������� �W�R�W�D�O���D�F�W�X�D�O�� �L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���P�D�G�H�� �L�Q�� �(�3�=�V�� �V�W�D�Q�G�V�� �8�6���� �������������� �P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���� �'�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�V�W���)�<�� �������������������� �W�K�H�� �D�F�W�X�D�O��

�L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���L�V���8�6�'�����������������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���L�V�����������K�L�J�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���P�D�G�H���L�Q���W�K�H���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V���À�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���\�H�D�U�����,�Q���W�K�H���\�H�D�U�����������������������W�K�H��
�O�H�D�V�H���V�L�J�Q�H�G���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���%�(�3�=�$���L�V���8�6�������������P�L�O�O�R�Q���D�Q�G���L�Q���W�K�H���\�H�D�U�����������������������W�K�H���O�H�D�V�H���V�L�J�Q�H�G���L�Q�Y�H�V�W���L�Q���%�(�3�=�$���L�V���8�6���������������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�����)�U�R�P��
�-�X�O�\���2�F�W�R�E�H�U�������������W�K�H���O�H�D�V�H���V�L�J�Q�H�G���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���%�(�3�=�$���L�V���8�6�������������������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�����8�S�W�R���W�K�H���À�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���\�H�D�U�����������������������W�R�W�D�O���H�[�S�R�U�W���R�I����������������
�E�L�O�O�L�R�Q���8�6���'�R�O�O�D�U���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���P�D�G�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���(�3�=�V�����'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���À�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���\�H�D�U���I�U�R�P���-�X�O�\�������������W�R���2�F�W�R�E�H�U���������������W�K�H���W�R�W�D�O���H�[�S�R�U�W���P�D�G�H��
�E�\���W�K�H���(�3�=���H�Q�W�H�U�S�U�L�V�H�V���L�V���8�6�������������������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q��

Facilities
�7�K�H���F�R�U�H���F�R�P�S�H�W�H�Q�F�\�� �D�U�H�D�V���R�I�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���(�3�=�V�� �D�U�H���L�W�V���G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�À�H�G���D�Q�G���D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H���S�D�F�N�D�J�H���R�I�� �L�Q�F�H�Q�W�L�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���� �%�(�3�=�$��

�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���I�X�O�O�\���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�G�����V�H�F�X�U�H�G���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O���S�O�R�W�V���D�Q�G���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G���)�D�F�W�R�U�\���%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V���Z�L�W�K���V�L�P�S�O�L�À�H�G���O�L�F�H�Q�V�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���S�H�U�P�L�W�W�L�Q�J���S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�����2�Q�V�L�W�H��
�F�X�V�W�R�P�V�� �F�O�H�D�U�D�Q�F�H���� �O�R�J�L�V�W�L�F�V���� �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �F�R�X�U�L�H�U�V���� �R�I�I�V�K�R�U�H�� �E�D�Q�N�L�Q�J�� �I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �P�D�G�H�� �(�3�=�V�� �R�I�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �D�Q�� �D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H�� �L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W��
�G�H�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���� �7�K�H�� �I�L�J�X�U�H�� �E�H�O�R�Z�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�� �D�� �E�L�U�G�
�V�� �H�\�H�� �Y�L�H�Z�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �L�Q�F�H�Q�W�L�Y�H�V�� �D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H�� �L�Q�� �(�3�=�V�� �R�I��
Bangladesh.

Year wise investment

�3�5�2�'�8�&�7�:�,�6�(���(�1�7�(�5�3�5�,�6�(�6

Year wise Export

(upto October, 2008)

Sl No.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

Product

Garments
Textile
Terry Towel
�.�Q�L�W���	���2�W�K�H�U���7�H�[�W�L�O�H
�*�D�U�P�H�Q�W�V���$�F�F�H�V�V�R�U�L�H�V
Caps
Tent
�(�O�H�F�W�U�L�F���	���(�O�H�F�W�U�R�Q�L�F�V
�)�R�R�W�Z�H�D�U���	���/�H�D�W�K�H�U
Metal Product
Plastic Goods
Paper Product
�)�L�V�K�L�Q�J���5�H�H�O���	���*�R�O�I
Rope
Service Printed Industries
�$�J�U�R���3�U�R�G�X�F�W
Miscellaneous
Gr. Totall

Unit

69
33
16
30
38
7
5
16
13
11
14
2
1
2
3
8
24
292Year

2000-2001
2002-2003
2003-2004
2004-2005
2005-2006
2006-2007
2007-2008
2008-2009 (upto Oct, 2008)

�,�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W�����$�F�W�X�D�O���0���8�6����

55.70
102.63
115.05
118.52
112.89
152.37
302.19
52.90

�(�[�S�R�U�W�����0���8�6����

1067.87
1200.00
1354.00
1548.68
1836.18
2063.67
2429.58
878.57

Year

2001-2002
2002-2003
2003-2004
2004-2005
2005-2006
2006-2007
2007-2008
2008-2009 (upto Oct, 2008)
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      Anniversary
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40th
 

Facilities & Incentive

Prospective Sectors for the foreign Investors

Tax Holiday

Investment Guarantee

�*�V�I���$�Q�G���0�I�Q���6�W�D�W�X�V

Low Cost of Business

Trained Labour

�/�R�Z���:�D�J�H�V

�5�H�S�D�W�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���3�U�R�À�W���F�D�S�L�W�D�O

Serviced Plots

Std. Factory Building

Roads

Drainage

�8�7�,�/�,�7�,�(�6���(�7�3�����:�7�3�����3�*�3

Service Buildings

Banks

Commercial Complex

Import Permit

�(�[�S�R�U�W���3�H�U�P�L�W

�:�R�U�N���3�H�U�P�L�W

Sub-contract Permit

Commercial Complex

Medical

Fire Service

Security

Health/investors Club

Incentives

Infrastructure

�2�Q
�H

���:�L�Q
�G

�R
�Z

���6�H
�U

�Y
�L�F

�H

�$�S�D�U�W���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���S�U�R�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H���P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J�� �V�H�F�W�R�U�V���O�L�N�H���W�H�[�W�L�O�H�V���� �O�H�D�W�K�H�U���D�Q�G���O�H�D�W�K�H�U���J�R�R�G�V���� �M�X�W�H���	�� �M�X�W�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���� �H�O�H�F�W�U�L�F�D�O���	�� �H�O�H�F�W�U�R�Q�L�F�V����
�P�H�W�D�O���S�D�U�W�V���D�Q�G���P�R�O�G�H�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���� �S�K�D�U�P�D�F�H�X�W�L�F�D�O�V���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�
�V���(�3�=�V���K�D�Y�H���D�O�V�R���R�S�H�Q�H�G���X�S���(�3�=�� �E�D�V�H�G���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���R�U�L�H�Q�W�H�G���V�H�F�W�R�U�V���O�L�N�H���3�R�Z�H�U��
�*�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����8�W�L�O�L�W�\���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H���3�U�R�M�H�F�W�V�����(�I�Á�X�H�Q�W���7�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W���3�U�R�M�H�F�W�V�����D�Q�G���:�D�W�H�U���7�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W���3�U�R�M�H�F�W�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���F�R�P�S�H�W�H�Q�W���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�R�U�V�����)�R�U�H�L�J�Q��
�H�Q�W�U�H�S�U�H�Q�H�X�U�V�K�L�S���V�N�L�O�O���L�Q���W�K�H�V�H���W�\�S�H���R�I���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\���R�U�L�H�Q�W�H�G���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V���D�U�H���Z�H�O�O���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G���D�Q�G���W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�����G�H�V�H�U�Y�H���G�X�H���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
�I�U�R�P���W�K�H���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����7�K�H���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�R�U�V���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���P�D�\���À�Q�G���W�K�H�V�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V���W�U�X�O�\���U�H�Z�D�U�G�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���U�H�W�X�U�Q���R�Q���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���R�Q���W�K�L�V���N�L�Q�G��
of projects are encouraging.

�&�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�Z�R���Q�H�Z���=�R�Q�H�V���²���W�K�H���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H���D�K�H�D�G
�2�Q���W�K�H���E�D�F�N�G�U�R�S���R�I���J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J���G�H�P�D�Q�G���E�\���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�R�U�V���W�K�H���D�S�H�[���E�R�G�\���R�I���W�K�H���$�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���I�R�U�P�D�O�O�\���D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G���W�Z�R���Q�H�Z���(�3�=�V���Q�D�P�H�O�\���0�H�J�K�Q�D���(�3�=��

�D�Q�G���)�H�Q�L�� �(�3�=�� �L�Q���W�K�H���'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W���R�I�� �0�X�Q�V�K�L�J�D�Q�M���D�Q�G���)�H�Q�L�� �U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���� �0�H�J�K�Q�D���(�3�=���� �K�D�Y�L�Q�J�� �L�W�V���H�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�W���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H���Q�H�D�U���W�R���'�K�D�N�D��
Chittagong National Highway, proximity to Capital City Dhaka and adjacent to an already growing industrial cluster, has bright prospect to 
�Á�R�X�U�L�V�K��

�&�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�Y�H���D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H���R�I�� �)�H�Q�L���(�3�=�� �G�H�S�H�Q�G�V���R�Q���L�W�V���H�D�V�\�� �D�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �W�R���&�K�L�W�W�D�J�R�Q�J���S�R�U�W�����7�K�H���=�R�Q�H���L�V���R�Q�O�\�� �������� �N�P���D�Z�D�\�� �I�U�R�P���W�K�H���S�R�U�W��
�Z�K�L�F�K���Z�L�O�O���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H���W�K�H���H�[�S�R�U�W���D�Q�G���L�P�S�R�U�W���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�L�V���=�R�Q�H���F�R�P�S�D�U�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\���I�D�V�W�H�U���W�K�D�Q���R�W�K�H�U�V�����7�K�L�V���]�R�Q�H���L�V���H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G���W�R��
�E�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���R�Q�����������$�F�U�H�V���R�I���O�D�Q�G���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�L�O�O���F�U�H�D�W�H���H�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q�����������������Z�R�U�N�H�U�V���D�Q�G���H�P�S�O�R�\�H�H�V�����%�(�3�=�$���K�D�V���D��
�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���R�I���F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J���Q�H�Z���=�R�Q�H�V���N�H�H�S�L�Q�J���S�D�F�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���G�D�\���Q�H�H�G���R�I���W�K�H���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�R�U�V���D�Q�G���F�X�V�W�R�P�L�]�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W���L�Q���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�
�V���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W��

�1�H�Z���=�R�Q�H�V���X�Q�G�H�U���3�X�E�O�L�F���3�U�L�Y�D�W�H���3�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S
�7�K�H���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W���R�I�� �(�[�S�R�U�W���3�U�R�F�H�V�V�L�Q�J�� �=�R�Q�H���Z�R�U�O�G���Z�L�G�H���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���X�Q�G�H�U�J�R�L�Q�J�� �U�D�S�L�G���W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���U�H�V�S�H�F�W���W�R���L�W�V���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O���I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N����

�P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�� �S�D�W�W�H�U�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �D�U�H�D�� �R�I�� �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�� �V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V�����7�K�H�� �=�R�Q�H�V�� �D�U�H�� �Q�R�� �P�R�U�H�� �D�� �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �Q�D�U�U�R�Z�� �H�Q�F�O�D�Y�H�� �U�D�W�K�H�U�� �L�W�� �L�V��
becoming more integrated with the economic development process of the country.

�%�(�3�=�$�� �K�D�V�� �D�O�V�R�� �E�H�H�Q�� �L�Q�� �F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W�� �V�H�D�U�F�K�� �I�R�U�� �D�G�R�S�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �D�� �P�R�U�H�� �P�D�U�N�H�W�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�Y�H�� �=�R�Q�H�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�� �D�Q�G�� �P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�� �S�R�O�L�F�\���� �,�Q��
�S�X�U�V�X�L�W���R�I�� �V�X�F�K���S�R�O�L�F�\�� �W�K�H���$�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\�� �K�D�V���S�O�D�Q�Q�H�G���W�R���D�G�R�S�W���3�X�E�O�L�F���3�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S�V���L�Q���W�K�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I�� �Q�H�Z�� �]�R�Q�H�V���D�Q�G���U�H�O�D�W�H�G��
�L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V���D�Q�G���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�����7�K�H���Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H�V���D�U�H���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�R���U�X�Q���X�Q�G�H�U���F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V�����)�R�X�U���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���R�S�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���W�K�H�V�H���N�L�Q�G�V���R�I���Q�H�Z���(�3�=�V��
are as follows:

�)�L�U�V�W���2�S�W�L�R�Q�����%�(�3�=�$���Z�R�X�O�G���D�F�T�X�L�U�H���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G�����3�U�L�Y�D�W�H���H�Q�W�U�H�S�U�H�Q�H�X�U�V���P�D�\���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�L�U���L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�Y�H��
ideas and run these on commercial principles.

�6�H�F�R�Q�G�� �2�S�W�L�R�Q���� �&�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �O�R�V�V�� �P�D�N�L�Q�J�� �6�2�(�V�� �D�Q�G�� �Y�D�F�D�Q�W�� �O�D�Q�G�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �L�Q�W�R�� �(�3�=�V���� �1�R�U�P�D�O�O�\�� �V�W�D�W�H�� �R�Z�Q�H�G�� �H�Q�W�H�U�S�U�L�V�H�� �L�V��
�G�H�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�]�H�G���R�Q���S�X�E�O�L�F���E�L�G�G�L�Q�J���V�\�V�W�H�P��

���%�L�G�G�H�U���Z�L�O�O���H�Q�W�H�U���L�Q�W�R���D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���%�(�3�=�$���W�R���K�D�Y�H���(�3�=���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�������%�L�G�G�H�U���P�D�\���L�Q�Y�H�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H���]�R�Q�H���D�V���6�L�Q�J�O�H���)�D�F�W�R�U�\���(�3�=��
�R�U���F�D�Q���L�Q�Y�L�W�H���R�W�K�H�U�V���W�R���L�Q�Y�H�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H���]�R�Q�H��

���=�R�Q�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���R�S�H�U�D�W�H�G���E�\���%�(�3�=�$��
���6�H�F�W�R�U���&�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���P�D�\���D�O�V�R���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���K�D�Q�G���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H�L�U���O�R�V�V���P�D�N�L�Q�J���H�Q�W�H�U�S�U�L�V�H�V���W�R���%�(�3�=�$���W�R���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�W���(�3�=���R�Q���S�U�R�À�W���V�K�D�U�L�Q�J���E�D�V�L�V��
�7�K�L�U�G���2�S�W�L�R�Q�����'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�I���=�R�Q�H���E�\���W�K�H���H�Q�W�U�H�S�U�H�Q�H�X�U�V���0�R�G�H�O�����%�(�3�=�$���Z�L�O�O���D�F�T�X�L�U�H���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G�����(�Q�W�H�U�S�U�L�V�H�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���J�L�Y�H�Q���W�K�H���D�O�O�R�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I��

land.
���(�Q�W�H�U�S�U�L�V�H�V���Z�L�O�O���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���F�U�H�D�W�H���D�O�O���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\���L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V���R�Q���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�Y�H���E�D�V�L�V��
-Development cost will be adjusted against rental.
�)�R�X�U�W�K���2�S�W�L�R�Q�����O�D�Q�G���D�F�T�X�L�V�L�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�I���]�R�Q�H�V���E�\���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���V�H�F�W�R�U���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�R�U�\���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���Z�L�W�K���%�(�3�=�$�����'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���O�D�Q�G���Z�L�O�O��

be arranged by the investors.
���%�(�3�=�$�������3�U�L�Y�D�W�H���(�Q�W�U�H�S�U�H�Q�H�X�U�V���Z�L�O�O���F�U�H�D�W�H���D�O�O���L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V��
���5�H�J�X�O�D�W�R�U�\���I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���P�D�G�H���E�\���%�(�3�=�$���D�V���S�H�U���H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J���Q�R�U�P�V��

Conclusion
�:�L�W�K���W�K�H���F�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���J�O�R�E�D�O���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���V�F�H�Q�D�U�L�R���W�K�H���(�3�=�V���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���K�D�Y�H���U�H�Y�L�V�H�G���L�W�V���H�[�S�D�Q�V�L�R�Q���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\���D�Q�G���L�Q���W�X�Q�H���Z�L�W�K��

�W�K�H���Y�D�U�L�H�G���Q�H�H�G�V���R�I�� �W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���G�D�\���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�H�V���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���(�3�=���$�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\�����%�(�3�=�$�����L�V���F�X�V�W�R�P�L�]�L�Q�J���L�W�V���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���L�Q�F�H�Q�W�L�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V����
�2�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���X�S���R�I���Q�H�Z���V�H�F�W�R�U�V���R�I���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���K�D�Y�H���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���D�Q���H�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�W���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R���S�U�R�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�R�U�V�����1�H�Z���]�R�Q�H�V���L�Q���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F�D�O�O�\���O�R�F�D�W�H�G��
places with state of art industrial facilities and pro-investment institutional frame work providing the right kind of environment to grow. 
�%�(�3�=�$���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�V���W�K�D�W���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�R�U�V���I�U�R�P���D�O�O���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���J�O�R�E�H���Z�R�X�O�G���À�Q�G���W�K�H���(�3�=�V���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���D�V���D���W�U�X�O�\���D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���G�H�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q��
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Bangladesh: Your Assured Destination for Investment
Bangladesh is a vibrant economy that has, despite the recent global economic meltdown, maintained a consistent growth rate of around 6%. 

�:�L�W�K���D���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���F�O�R�V�H���W�R�����������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H�����%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���E�R�D�V�W�V���R�I���D�Q���H�I�À�F�L�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���H�Q�W�U�H�S�U�H�Q�H�X�U���Z�R�U�N�I�R�U�F�H���W�K�D�W���L�V���F�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�U�R�À�O�H��
of the economy. Bangladesh’s seaports, historically, had been “ports of call” of ancient traders, and hub of economic activity connecting the 
�:�H�V�W���D�Q�G���W�K�H���)�D�U���(�D�V�W�����7�R�G�D�\�� �Z�H���D�U�H���Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V�L�Q�J�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�·�V�� �U�H�V�X�U�J�H�Q�F�H���D�V���D���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���K�X�E���� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���R�F�F�X�S�L�H�V���D���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F�� �O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�V���D��
�E�U�L�G�J�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���6�R�X�W�K���D�Q�G���6�R�X�W�K���(�D�V�W���$�V�L�D���D�Q�G���E�H�\�R�Q�G�����'�H�V�S�L�W�H���W�K�H���U�H�F�H�Q�W���J�O�R�E�D�O���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���F�U�L�V�L�V�����%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�·�V���X�Q�G�L�V�W�X�U�E�H�G���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W��
growth over the past decade has proved the resilience of its economy. Its favorable investment climate has been lauded by many around the 
�Z�R�U�O�G�����%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���K�D�V���O�L�V�W�H�G���L�Q���*�R�O�G�P�D�Q���6�D�F�K�V�·���¶�1�H�[�W���,�,�·���D�Q�G���-�3���0�R�U�J�D�Q�·�V���¶�)�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U���)�L�Y�H���µ���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G���D�Q�G���3�R�R�U�����6���	���3�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���0�R�R�G�\�·�V��
�K�D�Y�H���S�O�D�F�H�G���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���D�K�H�D�G���R�I���D�O�O���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���L�Q���6�R�X�W�K���$�V�L�D�����H�[�F�H�S�W���,�Q�G�L�D��

�:�K�\���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�"
Industrious low-cost workforce: Bangladesh offers a well-educated, highly adaptive and industrious workforce with the lowest wages 

and salaries in the region. 57.3% of the population is under 25, providing a youthful group for recruitment. The country has consistently 
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���D���V�N�L�O�O�H�G���Z�R�U�N�I�R�U�F�H���D�L�P�L�Q�J���W�R���F�D�W�H�U���W�K�H���Q�H�H�G���R�I���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�R�U�V�����(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���L�V���Z�L�G�H�O�\���V�S�R�N�H�Q�����P�D�N�L�Q�J���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���H�D�V�\�����7�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G�V���R�I��
Bangladesh nationals who have wide work experience abroad add to the national reservoir of skill.

Strong Local market and growth: Bangladesh has proved to be an attractive investment location with its approx. 150 million population 
and consistent economic growth leading to strong and growing domestic demand. Its policy is to establish a strong regional connectivity 
�D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�X�U�V�����$�O�U�H�D�G�\���D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W���R�Q���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���U�H�D�F�K�H�G���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�����,�Q�G�L�D�����1�H�S�D�O���D�Q�G���%�K�X�W�D�Q���Z�K�L�F�K��
opens the great opportunities in the huge next door markets. Its close proximity to China and India also opens doors to a vast market which is 
projected to grow to 3 billion by 2050. 

Low cost of energy and land: �(�Q�H�U�J�\�� �S�U�L�F�H�V�� �L�Q�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �D�U�H�� �P�R�V�W���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�Y�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�����7�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�Q�� �J�U�H�H�Q�� �F�R�P�S�U�H�V�V�H�G��
natural gas is less than 20% of the diesel price. Many a multinational companies have already invested in gas exploration in Bangladesh. The 
cost of land is also lowest in the region.

Proven export competitiveness: �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���H�Q�M�R�\�V���T�X�R�W�D���D�Q�G���W�D�U�L�I�I���I�U�H�H���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���W�K�H���(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q���8�Q�L�R�Q�����&�D�Q�D�G�D�����$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D���D�Q�G���-�D�S�D�Q�������,�W��
�H�Q�M�R�\�V���*�6�3���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���D�V���/�'�&���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���I�R�U���H�[�S�R�U�W���W�R���8�6�$�����+�H�U���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���H�[�S�R�U�W���J�U�R�Z�W�K���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���U�H�F�R�U�G�H�G���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\���������������Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���D���W�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\���W�R��
its export competitiveness.

Competitive incentives: ���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���R�I�I�H�U�V���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���O�L�E�H�U�D�O���)�'�,���U�H�J�L�P�H���L�Q���À�V�F�D�O���D�Q�G���Q�R�Q���À�V�F�D�O���L�Q�F�H�Q�W�L�Y�H�V���L�Q���6�R�X�W�K���$�V�L�D�����D�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J������������
�I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���H�T�X�L�W�\���Z�L�W�K���X�Q�U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�H�G���H�[�L�W���S�R�O�L�F�\�����U�H�P�L�W�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���U�R�\�D�O�W�\���D�Q�G���U�H�S�D�W�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���S�U�R�À�W�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�F�R�P�H��

Special Economic Zones: Bangladesh offers export-oriented industrial enclaves with infrastructural facilities and logistical support for 
foreign investors. The country is also developing its core infrastructures, including roads, highways, surface transport and port facilities 
�I�R�U�� �D�� �E�H�W�W�H�U�� �E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�����$�� �E�L�O�O�L�R�Q�� �G�R�O�O�D�U�� �F�U�H�G�L�W�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �L�Q�N�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �,�Q�G�L�D�� �U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\�� �I�R�U�� �L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J��
communication and transport sectors and facilities at sea ports.

Positive climate: Bangladesh has a largely homogenous society with people living in harmony irrespective of race and religion. 
Bangladesh, having a democratic country enjoying broad bi-partisan political support for private investment, now boasts for its political 
�V�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���� �F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �H�[�W�U�H�P�L�V�P���� �,�W�� �R�I�I�H�U�V�� ���������� �I�R�U�H�L�J�Q�� �H�T�X�L�W�\�� �R�U�� �R�Z�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S�� �L�Q�� �L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O�� �L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���� �� �)�R�U�H�L�J�Q�� �H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�� �U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
�K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���U�H�O�D�[�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���P�D�[�L�P�X�P���O�L�P�L�W���D�Q�G���L�W�V���F�X�U�U�H�Q�F�\���7�D�N�D���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���P�D�G�H���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�W�L�E�O�H�����5�H�S�D�W�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���F�D�S�L�W�D�O���D�O�R�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���S�U�R�À�W��
�G�L�Y�L�G�H�Q�G�V���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���P�D�G�H���H�D�V�\���D�Q�G���V�L�P�S�O�L�À�H�G�����7�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R���U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���L�V�V�X�L�Q�J���:�R�U�N���3�H�U�P�L�W���W�R���D���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�����%�R�D�U�G���R�I���,�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W�����%�2�,����

offers one stop service to the investors.
�'�L�U�H�F�W���V�X�S�H�U�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���R�I���3�U�L�P�H���0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�·�V���2�I�À�F�H�����3�0�2�������$�O�O���W�K�H���P�D�M�R�U���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���G�H�D�O�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W�����V�X�F�K���D�V���%�2�,�����%�(�3�=�$�����H�W�F������

have been kept under direct supervision of the Hon’ble Prime Minister in order to ensure timely services, easy process and one-stop service 
for investment and to address directly any problems therein.

Legal Protection:���$�Q���$�F�W�� �R�I�� �3�D�U�O�L�D�P�H�Q�W�� �S�D�V�V�H�G�� �L�Q�� ���������� �J�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H�V�� �O�H�J�D�O�� �S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �H�[�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q���� �1�R�Q��
�F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O���U�L�V�N�V���R�I�� �L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���D�U�H���D�O�V�R���F�R�Y�H�U�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���0�X�O�W�L�O�D�W�H�U�D�O���,�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���*�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H���$�J�H�Q�F�\�� ���0�,�*�$������ �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���L�V���D�O�V�R���D���S�D�U�W�\�� �W�R��
�2�Y�H�U�V�H�D�V���3�U�L�Y�D�W�H���,�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���&�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����2�3�,�&�������8�6�$�����,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���&�H�Q�W�H�U���I�R�U���6�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���,�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���'�L�V�S�X�W�H�V�����,�&�6�,�'�������:�R�U�O�G���,�Q�W�H�O�O�H�F�W�X�D�O��
�3�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����:�,�3�2�������$�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W�V���R�Q���$�Y�R�L�G�D�Q�F�H���R�I���'�R�X�E�O�H���7�D�[�D�W�L�R�Q���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���V�L�J�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K���P�D�Q�\���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�������������L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���-�D�S�D�Q����
�8���.�������,�W�D�O�\�����&�D�Q�D�G�D�����6�Z�H�G�H�Q�����0�D�O�D�\�V�L�D�����6�L�Q�J�D�S�R�U�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F���R�I���.�R�U�H�D�����6�R�P�H���P�R�U�H���V�X�F�K���D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W�V�����������D�U�H���E�H�L�Q�J���Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�H�G����

Furthermore, Bangladesh offers some competitive Investment Incentives:
�&�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�H���W�D�[���K�R�O�L�G�D�\�����2�X�W�V�L�G�H���(�3�=�V�������������W�R�������\�H�D�U�V���I�R�U���V�H�O�H�F�W�H�G���V�H�F�W�R�U�V��
���$�F�F�H�O�H�U�D�W�H�G���G�H�S�U�H�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���F�R�V�W���R�I���P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�U�\���I�R�U���Q�H�Z���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���L�Q���O�L�H�X���R�I���W�D�[���K�R�O�L�G�D�\��
Reduced Corporate Tax for 5 to 7 years in lieu of tax holidays and accelerated depreciation;
Tariff concessions on import of capital machinery, tariff concessions on import of raw materials of the export oriented industries, bonded 

warehousing facilities, etc.;
Cash incentives and export subsidies ranging from 5% to 20 % on the FOB value of selected products;
Funds for exports promotion, exports credit guarantee scheme, permission for domestic sales up to 20% by export-oriented companies 

�R�X�W�V�L�G�H���(�3�=��
Remittance of royalty, technical know-how and technical assistance fees;
�&�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�K�L�S���E�\���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�Q�J���D���P�L�Q�L�P�X�P���R�I���8�6�������������������������D�Q�G���S�H�U�P�D�Q�H�Q�W���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���S�H�U�P�L�W�V���R�Q���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�Q�J���8�6������������������

�7�K�H���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���L�Q�F�H�Q�W�L�Y�H�V���R�I�I�H�U�H�G���W�R���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���L�Q�������H�L�J�K�W�����(�3�=�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H��

10 years tax holiday;
Concessionary tax for 5 years, after 10 years;
�'�X�W�\���D�Q�G���W�D�[���I�U�H�H���H�[�S�R�U�W�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���(�3�=��
Readymade factory building;
�(�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�W���L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���O�R�J�L�V�W�L�F�V��
Duty free import of Machinery, raw and construction materials;
Business and administrative support services;

It offers also special incentives for investment in power sector.  Power sector is on the forefront of all infrastructure projects. Special 
�L�Q�F�H�Q�W�L�Y�H�V���L�Q���W�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�R�U���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���������\�H�D�U�V���W�D�[���K�R�O�L�G�D�\�V�����H�[�H�P�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���L�P�S�R�U�W���G�X�W�L�H�V�����Y�D�O�X�H���D�G�G�H�G���W�D�[�����9�$�7�������V�X�U�F�K�D�U�J�H�V���D�Q�G���L�P�S�R�U�W���S�H�U�P�L�W���I�H�H�V��
�R�Q���L�P�S�R�U�W�V���R�I���S�O�D�Q�W�V�����H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���V�S�D�U�H���S�D�U�W�V���X�S���W�R���W�H�Q���S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���Y�D�O�X�H���R�I���W�R�W�D�O���S�O�D�Q�W���D�Q�G���H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���D���S�H�U�L�R�G���R�I���W�Z�H�O�Y�H��
years of commercial operation. Incentives also include exemption of tax on foreign lending, foreign loan interest, royalties, technical know-
�K�R�Z���D�Q�G���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���I�H�H�V�����I�U�H�H���U�H�S�D�W�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���H�T�X�L�W�\���D�Q�G���G�L�Y�L�G�H�Q�G�V�����H�W�F��
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Bangladesh Visa Information

�%�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���Y�L�V�D�����%���9�L�V�D����

Letter of Invitation / Sponsorship from any local Bangladeshi 
�F�R�P�S�D�Q�\�� �R�U�� �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�L�� �E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�U�� �O�H�W�W�H�U�� �R�I��
�U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�� �I�U�R�P�� �D�Q�\�� �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G�� �&�K�D�P�E�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �&�R�P�P�H�U�F�H�� �D�Q�G��
Industry of the concerned country; 

�'�X�O�\���À�O�O�H�G���L�Q���9�L�V�D���$�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���)�R�U�P����
Visa fee; 
�3�D�V�V�S�R�U�W���V�L�]�H���U�H�F�H�Q�W���S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�V���Z�L�W�K���Z�K�L�W�H���E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G�����W�Z�R���F�R�S�L�H�V����
Passport with minimum six months validity. 

�(�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W���9�L�V�D�����(���9�L�V�D����

Letter of Recommendation explaining condition of appointment from 
�F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�H�G���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\�������%�2�,�������%�(�3�=�$���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K����

�'�X�O�\���À�O�O�H�G���L�Q���9�L�V�D���$�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���)�R�U�P����
Visa fee; 
�3�D�V�V�S�R�U�W���V�L�]�H���U�H�F�H�Q�W���S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�V���Z�L�W�K���Z�K�L�W�H���E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G�����W�Z�R���F�R�S�L�H�V����
Passport with minimum six months validity. 

�7�R�X�U�L�V�W���9�L�V�D�����7���9�L�V�D����

Letter of Invitation from any Bangladeshi tourist operator or any 
Chinese tourist operator; 

�'�X�O�\���À�O�O�H�G���L�Q���9�L�V�D���$�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���)�R�U�P����
Visa fee; 
�3�D�V�V�S�R�U�W���V�L�]�H���U�H�F�H�Q�W���S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�V���Z�L�W�K���Z�K�L�W�H���E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G�����W�Z�R���F�R�S�L�H�V����
Passport with minimum six months validity. 

�6�W�X�G�H�Q�W���9�L�V�D�����6���9�L�V�D����

�/�H�W�W�H�U�� �R�I�� �5�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�U�� �2�I�I�H�U�� �/�H�W�W�H�U�� �I�U�R�P�� �D�Q�\�� �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G��
educational institution of Bangladesh; 

�/�H�W�W�H�U���R�I���6�S�R�Q�V�R�U�V�K�L�S���D�Q�G���%�D�Q�N���*�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H���&�H�U�W�L�À�F�D�W�H����
�'�X�O�\���À�O�O�H�G���L�Q���9�L�V�D���$�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���)�R�U�P����
Visa fee; 
�3�D�V�V�S�R�U�W���V�L�]�H���U�H�F�H�Q�W���S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�V���Z�L�W�K���Z�K�L�W�H���E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G�����W�Z�R���F�R�S�L�H�V����
Passport with minimum six months validity. 

�5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���9�L�V�D�����5���9�L�V�D����

Letter of Recommendation from concerned Department / 
Institution of Bangladesh; 

�/ �H�W�W�H�U�� �R�I �� �$�F�F�H�S�W�D�Q�F�H�� �I �U�R�P�� �F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�H�G�� �0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\ �� �R�I��
Bangladesh; 

�'�X�O�\���À�O�O�H�G���L�Q���9�L�V�D���$�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���)�R�U�P����
Visa fee; 
�3�D�V�V�S�R�U�W���V�L�]�H���U�H�F�H�Q�W���S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�V���Z�L�W�K���Z�K�L�W�H���E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G�����W�Z�R��

copies; 
Passport with minimum six months validity. 

�-�R�X�U�Q�D�O�L�V�W���9�L�V�D�����-���9�L�V�D����

Letter of Recommendation explaining purpose of the visit 
to Bangladesh from concerned Department of Bangladesh or 
authentic media / sending authority; 

�'�X�O�\���À�O�O�H�G���L�Q���9�L�V�D���$�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���)�R�U�P����
Visa fee; 
�3�D�V�V�S�R�U�W���V�L�]�H���U�H�F�H�Q�W���S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�V���Z�L�W�K���Z�K�L�W�H���E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G�����W�Z�R��

copies; 
Passport with minimum six months validity. 
N.B.  It is noted here that Journalist Visas are usually issued 

�D�I�W�H�U�� �J�H�W�W�L�Q�J�� �F�O�H�D�U�D�Q�F�H�� �I�U�R�P�� �(�[�W�H�U�Q�D�O�� �3�X�E�O�L�F�L�W�\�� �:�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
�0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\���R�I���)�R�U�H�L�J�Q���$�I�I�D�L�U�V���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�����,�W���Q�H�H�G�V���D�W���O�H�D�V�W���W�Z�R��
weeks to issue visa after receiving visa application.

�3�U�L�Y�D�W�H���,�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���9�L�V�D�����3�,���Y�L�V�D����

Letter of Recommendation from Board of Investment (BOI) 
�R�U�� �%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�� �(�[�S�R�U�W�� �3�U�R�F�H�V�V�L�Q�J�� �=�R�Q�H���$�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\�� ���%�(�3�=�$����
explaining authentic investor to Bangladesh; 

�'�X�O�\���À�O�O�H�G���L�Q���9�L�V�D���$�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���)�R�U�P����
Visa fee; 
�3�D�V�V�S�R�U�W���V�L�]�H���U�H�F�H�Q�W���S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�V���Z�L�W�K���Z�K�L�W�H���E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G�����W�Z�R��

copies; 
Passport with minimum six months validity. 

Urgent visas are processed and delivered on the same day of receiving visa applications; 
Ordinary visas are processed and delivered on the following day of receiving visa applications; 
�7�K�H���Y�L�V�D���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�K�L�F�K���D�U�H���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���E�\���S�R�V�W�D�O���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�����(�0�6�����D�U�H���D�O�V�R���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�G���D�Q�G���S�R�V�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���Q�H�D�U�H�V�W���3�R�V�W���2�I�À�F�H���E�\���U�H�W�X�U�Q���(�0�6���R�Q��

�W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���G�D�\���R�I���U�H�F�H�L�Y�L�Q�J���(�0�6����

      Visa fee for Chinese citizen:

  SI No.  Type of Entry  Ordinary  Urgent

  1.  Singe Entry  RMB 200  RMB 300

  2.  Double Entry  RMB 250  RMB 350

  3.  Multiple Entry  RMB 585  RMB 585

�)�R�U���P�R�U�H���G�H�W�D�L�O�V�����S�O�H�D�V�H���Y�L�V�L�W���W�K�H���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H���R�I���W�K�H���(�P�E�D�V�V�\���R�I���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K���W�R���&�K�L�Q�D�������+�<�3�(�5�/�,�1�.�����K�W�W�S�������Z�Z�Z���E�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�H�P�E�D�V�V�\���F�R�P���F�Q������
http://www.bangladeshembassy.com.cn/

N.B. The government of Bangladesh is going to introduce in this Mission Machine Readable Passport (MRP) and Machine Readable Visa (MRV) soon. 
�:�K�H�Q���W�K�L�V���Z�L�O�O���F�R�P�H���L�Q�W�R���H�I�I�H�F�W�����W�K�H���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���D�W���W�K�H���0�L�V�V�L�R�Q�
�V���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H��

Mode of Submission of visa application to the Embassy and mode of delivery of visas to the applicants after processing:
�'�L�U�H�F�W�O�\�����$�S�S�O�L�F�D�Q�W�V�� �R�U�� �D�X�W�K�H�Q�W�L�F�� �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �D�S�S�O�L�F�D�Q�W�V�� �P�D�\�� �Z�L�V�K�� �W�R�� �G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\�� �V�X�E�P�L�W�� �W�K�H�� �Y�L�V�D�� �D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�O�R�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K�� �R�W�K�H�U��

�U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���Y�L�V�D���I�H�H���L�Q���F�D�V�K���I�U�R�P���������������W�R���������������K�U�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J���R�I�À�F�H���G�D�\���R�I���W�K�H���Z�H�H�N���W�R���W�K�H���U�H�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q���U�R�R�P���R�I���W�K�H���(�P�E�D�V�V�\�����$�I�W�H�U��
�S�U�R�F�H�V�V�L�Q�J�����F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�H�G���R�I�À�F�L�D�O���Z�R�X�O�G���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U���Y�L�V�D�V���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���W�R���W�K�H���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�Q�W�V���R�U���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H�V���I�U�R�P���������������W�R���������������K�U�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J���R�I�À�F�H��
�G�D�\���R�I���W�K�H���Z�H�H�N���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���U�H�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q���U�R�R�P���R�I���W�K�H���(�P�E�D�V�V�\����

�%�\�� �3�R�V�W�D�O�� �6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�����$�S�S�O�L�F�D�Q�W�V�� �P�D�\�� �Z�L�V�K�� �W�R�� �V�H�Q�G�� �Y�L�V�D�� �D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���� �P�R�Q�H�\�� �U�H�F�H�L�S�W�� �R�I�� �Y�L�V�D�� �I�H�H�� �D�Q�G�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W�� �G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V�� �E�\�� �(�0�6����
�7�K�H���S�D�V�V�S�R�U�W�V���D�I�W�H�U���H�Q�G�R�U�V�L�Q�J�� �Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\�� �Y�L�V�D�V�� �Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���U�H�W�X�U�Q�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�Q�W�V���E�\�� �U�H�W�X�U�Q���(�0�6���� �,�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �F�D�V�H���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���5�0�%�������� �Z�R�X�O�G��
be included with the Visa Fee. �$�S�S�O�L�F�D�Q�W�V�� �D�U�H�� �D�G�Y�L�V�H�G�� �W�R�� �V�H�Q�G�� �P�R�Q�H�\�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �S�R�V�W�D�O�� �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�� �L�Q�� �I�D�Y�R�X�U�� �R�I�� �3�D�V�V�S�R�U�W�� �6�H�F�W�L�R�Q���� �(�P�E�D�V�V�\�� �R�I��
Bangladesh, 42 Guang Hua Lu, Beijing, China. 

Required time for processing and delivering visas:

BANGLADESH ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS GUIDE
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Footwear Agricultural Products Shrimps and Fish Light Engineering Products
1.Apex Footwear Limited

Tel:88-02-8828258
Fax:88-02-8813038
�(�P�D�L�O���D�Á�#�F�L�W�H�F�K�F�R���Q�H�W
�:�H�E���Z�Z�Z���D�S�H�[�I�R�R�W�Z�H�D�U���F�R�P

2.Jennys Shoes Ltd.

Tel:88-02-8826350
Fax:88-02-8823372
�(�P�D�L�O���M�H�Q�Q�\�V�#�E�D�Q�J�O�D���Q�H�W

3.Amit Footwear Ltd.

Tel:88-02-9804046
Fax:88-028314142

.4.Lalmai Footwear Ltd.

Tel:88-02-9567312
Fax:88-02-9564633
�(�P�D�L�O���O�D�O�P�D�L�#�E�G�P�D�L�O���Q�H�W

5.Legacy Footwear Ltd.

Tel:88-02-8319663
Fax;88-02-8313510
�(�P�D�L�O���D�]�L�]���O�E�O�#�E�D�Q�J�O�D���Q�H�W

1.Agricultural Marketing 

Company

Tel:88-02-9563126

2.Green Trade House

Tel:88-02-8317169
Fax:88-02-8315280

�����*�U�H�H�Q���:�D�\���7�U�D�G�H�U�V

Tel:88-02-9560506

4.M.A. Zinnah Enterprise

Tel:88-02-9334476
Fax:88-02-7122967

5.B.D Corporation

Tel:88-02-9551823

6.Blue International

Tel:88-02-9551823

1.Apex Foods Ltd.

Tel:88-02-9562383
Fax:88-02-9562387
�0�D�L�O���I�D�F�W�R�U�\�#�D�S�H�[�I�R�R�G�V���F�R�P

2.Asian Sea Food Ltd.

Tel:88-02-9553916
Fax:88-02-9560139
�0�D�L�O���V�H�D�I�R�R�G�#�E�W�W�E���Q�H�W���E�G

3.Bionic Fish Processing Ltd.

Tel:88-041-721045
Fax:88-041-731231

4..International Shrimp Export 

Ltd.

Tel:88-041-720128
Fax:88-041-720111
�0�D�L�O���V�H�D�I�R�R�G�#�N�K�X�O�Q�D�Q�H�W���Q�H�W

5.Gemini Sea food Ltd.

Tel:88-02-9138242
Fax:88-02-9115242
�(�P�D�L�O���J�H�P�L�Q�L�#�E�G�F�R�P���F�R�P

6.Landmark Footwear Ltd.

Tel:88-02-9338369
Fax:88-02-8311040
�(�P�D�L�O���O�D�Q�G�P�D�U�N�#�D�L�W�O�E�G���Q�H�W

7.Surma Leather&Footwear Ind.Ltd.

Tel:88-02-9557913
Fax:88-02-9558790
�(�P�D�L�O���P�D�U�V�X�#�F�L�W�H�F�K�F�R���Q�H�W

8.Jass Leather Industries Ltd.

Tel:88-02-9559979
Fax:88-02-9561305
�(�P�D�L�O���M�D�V�V�#�E�R�O���R�Q�O�L�Q�H�����F�R�P

9.Bay Footwear Ltd.

Tel:88-02-9661134
Fax:88-02-8618716
�(�Q�D�L�O���E�D�\�I�R�R�W�#�G�K�D�N�D���Q�H�W

10.Bangladesh Export Ltd.

Tel:88-02-8815142
Fax:88-02-8815143
�(�P�D�L�O���E�G�H�[�S�R�U�W�#�E�D�Q�J�O�D���Q�H�W

6.Concetion Sea foods Ltd.

Tel:88-031-619650
Fax:88-031-610961
�(�P�D�L�O���F�G�D�W�D�#�D�E�Q�H�W�E�G���F�R�P

7.Bagerhat Seafood Industries Ltd.

Tel:88-041-722697
Fax:88-041-731256
�(�P�D�L�O���L�I�S�F�O�#�N�K�X�O�Q�D���Q�H�W

8.Modern Sea Food Industries Ltd.

Tel:88-041-721774
Fax:88-041-730478
�0�D�L�O���P�R�G�H�U�Q�V�I�#�E�W�W�E���Q�H�W���E�G

9..Salam Seafood Ltd.

Tel:88-041-725128
Fax:88-041-730341
�0�D�L�O���V�H�D�I�R�R�G�#�N�K�X�O�Q���E�D�Q�J�O�D���Q�H�W��
com

10.Bangladesh Frozen Foods

Tel:88-02-8316882
Fax:88-02-8317531
�0�D�L�O���E�I�I�H�D�#�G�K�D�N�D���Q�H�W

1.Belayet Engineering Industries Ltd.

Tel:88-02-7315542

2.Modern Erection Ltd.

Tel:88-02-9880592
Fax:88-02-8812304

3.Maxim Ercon Ltd.

Tel:88-02-9668401
4.Dider Engineering Ltd.

Tel:88-02-7119764

�����0�L�W�D�O�L���(�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�L�Q�J���:�R�U�N�V

Tel:88-02-7111368

7.Janata Machine Tools Ltd.

Tel:88-02-9564113

8.Micro Electronics Ltd.

Tel:88-02-9005109

9.Nipun Engineering

Tel:88-02-7119121

10.Zakir Engineering Associates

Tel:88-02-7119814

Useful Links

7.Crown Fruits & Vegetable 

Exports

Tel:88-02-9346996

8.Munsoor General

Tel:88-02-7120871

9.Khaied Trade Syndicate

Tel:88-02-7216150

10.Barkat Group

Tel:88-02-7117266

11.BRAC

Tel:88-02-9881265
Fax:88-02-8823542

12.Premier International

Fax:88-02-8616951

BANGLADESH ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS GUIDE
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Handicrafts

1.Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers & Exporters’Association

Tel:88-02-8115597 Fax:88-02-8113951
�(�P�D�L�O���L�Q�I�R�#�E�J�P�H�D���F�R�P���:�H�E���Z�Z�Z���E�J�P�H�D���F�R�P

�����$�S�H�[���:�H�D�Y�L�Q�J�� �	�� �)�L�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J�� �0�L�O�O�V��

Ltd.

Tel:88-02-9557350
Fax:88-02-9556487
�(�P�D�L�O���D�S�H�[�P�D�L�O�#�G�K�D�N�D���Q�H�W

2.Zaber & Zubair Fabrics Ltd.

Tel:88-02-9565281
Fax:88-02-9565280
�(�P�D�L�O���Q�R�P�D�Q�J�U�#�E�D�Q�J�O�D���Q�H�W

3.Sristy International Ltd.

Tel:88-02-8550001
Fax:88-02-9550000

4.Jaantex Industries Ltd.

Tel:88-02-9550856
Fax:88-02-9556414
�(�P�D�L�O���D�Q�V�D�U�L�#�E�R�O���R�Q�O�L�Q�H���F�R�P

5.Nipum Ltd.

Tel:88-02-9661569
Fax:88-02-8614184
�(�P�D�L�O���Q�L�S�X�Q�O�W�G�#�F�L�W�H�F�K�F�R���Q�H�W

1.Bangladesh Handicrafts Manufacturers & 

Tel:88-02-9350423 Fax:88-02-9350423
�(�P�D�L�O���E�F�U�D�I�W�#�G�K�D�N�D���Q�H�W���:�H�E���Z�Z�Z���E�D�Q�J�O�D�F�U�D�I�W�E�G���F�R�P

Leather & leather goods

1.Bangladesh Finished Leather, Leather Goods 

Manufacturers’Association

Tel:88-02-8622168 Fax:88-02-8622167

Jute Products

1.Bangladesh Jute Mills Corporation

Tel:88-02-9558182 Fax:88-02-9564740

Tea

1.Bangladeshiyo Cha Sangshad

Tel:88-031-502536
Fax:88-031-716407
�(�P�D�L�O���E�F�V�W�H�D�#�V�L�P�Q�L�E�G�!�F�R�P

2.Tea Traders Association of Bangladesh

Tel:88-031-712452

Ceramic Tablewares

1.Bangladesh Ceramicware Manufacturers 

Association

Tel:88-02-8314531 Fax:88-02-8314933

Potteries

1.Bangladesh Small  and Cottage Industr ies 

Corporation

Tel:88-02-9550704 Fax:88-02-9553202

Readymade Garments

6.Shabnam Textile Mills Ltd.

Tel:88-02-9554541
Fax:88-02-9554542
�(�P�D�L�O���H�F�K�R�#�E�D�Q�J�O�D���Q�H�W

7.Anaa Textiles Ltd.

Tel:88-031-711705
Fax:88-031-650378
�(�P�D�L�O���D�Á�#�J�O�R�E�D�O�F�W�J���Q�H�W

8.Aarong

Tel:88-02-8824180
Fax:88-02-8828576
�(�P�D�L�O���D�D�U�R�Q�J�P�N�#�E�G�P�D�L�O���Q�H�W
�:�H�E���Z�Z�Z���E�U�D�F���D�D�U�R�Q�J���F�R�P

9.Arkay Textile Mfg. Co. Ltd.

Tel:88-02-9111201
Fax:88-02-8113384
�(�P�D�L�O���D�U�N�D�\�#�E�D�Q�J�O�D���Q�H�W

10.A B Textile Ltd.

Tel:88-031-635110
Fax:88-031610065
�(�P�D�L�O���D�E�W�H�[�#�D�E�Q�H�W�E�G���F�R�P

1.Bangladesh Knitwear  Manufacturers and Exporters Association
Tel:88-02-9715494  Fax:88-02-9716050
�(�P�D�L�O���E�N�P�H�D�#�D�L�O�W�E�G���Q�H�W

Knitwear

Hometextile Products

BANGLADESH ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS GUIDE

We have the professional and technical modernized 
R&D and design team to support R&D and designing 
of the products. We have the complete production line 
and the perfect management and clothing system, so 
that we can offer the sell well products to customers in 
domestic and abroad timely.

During the last 15 years, we adhere to the excellent 
R&D and the high production quality. Our products are 
well-sold in home and abroad, winning good public 
praise and upgrading corporate image. Therefore, 
Sheng Ying Da becomes a famous clothing brand of 
babies, infants and children in China.

Tianjin Wan Long Clothing Co., Ltd is 
a modern company in China, specialized 
in producing and developing products for 
babies, infants and children. The brand is 
Sheng Ying Da, which includes the series 
products of gift box, parts, underclothes, suit, 
sleeping bag, baby quit, cloak etc.

Tianjin Wan Long Clothing Co., Ltd
Tel.:022-28150688
Fax:022-28117819
E-mail: mailto:tjsycl@163.com" tjsycl@163.com

Tianjin Wan Long Clothing Co.Itd


